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BIENNIAL REPORT 



OF THE 



STATE SUPERINTENDENT. 



Office of State Superintendent, 

Madison, December G, 1884. 

To the Legislature of Wisconsin: 

The last report issued from this department, under date of 
December 10, 1883, included statistics relating to the schools 
up to and including the thirty-first day of May, 1882. By 
chapter 298, general laws of 1883, the time for making an- 
nual reports by school district officers was changed, so that 
thereafter statistics were to be compiled up to and including 
the thirtieth day of June, annually, instead of the thirty 
first day of May, as theretofore. Since 1881 three different 
periods have been designated by law as the time for making 
up annual reports by school district officers, viz.: August 
31, May 31, and June 30. These changes have necessarily 
interfered with accurate and complete statistical tabulation 
of the work of the schools, and with just and valuable com- 
parisons of such statistics from year to year. It is certainly 
desirable that no further changes be made in the period 
covered by annual reports, unless demanded by most urgent 
and imperative necessity. The time for holding annual 
meetings by school districts, the first Monday in July, as 
now fixed by law, is doubtless as convenient as any that 
could be selected, all things considered. The duty of making 
up the annual report by district clerks immediately after the 
annual meetings, are held, would seem to be an arrangement 
business-like in character, and calculated to insure prompt- 
ness and accuracy. This, no doubt, will be the result when 
the advantages of the practice are apprehended, and the 
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General Summary. 



liabit established. The delay of some oflficers in making 
reports the present year has caused great inconvenience in 
the oflSce of the state superintendent, and unfortunate delay 
in the publication of this report. 

In the following general summary of the more important 
items reported in detail in the statistical tables, attempt has 
been made to present in condensed form the results of the 
work of the schools for the period of two years covered by 
the report, a comparison of these results of one year with the 
other, and a comparison of the year 1884 with the year 1882, 
the year covered by the last report of the state superintend- 
ent. 



GENERAL SUMMARY. 



ENUMERATION. 

1883. 1884 
Number of persons in the state between four and twenty 

years of age, June 30 510, 125 538, 750 

Number of persons in the state between four and twenty 

years of age in 1882 495,233 

Increase : 33, 517 

Number of person in the state between seven and fif- 
teen years of age, June 30 269, 425 286, 542 

Number of persons in the state between seven and fif- 
teen years of age, in 1882 257,429 



Increase 29, 113 



ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE. 

1883. 1884. 
Number of persons between four and twenty years of 

age enrolled in the public schools during the year. . , • 308, 274 815, 804 

Number of persons^ between four and twenty years of 

age enrolled in the public schools in 1882 302, 014 



Increase 13, 790 






,» 
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HIGH SCHOOLS. 

1883. 1884 
Number of high schools in the state organized uader the 

free high school law 114 115 

Number of free high schools making special reports and 

receiving state aid 110 112 

Number of pupils under twenty years of age enrolled 

during the year. 7, 324 7, 531 

Number of pupils over twenty years of age enrolled 

during the year 195 158 

Whole number of days of attendance in free high 

schools during the year 908, 500 925, 791 

Average number of days of attendance of pupils en- 
rolled during the year. 120.8 120.4 

Number of pupils instructed in English branches only ... 6, 400 6, 274 
Number of pupils instructed in other than English 

branches 1,119 1,411 



Whole number of pupils who com- 
pleted the course of study dur- 
ing the year 

Whole number of pupils who have 
completed the course of study 
since schools were organized . . . 

Number of teachers employed in 
free high schools 





1883. 






1884. 


• 

1 


• 

1 


o 


• 

1 


6 
B 


143 


311 


454 


152 


323 


992 


2,035 


3, 027 


1,109 


2,321 


128 


104 


232 

i 


132 


102 



o 



475 



3,430 



234 



1883. 

Amount received for tuition from non-residents $11, 730 

Number of teachers holding state certificates 

Number of teachers holding normal school, college, or 

university diplomas 

Number of teachers qualified by special examination. . . 
Number of free high schools having an average daily 

attendance of more than twenty-five pupils » . 

Number of free high schools having an average daily 

attendance of less than twenty-five pupils 



J. 


1884. 


30 


$14, 713 


12 


14 


68 


73 


80 


25 


05 


100 


15 


12 
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SPECIAL statistics. 

Number of schools maintained in towns which have the 
township system 

Number of districts outside of cities, maintaining schools 
with more than one department, which have adopted 
a course of study 

Number of districts maintaining schools with one de- 
partment only, which have adopted a course of study. 

teachers. 

Number of teachers required for all the schools 

Number of teachers required in 1882 



1883. 



86 



1884. 
110 



212 



785 



217 



946 



7, 314 7, 459 
7,09 






Increase 



306 



Number of male teachers employed during the year 2, 457 

Number of male teachers employed in 1882 



2,378 
2,456 



Decrease 



78 



Number of female teachers employed during the year. 
Number of female teachers employed in 1882 



8, 478 8, 251 
7,631 



Increase 



620 



Number of different teachers employed during the year 10, 935 
Number of different teachers employed in 1882 



10, 629 
10, 087 



Increase 



542 



TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES. 



^ 


1883. 


1884. 




• 

1 




1 


• 


• 

73 
B 

r® 


3 


Number of teachers who received 
first grade certificates during 
the year 

Number who received second 
crrade certificates 


98 

213 

1,638 


70 

381 

5,957 


168 

594 

7,595 


119 

232 

1,659 


80 

434 

6,176 


199 
666 


Number who received third grade 
certificatef 


7,835 


Whole number of certificates is- 
sued by county superintendents 
during the year 

Number of certificates issued by 
city superintendents 


1,949 

47 


6,408 
527 


8,357 

574 


■ 
2,010 
59 


6,690 
584 


8,700 
648 
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Number of normal school certificates countersigned 
during the year 

Number of normal school diplomas countersigned dur- 
ing the year 

Number of diplomas of college graduates countersigned 
during the year 

Number of diplomas of University graduates counter- 
signed during the year 

Number of limited state certificates awarded at state ex- 
amination 

Number of unlimited state certificates awarded at state 
examination 

Number of life certificates acquired by twenty-one 
years of teaching 

Whole number of teachers' certificates issued during 
the year 



DICTIONARIES, MAPS, GLOBES. 

Number of districts and departments supplied with 
Webster's dictionary 5, 507 5, 587 

Number of districts and departments supplied with a 
map of Wisconsin 3, 158 3, 430 

Number of districts and departments supplied with a 
mapof the United States 3,533 8,810 

Number of districts supplied with a globe 2, 055 2, 172 



1888. 


1884. 


21 


26 


19 


26 


8 


4 


9 


10 


3 


9 


5 


1 


15 


11 


9,011 


10, 430 



LIBRARIES. 

Number of districts supplied with a library 269 289 

Number of volumes in all school district libraries 28, 038 80, 985 

Number of volumes added to libraries during the year. 2,991 3,320 

Amount expended for libraries during the year $2, 742 $4, 294 

Total value of school district libraries $25, 975 28, 648 
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Financial Statement 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The following summary shows the amounts received and 
disbursed for public schools, including schools in cities, for 
the year ending June 30, the sources of receipts and the 
purposes of disbursements. 

apportionment. 



Amount apportioned to the several towns and 

cities from the school fund income 

Bate per capita upon persons of school age 




1884. 



$213, 138 66 
42 



• 


1883. 


1884. 


Receipts. 

Amount in hands of school ' district treasurers, 
June 30 


$717,717 93 

2, 275, 662 77 
219, 820 13 
274, 989 96 


$655, 369 57 

2, 486, 965 78 
208,659 12 
323, 820 20 


From taxes levied by counties, towns, cities, vil- 
lacres, and school districts 


From income of school fund 


From all other sources, including loans 




Total amount received for school purposes . . 


$3,488,190 79 


$3,674,814 67 


Disbursements. 
For building and repairing 


$383,928 56 

70,236 23 

96, 860 97 

1,878,149 78 

399, 949 64 


$440, 095 41 

82, 432 55 

124,757 65 

1,866,906 30 

402, 894 23 


For apparatus, libraries, furniture, records, etc. . 
For old indebtedness 


For teachers' wages 


For all other purposes 




Total amount paid out during the year 


$2,829,125 18 


$2,917,086 04 


Amount on hand June 30 


$659, 065 61 


$757, 728 63 
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. 



Amount on hand, September 

Amount received from university fund ..... 
Amount received from agricultural college 

fund 

Amount received from state tax . , . . 

Amount received from students, room rent 

and incidental fees 

From students for laboratory expenses 

From experimental farm, sale of products . . 
From all other sources 

Total amount received 

Disbursements. 

For salaries of instructional force 

For expenses of regents 

For insurance, repairs and improvements . . . 

For incidental expenses 

For fuel and light 

For library and furniture 

For Washburn obgervatory 

For experimental farm 

For all other purposes. 

Total amount paid out 



1883. 



$13,800 18 
13,925 33 

17,377 14 
45, 632 51 

5, 167 40 
1,122 92 
1,459 78 
2, 344 75 



$100, 830 01 



$49. 784 53 
286 10 
13, 772 60 
6,403 22 
1,277 86 
2,341 94 
5,708 18 
6,506 31 
5,061 75 



$91,142 49 



1884. 



$9, 687 52 
13, 805 20 

17,057 31 
57,442 52 

6, 100 48 
2,051 87 
1,339 87 
2, 604 51 



$110,089 28 



$52,358 55 
317 31 
10, 594 04 
6,645 96 
6,261 99 
1,615 78 
4,674 19 
5, 339 40 
9, 813 26 



$97, 620 48 
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NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



Receipts. 

From normal echool fund 

From tuition and book rent 

From all other sources 

Total amount received 

Disbursements. 

For salaries of instructional force 

For text and reference book libraries 

For fuel and light 

For repairs 

For expenses of regents 

For services and expenses of committees. . . 
For salary of secretary of board of regents 
For all other purposes. 

Total amount paid out 



1883. 


1884. 


$76, 183 69 

11,833 27 

7,859 50 


$75, 650 92 

12, 129 72 
22 25 


$95, 876 46 


$87,802 89 


« 

$60, 299 44 

3, 183 34 

4, 993 97 

10, 930 72 

349 90 

742 75 

600 00 

3,999 20 


$62,051 9a 

2,810 65 

5, 230 36 

5,002 36 

354 85 

632 05 

600 00 

4, 830 20 


$85,099 32 


$81,412 45r 



TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

Of the amount expended for teachers' institutes, $1,777.32 
in 1883^ and $1,864.31 in 1884, was paid from the general fund,, 
and the balance from the normal school fund income: 

1888. 1884. 

Amount paid for conductors' salaries . . $4,092 50 $4,897 50 

Amount paid for conductors' expenses 1, 799 56 1,738 58 

Amount paid for incidental expenses 328 58 389 01 

Total amount paid out $6,220 64 $6,525 09 

===== : I — zz=s 
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RECAPITULATION. 



Amount paid for support of University 

Amount paid for support of normal schools. . 

Amount paid for support of common and 
high schools 

Amount paid for instruction in charitable 
and benevolent institutions 

Amount paid for salaries of county superin- 
tendents 

Amount paid for postage, printing and sta- 
tionery for county superintendents 

Amount paid for teachers' institutes 

Amount paid for Web/^ter's dictionaries for 
first supply to school districts '. . . . 

Total amount expended 



1883. 



$91,142 49 
85,099 85 

2,829,125 18 

13, 387 97 

46, 775 00 

8,406 00 
6, 220 64 

798 00 



$3, 080, 954 60 



1884. 



$97, 620 48 
81,412 45 

2, 917, 086 04 

13, 907 45 

47, 775 00 

8, 786 00 
6, 525 09 

1,043 00 



$3, 174, 155 51 



GENERAL REVIEW. 



By chapter 320, general laws of 1883, the report of the 
state superintendent, as that of all other state officers, is 
required to be made biennially, and cover the period of two 
years. By section 166, Revised Statutes, it is made the duty 
of the state superintendent to include in his report an ab- 
stract of all the common school reports received by him. 
This section not having been repealed, the abstracts of the 
reports received for the years 1883 and 1884 are necessarily 
included in this report, occupying nearly double the space 
heretofore required by statistical tables in the annual report 
of the state superintendent. By the same law of 1883 the 
number of pages of this report is limited to 300. This makes 
it necessary to omit much of the matter other than statis- 
tical usually included, and of general interest to students of 
•educational movements and progress, and to greatly abridge 
the general review. 
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By the statistics to be found in the general summary, it 
will be seen that the school population of the state is steadily 
increasing, being 528,750 in 1884, an increase of 33,517 over 
the number reported in 1882. Of this increase 14,892 repre- 
sents the gain of 1883, and 18,625 that of 1884. The increase 
of the number attending school has not kept pace with the 
increase of the population, being only 9,073. By the reports 
it appears that 6,873 represents the gain in 1883, and 2,200 
that of 1884. This includes the nnmber reported as attend- 
ing private schools, normal schools, colleges and the state 
university. But it is to be remembered that the statistics 
relating to private schools are very meagre indeed. Several 
of the largest cities in the state, where it is well known 
there are large numbers of private schools maintained, make 
no report of the number in these schools who are not en- 
rolled in the public schools. By the reports of the private 
schools which have been received, it will be seen that the 
number enrolled the present year is given as 15,616 — 5,575 
less than in 1883, and 5,351 less than in 1882. In normal 
schools, colleges and the university there has been an in- 
crease of 907 in the enrollment over that of 1882; of this 
n\m[iber.421 represents the increase of 1883 over 1882, and 
486 that of 1884 over 1883. 

When it is remembered that a large proportion of the 
increase of population in Wisconsin during the last two 
years has been in the newer portions of the state, where 
time is required to provide facilities for public education, 
and in a few large cities where accommodations are always 
inadequate for the school population — especially for primary 
grades of pupils — the reason for the increase of school 
attendants failing to equal the increase of school population 
is quite apparent. 

The number of persons under four and of those over 
twenty years of age enrolled in public schools has decreased. 

Efforts have been continued during the last two years to 
ascertain the number of persons in the state between the 
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ages of seven and fifteen years, and the proportion of these 
attending public schools. More care has evidently been 
taken to furnish correct statistics upon these points than 
formerly, but the failure to receive reports from some im- 
portant localities still leaves the information incomplete, and 
the statements of the totals inaccurate. But the returns 
received approximate the truth relating to this class of our 
school population, and indicate quite satisfactory results, as 
did the reports of 1882. 

The increase of the number between seven and fifteen 
years of age in the s^ate over the number reported in 1882 
is 29,113. Of this number 11,996 represents the gain of 1883 
over 1882, and 17,117 that of 1884 over 1883. The increase of 
this class who have attended school during the two years is 
14,691; a gain of 11,225 in 1883, and of 3,466 in 1884. If we 
could add to these figures statistics from such localities as 
failed to report upon this matter, they would doubtless show 
that nearly all this class of our school population attend 
school during some part of the year. The per cent, of this 
class which attended school during the year 1883, according 
to the reports, is 87, and during the year 1884, 83.2. 

The average number of days each pupil enrolled has at- 
tended school is 91.8 in 1884, as compared with 80.8 in 1883, 
and 73 in 1882. In cities the average number each pupil en- 
rolled attended is 115, 127.9, 173.4 for the years 1882, 1883 and 
1884, respectively. Outside of cities the average is C4.6, 69, 
and 74.1 for the same years. 

The number of school districts in the state has increased 
during the period covered by this report by 174, and the 
number of school houses by 143. 

A little study of the statistical tables will suggest many 
other points of comparison, which would be interesting and 
instructive to consider in this place did the limits of this re- 
view permit. There is little necessity, however, for calling 
attention to these points, specifically, as they will readily 
suggest themselves to such as are accustomed to scan such 
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tables to determine the tendency and drift of popular esti- 
mate of public education, and to ascertain whether this most 
potent and pervasive factor of American civilization is 
losing in any degree its grasp upon the confidence and regard 
of the people of our commonwealth. 

None are more keenly alive to the mutations of popular 
estimates of the public schools than those who are immedi- 
ately connected with them in the relation of teachers, super- 
visors, or managers. There is a well-nigh universal agree- 
ment among intelligent and competent judges, that at least 
two elements are indispensable to the best success of public 
schools of any grade in any place, viz.: (a) a strong, intelli- 
gent and pervasive public interest; and (6) competent, en- 
thusiastic and earnest teachers. Fine buildings and sites, 
extensive and well-selected libraries and cabinets, and 
abundance of apparatus and illustrative appliances, are not 
to be lightly esteemed, but on the contrary are to be greatly 
desired and highly prized. It is to be remembered, however, 
that these are not indispensable conditions of a good school, 
or good school work. They are impossible conditions for a 
arge majority of the common schools in AV isconsin, or in 
any other state. And in every place where they are found, 
■except as the result of an intelligent comprehension of the 
use to be made of them, and put into the hands of efficient 
teachers as tools for constant use, their possession is a 
mockery and a sham, and of no educational value, if not 
positively harmful. The interest of the community, then, 
in the public school, is one of paramount importance, and 
all the gauges of that interest are properly watched with 
greatest interest, and its mutations observed with closest 
scrutiny. Whatever tends to weaken that interest, or under- 
mine confidence in the public school, is rightfully challenged 
as a menace. So intimately connected are these two ele- 
ments of success of public schools — pre vailing public interest 
and competent teachers — that it is exceedingly difficult to 
.assign precedence to either. As a rule the presence of one 
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insures the presence of the other. It is, therefore, a matter 
of congratulation to find from year to year in the reports 
from the several counties of the state, evidence that the 
public school is strongly entrenched in the hearts of our 
people, and that the general interest therein carries them 
steadily forward abreast of the growth and needs in all 
sections of the state. 

The question whether the common schools can be greatly 
improved over their present condition, or brought to occupy 
a much more advanced position than they now do, is one 
which is so closely related to another question, viz.: whether 
it is possible to secure for these schools a corps of teachers 
of higher culture, clearer insight, stronger personality and 
greater force of character, that it becomes a problem sur- 
rounded with many difficulties. That more and more the per- 
sons employed in the common schools of the state are females 
rather than males, and are young, and therefore necessarily 
immature in judgment and only fairly furnished in scholar- 
ship, are facts that are indisputable. After further observa- 
tion for a period of two years, statements of the annual 
report of 1882 can be reiterated and emphasized, that "as a 
consequence, pupils are not inspired to strive for proficiency, 
are not interested, but are repelled by the hum drum routine 
of school exercises, make little or no progress in the branches 
they nominally study, and soon become irregular in attend- 
ance, or drop out altogether. In the employment of teachers 
of low grade of scholarship and ability to teach, is found a 
very potent reason for the early withdrawal from school of 
a large number of pupils." The fact is that when pupils 
are of about the same age of the teacher, and consciously 
very nearly approach her in range of acquirements, and per- 
haps excel her in natural ability, there is apt to develop a 
mutual distrust of ability to help, and a withdrawal from 
school which is also mutually satisfactory. The question is 
a vital one, whether there is any remedy for this; whether 
the limitation of the usefulness and the mission of the com- 
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mon schools is unalterably fixed by the character of .the* 
teachers obtained and obtainable for them^ so that in spite 
of great interest in and effort for their improvement, they 
must remain at about the state of proficiency already 
reached. 

The answer to this question is to be found, in part, inr 
several directions. 1. In more permanency and continuity 
in the work of the teacher. 2. In systematic work of the 
schools through courses of study. 3. In more systematic 
and specific supervision. 4. In the enlargement of the free 
high school system. 

There is very little hope that the average time which now 
constitutes the period which persons devote to teaching will 
be greatly extended in the near future; but there is hope 
that something may be done whereby the same person will 
be retained in charge of the same school for a longer period 
than is now prevalent. And this will be a great gain. When 
school district officers can be induced to inquire for persons 
competent to take charge of their school for a series of 
years, and when teachers can be induced to regard the act 
of engaging a school as one which involves entering upon 
the work of training a class of youth which will require a 
series of years to complete, and which will probably cover 
all the elementary school training many of those youth will 
ever receive, much has been accomplished toward removing 
the business of teaching from the realm of mere experiment, 
and for securing attention to the necessity for systematic 
and careful planning of the work, as well as to an adequate 
preparation for it. 

The effort in this state to induce teachers to systematize 
the work of the common schools by organization upon the 
basis of a course of study, has resulted only in advantage — 
the more rapid advancement and more equal and symmet- 
rical development of pupils, and greater efficiency and econ- 
omy of the time and strength of the teacher through better 

2 — S. S. 



18 First Biennial Eeport of the [Pub. Doc. 



General Review. 



classification — where the experiment has been made in good 
faith, and with earnest purpose. The great draw-back to 
universal success and general prevalence of the practice has 
been the absence of official sanction and authority, and the 
frequent change of teachers. It will readily be seen that 
where a new teacher with no interest in the matter, no plan 
of work digested, and no purpose to continue in the work 
for any length of time, succeeds one of very opposite spirit, 
methods and purposes, the work of the latter in organization 
and systematic procedure will be quickly overruled and un- 
done. I am strongly of the opinion that the time has come 
when every district board should be required by law to 
adopt a course of study, prescribed by the state superintend- 
ent, just as much as they are required to adopt a list of 
text-books, or maintain a public school for a certain time 
every year, or keep the school house in repair. And every 
teacher should be required to organize the school in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the course adopted, and make 
such reports to the district clerk, as will enable him to re- 
port through the town clerks to the county superintendent 
the facts and results shown by the records. These reports 
should be made conditions precedent to receiving apportion- 
ment of county and state funds, as other reports are now 
made such conditions. 

The wisdom of such a provision is apparent from the fact 
that while the whole number of certificates issued by the 
county superintendents was 726 more in 1883 than in 1882^ 
and 343 more in 1884 than in 1883, the number of first grade 
certificates issued in 1883 was 94 less than in 1882, and in 
1884 was 63 less than in 1882. The number of second grade 
certificates issued in 1883 was 60 Ze55]than in 1882, and in 1884 
12 more than in 1882. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCE. 

The supervision of the common schools by county super- 
intendents is necessarily quite general in its character, and 
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altogether too fragmentary and incomplete to be of the 
highest value. The large number and scattered situation of 
schools under the care of each, results in infrequent and 
brief visits, and, as a rule, but one visit can be made in a 
district during a term of the school. Many of these can be 
made only toward the close of the term. While such visits 
are often fruitful of good, by reasons of suggestions based 
on observation, and the opportunity they afford for render- 
ing special assistance and advice to teachers and oflScers, 
and for friendly arbitration in cases of differences of 
opinion or judgment which are constantly arising, 
yet there is a very general conviction that more 
definite and specific work with teachers and school 
ofl&cers, which shall relate to the organization, management 
and equipment of the schools, is especially desirable, which, 
in the nature of direction and guidance, shall more nearly 
comport with the real purpose and aim of the work of super- 
vision. For several years efforts have been made through 
this department, in various ways, to promote the unity and 
effectiveness of the work of the county superintendents, and 
annually conventions of these oflBcers have been called and 
held for the purpose of considering the work, comparison of 
views and practices, and conference with state superintend- 
ents. The constant hindrance to the best results of such 
efforts has been the failure to secure the general attendance 
of county superintendents at these conventions. The cost 
of attending a meeting at a central point in the state for 
those living in counties remote from the place of meeting, 
is considerable; and many can hardly afford to add this to 
the ordinarily heavy expenses connected with the office, 
and thus diminish the net income from salaries which 
usually are less than those paid to other county officers with 
less attendant incidental expenses. It is my purpose, during 
the present winter, to hold a series of conventions at different 
points in the state, for conference with county superintend- 
ents, concerning their work. In view of the large number of 
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new men who will take up this work at the beginning of the 
next year^ such conferences appear indispensable to even a 
fair degree of efficiency, unity and mutual understanding. 
While much of the value of larger gatherings and wider 
comparisons will fail to be realized, yet it is hoped that 
many will be reached which would not otherwise, and the 
expense to such as attend will be materially lessened. 

Some of the counties of the state have been accustomed 
to pay the expenses of the superintendent while attending 
the annual convention, and I recommend the passage of a 
law authorizing each county superintendent to attend oue 
such convention annually, and charge the necessary expense 
to the county, and requiring county boards to audit and 
allow such accounts. A computation reveals the fact that 
the entire expense of attending one of five conventions by 
all the superintendents in the state, held at as many different 
points, including traveling and incidental expenses for two 
and one-half days each, would not exceed six hundred dol- 
lars — an average of less than tenJdoUars for each county or 
superintendent district. There is no doubt that with thorough 
organization and proper direction, the supervision of our 
common schools may be made much more effective in 
quickening and increasing general interest in the matter of 
public education, and in promoting greater efficiency of the 
schools. The sum mentioned would seem to be a very small 
tax for which to secure the benefit indicated. 

FREE HIGH SCHOOLS. 

The legislation of 1883, which placed the immediate super- 
vision of the free high schools in charge of the state 
superintendent, has been fruitful of good results. Many of 
the boards having charge of these schools have been induced 
to give careful attention to the courses of study prescribed, 
and to so modify the course adopted, or the character of in- 
struction imparted, that the evident needs and conditions of 
pupils are more fully met. Earnest effort has been made to 
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secure teachers properly qualified, and the principals have 
shown commendable desire to comprehend the scope and 
detail of the work sought to be accomplished, and to co- 
operate in endeavors to secure the best practical results. 

That these schools have fully justified the wisdom of 
extending aid to them, both in the way of pecuniary assist- 
ance and immediate oversight and direction, is manifest 
from the statistics relating to them. While the number of 
free high schools has not increased, the number in attendance, 
the aggregate number of days of attendance, the number 
given instruction in higher branches, and the number com- 
pleting the course of study, have steadily increased, as well 
as the amount collected for tuition of non-resident pupils, 
this amount in 1884 considerably exceeding one-half the 
amount appropriated by the state for their assistance. 

The limit of ten years now fixed by law for state aid for 
free high schools will be reached by many schools before 
another session of the legislature, and provisions should be 
made for extending this appropriation indefinitely. 

I desire to reiterate the statements in my last annual re- 
port, that these schools "meet a demand that is felt in nearly 
every community, and are highly appreciated wherever es- 
tablished under fair conditions for success;" and 'Mf the sta- 
tistics were attainable there is no doubt but that another 
very important way in which these schools exert a useful 
and wide-reaching influence would be found in the oppor- 
tunity they afford young people to prepare themselves in 
scholarship for the position of teachers in the elementary 
schools." 

There are some indications that in many localities there 
is beginning to be felt an interest in establishing free high 
schools in rural towns, in connection with the common 
schools, where no graded schools exist. Nothing, in my 
judgment, would so quickly and greatly bring our common 
ungraded schools into the line of desirable systematic and 
definite organization and instruction, as such a movement. 
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It would at once introduce the best features of a 
graded system into the common schools of the 
towns where established; it would place before^ 
every pupil a goal within easy reach, to be won 

by application and success in the lower forms of school 
work; the time of promotion being dependent upon regular- 
ity and studiousness, would have a tendency to reduce to a 
minimum two great evils, irregular attendance and idleness;, 
and the very conditions of advancement would require sys- 
tematic instruction, involving a course of study in all 
schools tributary to high schools. With these conditions 
established, the natural incentive of friendly rivalry among 
teachers in suitably preparing pupils for the high schools,, 
and the emulation among school boards to secure the best 
teachers possible for the elementary schools for the same 
purpose, might be safely depended upon to largely increase 
the general interest in public schools and improve the in- 
struction in schools of all grades. I earnestly invite atten- 
tion to the expediency of making an annual appropriation 
to aid in the establishment and maintenance of free high 
schools in towns without graded schools, equal in amount 
to that now appropriated which is entirely confined in its 
benefits to villages and cities, and the localities contiguous 
thereto. Justice towards the sections which, while contribut- 
ing by tax to the support of free high schools hitherto receiv- 
ing aid, are themselves even less favored than localities 
having these schools were before receiving this aid, by reason 
of shorter terms and lower grades of schools, would seem to 
commend this measure, as well as the general interests of 
the public schools. 

FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 

The policy of the state of Wisconsin has b^en very liberal 
in matters relating to free public schools from the period of 
its organization to the present time. Needed provisions for 
extending the benefits and improving the character of the 



No. 4.] State Superintendent. 23 



Free Text-Books, 



public school system, have only waited upon conviction of 
their merits, and opportunity for supplying them. Instruc- 
tion is not only free in the common schools, but the univer- 
sity, the normal schools, and in the several charitable and 
benevolent institutions, which afford care and training for 
the unfortunate juvenile population. This is commendable; 
and every proposition looking towards placing these advan- 
tages within the reach of all classes, and with the least pos- 
sible hindrance to their acceptance, and the highest 
praticable success in their dispensation, should receive the 
attention which its merits demand. Especially is this true 
of elementary education. No child in the commonwealth 
should be left for any cause practicable to overcome, with- 
out that foundation for possible future usefulness as a citi- 
zen, and for the honor and respect and equality which 
education and a love of learning commands, that is to be 
acquired in the training of the public school. 

While tuition in our common schools is free, yet in vari- 
ous ways attendance at these schools is accompanied by no 
inconsiderable expense, which on the part of large numbers 
is found to be onerous, and often charged as unnecessary. 
Among these expenses is that for text-books for use in 
schools. The lack of uniformity in the books used even in 
adjoining districts, the short time the books are in use, and 
the cost when purchased singly, combine to make the ex- 
pense on this account quite large, and especially burdensome 
upon such as have large families, or have occasion to change 
residence from one district to another. 

The presort law authorizes electors of school districts to 
empower district boards to purchase text-books for use in 
public schools, to be loaned or furnished pupils under such 
conditions as may be prescribed by the voters and regula- 
tions of the district boards. Very few districts have volun- 
tarilyunder taken to furnish free text-books to pupils. Some 
citjI^Kave done so, and the result has co-incided with ex- 
pe^Hroe in other states, and proved of great advantage. 
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Attendance has been increased, uniformity of text-books se- 
cured, prompt supply, better classification, and very much 
reduced aggregate expense, are some of the fruits of the 
measure, wherever tried. 

The state of Massachusetts in March, 1884, by statute, 
required the school committee of every city and town there- 
after to purchase at the expense of the city or town, text- 
books and all other needful school supplies used in the pub- 
lic schools, and provided that these should be loaned to pupils 
free of charge. Under date of January, 1885, the Hon. J. W. 
Dickinson, secretary of state board of education for Mass- 
achusetts, writes me: "The law is working well in our 
commonwealth. The people like it. I have reports from all 
parts of our state showing that it has increased the attend- 
ance (in some cases ten per cent). The new method of sup- 
plying books and supplies is cheaper by two-fifths than the 
old. The schools can now organize at once on the begin- 
ning of the term, and the teachers can make a thorough 
classification of the pupils. Our schools are now free 
schools." 

Doubtless like or even greater advantages would accrue 
to our schools from a similar law in Wisconsin, where re- 
moteness from business centres, and the consequent dif- 
ficulty of procuring promptly needed books of the right 
kind, and the limited trade and attendant high prices, result 
in delay, confusion and great expense. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

The statistics relating to the four normal schools of the 
state indicate no decline in the interest with which they are 
regarded in the several sections where located. Three of 
these have been constantly taxed to the limit of their 
capacity by pupils applying for admission; the fourth, latest 
established, while not so largely crowded, has become a 
source of supply for trained teachers in large numbers, for a 
wide section in the portion of the state where located. 
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An ideal normal school, devoted to professional work 
only, in the technical sense of that term, and a practicable 
normal school, under the conditions and limitations of invol- 
untary environments, are quite wide apart in character. To 
the casual observer this is to the prejudice of the real school. 
The visitor looks for his ideal. This can be found only in 
part, and that only in fragments, as connected with, or the 
result of quite prolonged drill in academic work under skill- 
ful teachers. No man has yet been able to so clearly define 
professional work in training teachers, that it may be con- 
sciously discerned disconnected from instruction in some 
technical branch of study. But it is believed there is slowly 
being evolved through study and experience no inconsider- 
able body .of doctrine which is a reliable basis for processes 
in practice in normal schools. It is believed that our own 
are not behind those of other states in the study and practical 
solution of the problem. Such of the reports of the presi- 
dents of these schools as can be given space in this report, 
will clearly indicate the character and scope of the work 
undertaken, and the spirit with which it is prosecuted. 

In compliance with the conditions upon which an addi- 
tional normal school was established in the city of Milwaukee, 
a new, tasteful, and commodious building has been erected 
upon an eligible site in that city, for the use of such school. 
At this date, however, no transfer of the property has be(5n 
made to the board of regents of normal schools, and no 
steps have been taken by that board toward opening the 
school. 

After six years of marked success in the management of 
the normal school at Whitewater, Dr. J. W. Stearns volun- 
tarily resigns the presidency, to accept an appointment in 
the university of Wisconsin, as professor of the theory and 
art of teaching. No successor has yet been elected. 
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. 

In the matter of higher education, the University of Wis- 
consin holds out to the young of both sexes in the state the 
opportunity and the promise of superior facilities. In the 
number and ability of the faculty, in the large and growing 
library, cabinets, museums, laboratories, and collection of 
physical apparatus, as well as in the various colleges and 
departments of instruction, there are afforded facilities 
which are equaled in but few of the states. During the past 
year a chair of theory and art of teaching has been estab- 
lished, and Prof. J. W. Stearns, for many years the success- 
ful President of the State Normal School at Whitewater, 
was elected to fill the position. Prof. Stearns is expected to 
enter the service of the University early in April, 1885. 

The liberal spirit with which the legislature in recent 
years has considered the necessities and provided for the 
wants of the University, has borne fruit in the confidence 
and respect which the institution now commands in every 
section of the state, and the jealous care with which the 
interests and reputation of the institution are everywhere 
cherished. This condition ought soon to result in greatly 
increasing the numbers drawn thither to enjoy its advan- 
tages. Natural growth will demand yet more liberal means 
of support; prospective needs should be anticipated as far 
as practicable, that provision thus made may invite and 
encourage growth. The recent calamity of destruction of 
Science Hall and its valuable contents by fire, makes this 
duty especially incumbent upon the present legislature, the 
discharge of which will be no doubt a personal pleasure to 
individual members, as well as a compliance with the uni- 
versal demand of press and people in every part of the state. 
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

The institute work of the state continues to be of unabated 
interest and importance. These institutes constitute about 
the only means whereby a very large proportion of teachers 
in common schools] are reached, and inspired with the ear- 
nestness, purpose and spirit so needful for their own success, 
and the advantage of pupils they may have in charge. 
These teachers eagerly throng the institute, desirous of in- 
formation, and often making great sacrifices to obtain it. 
The work is limited only by the supply of apt persons qual- 
ified to successfully conduct institutes, and the means at 
command for expenses. In the year 1883, sixty-four insti- 
tutes were held in as many counties and superintendent dis- 
tricts in the state, and in the year 1884, sixty-three were 
held. The summary shows the amount expended in each 
year, and the object for which expended. Institutes were 
held in all the counties of the state in 1883, except Ashland, 
Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Florence, La Fayette, Langlade, 
Price, Sawyer and Washburn. In 1884, institutes were held 
in every county except Ashland, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, 
Florence, Langlade, Marinette, Price, Sawyer, Washburn 
and Waukesha. 

Unlike the adjacent states, which require teachers attend- 
ing examinations to contribute a fee for the expense of in- 
stitutes, Wisconsin has chosen to place this help at the^ 
command of her teachers without cost other than personal 
expenses whilst in attendance. The limited means available 
for this work, has necessarily determined the character, as 
well as the amount of work to be undertaken, and has doubt- 
less be9n of value, inasmuch as all measures have been 
chosen with deliberation, after mature consideration of their 
value, and . comparison with others within compass of 
means at command. But the limitations were fixed many 
years ago; the state has grown, meantime, and the demand 
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for more, better, more varied and longer institutes, has in- 
creased with the material prosperity. Could more means be 
devoted to this work, the character and scope of the work 
could be enlarged to meet this demand, plans for which can 
not now be entertained for lack of means. 

Should an expansion of the institute work be deemed 
advisable, and means be appropriated for that purpose, the 
occasion may be auspicious for legislation which will require 
all teachers to attend at least one institute each year, unless 
sufficient excuse is offered. Such provision, while not affect- 
ing the large majority who eagerly avail themselves of all 
means of information and improvement, would favorably 
reach and affect not a few who need such helps most, but 
through thoughtlessness or indifference neglect them al- 
together. 

EXAMINATIONS OF TEACHERS FOR STATE CER- 
TIFICATES. 

At a supplementary examination by the board of examin- 
ers appointed to examine teachers for state certificates for 
the year 1882, held December, 1882, Miss Harriet A. M. Reed, 
of Madison, was recomnnended for an unlimited state certifi- 
cate, and Mr. Thomas Burke, of Watertown, for a limited 
state certificate. These certificates were issued, in accord- 
ance with the recommendations of the committee. 

Pres. J. W. Stearns, of Whitewater, Prof. Wm. H. Beach, 
of Beloit, and Supt. John Nagle, of Manitowoc, were ap- 
pointed to conduct the examinations for 1883. Sessions were 
held for the examination of candidates in July and December. 
Mr. Thomas Burke, of Wayside; Mr. P. H. Hewitt, of Mani- 
towoc; Mr. H. C. Walsh, of Two Rivers; and Mr. A. R. Witt- 
man, of Manitowoc, were recommended for unlimited state 
certificates. Mr. John O'Hara, of Kewaunee; Mr. Conrad 
E. Patzer, of Manitowoc; and Mr. John F. Sims, of Man- 
itowoc, were recommended for limited state certificates. 
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At the session in December^ Mr. Francis Cleary, of New 
London, was recommended for an unlimited state certificate ; 
Mr. H. R Smithy of Richland Centre^ and Mr. Michael Har- 
rin^^n, of Madison^ were recommended for limited state 
certificates. 

For the year 1884, Supt. John Nagle, ot Maniliowoc, X^rof. 
William H. Beach, of Beloit, and Prof. Albert Hardy, of 
La Crosse, were appointed as the board of examiners. A 
session was held in Madison in July, and the following 
named persons were recommended for limited state certifi- 
cates: Mr. James Burke, Cato; Mr. J. B. Logue, Richland 
Center; Mr. J. L. Sherron, Albany; Mr. John Moeller, Mani- 
towoc; Mr. H. L. Terry, Lake Mills; Mr. C. W. Du Mont, 
Edgerton; Miss Henrietta Solberg, Manitowoc. 

Certificates have been issued to all the persons named, of 
the grade recommended by the board of examiners. 

EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS. 

The Wisconsin Teachers' Association held its annual 
meeting in Sheboygan in July, 1883. President C. F. Vie- 
bahn, of Watertown, presided at the various sessions and de- 
livered the annual address. Other addresses were given, 
and papers read, which made the session one strongly 
marked for the ability and high character of the exercises. 
Professor J. W. Stearns, of Whitewater, was elected presi- 
dent of the association, and C. H. Keyes, of River Falls, sec- 
retary. 

The hospitality and cordial good will of the people of 
Sheboygan was manifested in many ways, and contributed 
much towards the interest and pleasure [of the association. 

An executive session of the association was held in De- 
cember, in Madison, at which an address was given by Pro- 
fessor W. H. Payne, of Ann Arbor, upon Education 
as a University Study, and one upon Industrial Education 
in Europe and America, by Miss S . A. Stewart, of Milwau- 
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kee. A report upon moral education in the schools was 
presented from the advisory committee, which elicited great 
interest and has since attracted wide and favorable atten- 
tion. This session of the association was one of unusual 

value. 

The annual meeting of the association for 1884 was held 
in Madison in July. The session was brief, and somewhat 
overshadowed by the presence of large numbers of members 
of the National Educational Association and affiliated or- 
ganizations which were holding meetings in the city at the 
same time. One of the pleasant features of this session, 
were the addresses of Ex-State Superintendents Barry, 
Draper, Pickard, McMynn, Fallows and Whitford, whose 
official life covers nearly the entire ptjriod of educational 
life and progress in the state. 

Prof. R W. Burton, of Janesville, was elected President 
for the ensuing year*, and C. H. Keyes was re-elected Secre- 
tary; L. H. Clark, of Tomah, was elected Treasurer. 

In compliance with the invitation of the Wisconsin 
Teachers' Association, seconded by cordial official action of 
various boards of education and others interested, including 
the Governor of the state and the Mayor and council of the 
city of Madison, the National Educational Association held 
its annual meeting in the city of Madison in July of the 
present year. The gathering was notable for the great num- 
bers in attoidance, for the high character of the leading 
participants, the ability and vigor of addresses and discus- 
sions, the wide area from which visitors were attracted, and 
the large and varied exhibit of school work held in con- 
nection therewith. The claim is made that it was the 
largest educational gathering ever assembled. 

The teachers of this state of all grades were present in 
large numbers; the entire capitol was graciously placed at 
the disposal of the guests, by the governor, as well as the 
various churches and halls in the city, where simultaneous 
meetings of sections and affiliated organizations were held. 
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The hospitality of state and city officials, and of the people 
of the city, was extended without reserve, and most cordially 
appreciated. 

The inspiration of so large a convention, composed of per- 
sons of high repute from every section of the country, and 
the revelations of the exhibits, can but prove stimulating 
and healthful, and of more than transient benefit. It should 
be counted as high honor to have entertained so august an 
assemblage. 

AMENDMENTS OF THE SCHOOL LAWS. 

The supply of school codes having been entirely ex- 
hausted some months since, nothwithstanding numerous 
applications were made for copies I have deemed it wise to 
defer the publication of a new edition until the assembling of 
the legislature would afford an opportunity for a few 
changes in the statutes which have been found needful in 
the interests of harmony, and the elimination of ambiguity. 
These proposed changes will be presented in the form of 
bills in due time, to the committee having the matter of ed- 
ucation in charge. 

WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARIES. 

At the date of my last report, December 10, 1882, there 
were 52 Webster's Unabridged Dictionaries on hand. Dur- 
ing the years 1883 and 1884, up to the 30th day of Septem- 
ber, there have been purchased 615 copies, making a total of 
667 copies to be accounted for. 

Of these, 263 copies have been furnished to school dis- 
tricts as a first supply; 342 copies have been sold to school 
districts for re-supply; 32 copies have been sold to other 
parties authorized by law to purchase of the state; 30 copies 
remain on hand September 30, 1884. 

Receipts of the state treasurer for $2,618, in payment for 
the 374 dictionaries sold, are on file in this office. 
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MAP OF WISCONSIN. 

During the two years ending September 30, 1 884, 226 of 
the Nicodemus & Conover Map of Wisconsin have been 
sold, and the amount received therefor ($478) has been paid 
to the state treasurer, and his receipts therefor are on file in 
this office. By chapter 90, general laws of 1883, the state 
superintendent was authorized to sell these maps at $2.00 
per copy. Previously the price was $4.00, and between the 
date of the last report and the reduction of the price in 
March, 1883, 13 copies had been sold at $4.00 each; the 
balance reported, 213 copies, were sold at $2.00 each. 

There remain of these maps on hand, 181 copies. 

The 400 copies of the railroad map of the state, authorized 
to be distributed by the state superintendent among the 
schools of the state, by chapter 258, laws of 1883, have been 
sent to districts purchasing a Nicodemus & Conover map, 
and to others making application as far as the supply ad- 
mitted. 

OFFICIAL LABORS. 

Since my last report my official labors have been directed 
as far as consistent with other duties: 

(a) Toward a thorough supervision and inspection of the 
Free High Schools, examining the courses of study, the plan 
of instruction, and introducing into the courses of study the 
theory and art of teaching, organization and management 
and course of study for ungraded schools — thus furnishing 
facilities for the teachers of common schools to make some 
preparation for their duties with comparatively little ex- 
pense. 

(b) The visitation and inspection of teachers' institutes 
and the Normal Schools. 

(c) General conventions of county superintendents of 
schools. 
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By these means it has been attempted to lay a better founda- 
tion for the elements of a general intelligence, by systemat- 
ic^ continuous, and progressive work in the common school, 
from which a large majority of the entire population obtain 
their education. 

For specific information relating to the State University 
and Normal Schools, reference is respectfully made to the 
documents accompanying this report. Special reports from 
county superintendents are also appended, indicating fea- 
tures of the work coming under their inmiediate observa* 
tion. 

I have personally visited thirty-five counties, and have 
decided forty-eight appeals. I have been seconded in my 
labors most heartily and efficiently, by my assistant, Hon. 
W. H. Chandler, to whom the state of Wisconsin is very 
largely indebted for the present high position which her 
elementary instruction occupies. 

ROBERT GRAHAM, 

State Superintendent. 
8-s. a 
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DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING REPORT. 



UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF THE BOARD OF 

REGENTS. 



To His Excellency, Jeremiah M. Rusk, Governor : 

* * * For a series of years past the history of the uni- 
versity has been that of rapid, continuous and wholesome 
growth. This growth is not to be measured by the increase 
in the number of students in attendance alone, but also by 
the necessary additions to real estate and buildings, by the 
progressive enlargement of cabinets and libraries, by the 
establishment of new and the expansion of old departments 
of instruction, and especially by the higher grade of 
instruction imparted in nearly or quite all the courses of 
study. 

Since our last report the chairs of pharmacy and materia 
medica, and of the science and art of teaching, have been 
founded, and an agricultural station has been established, 
embracing experimental investigation, and departments of 
instruction in chemistry and botany, in their relations to 
agriculture. 

Notwithstanding this continuous growth of the university 
in usefulness, influence, property, and in every source of per- 
manent strength, the board of regents is compelled to contend 
with the fact, that the increase in the sources of pecuniary sup- 
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port from year to year, bears no just proportion to the in- 
creased demands of the institution intrusted to their care and 
supervision, or to the increase in the property and popula- 
tion of the state. With a total average income the past two 
fiscal years of but little more than eighty thousand dollars 
per annum, from all public sources, including the total pro- 
duct of the university fund, the income arising from land£( 
donated by the federal government for the benefit of agri- 
cultural and mechanic arts, and the receipts from state 
appropriations — the government of the university has been 
required to furnish nearly four hundred students with free 
tuition in all the branches of higher education, conduct 
valuable and somewhat extensive investigations in agricul- 
ture, partially maintain an astronomical observatory of high 
character, contribute to the support of a boarding house for 
young ladies, repair old and construct new buildings, pay a 
large insurance, and provide for more extensive apparatus, 
cabinets, libraries and other facilities of instruction abso- 
lutely essential to this as to all institutions of similar grade 
and character. 

The value of the work thus being performed, important as 
it is in its direct and immediate advantages to the popula- 
tion of the state, can not be estimated by present results in 
any adequate degree. In a moral and educational view, the 
influences exerted are necessarily permanent and accumu- 
lative, to an extent far beyond the possibility of human cal- 
culation. But even in a purely mercenary sense, the state 
has no reason to regret its proportion of the expenditure in 
this direction, since all is returned tenfold in the accumu- 
lated property of the university itself, in the more intelligent 
control and utilization of the industrial resources of the state,, 
and in the diminished expenditures of the government other- 
wise, in the interests of public order and progress. 

The present tendency of public opinion is toward manual 
and industrial education, and the recent progress of the uni« 
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versity has been mainly in this direction. The income from 
the lands donated by congress in 1862 for the benefit of '' such 
branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the 
mechanic arts," scarcely exceeds a fifth part of the total in- 
come from public sources, but the legislature of 1883 pro- 
vided in some degree for the deficiency of resources in these 
departments, by a specific appropriation for the support of an 
agricultural station, to the extent of the income provided in 
the act, and the regents have not failed to give practical 
effect to the purpose of the state, with the prospect of large 
and important practical results. 

The wisdom and propriety of extending a generous sup- 
port to those branches of education relating to agriculture 
and the mechanic arts are made suflBciently manifest by the 
fact that not less than 200,000 persons in Wisconsin, of all 
ages, are engaged in the occupation of agriculture, and 
nearly 100,000 persons in manufactures and mechanical and 
mining industries — the two classes constituting nearly 
three-quarters of the total number of all persons engaged 
in all classes of occupations in this state, according to the 
census of 1880. The value of our farm products for the year 
preceding the date of the census reached a total of nearly 
$73,000,000, while the capital in Wisconsin manufactures 
alone is placed by the same authority at nearly $75,000,000, 
with a gross annual product of more than $128,000,000. To 
train hand and brain in ways that shall best utilize and 
multiply the forces concerned in these vast industries is cer- 
tainly not beneath the dignity or foreign from the duty of 
the state, and this work requires a concentration of the in- 
fluence and resources at our command, rather than their 
dissipation by divided effort. 

The regents are aware that propositions have been sug- 
gested for separating the department of agriculture, or the 
departments of agriculture and of mechanic arts, one or 
both, from the body of the university, thereby diverting 
the income from the national grant of 1862, or a portion 
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thereof, from its present application to the support of the 
university. 

That which Wisconsin most requires at this time in the 
line of public education is not a multiplication of institu- 
tions devoted to that purpose, but a better equipment and 
support of those we now have. ***** 

There seems to be a prevailing misapprehension as to the 
precise purpose contemplated by the act of congress under 
consideration. Your attention is particularly called to 
section 4 of that act, which declares the object of the 
colleges to be, "without excluding other scientific and 
classical studies, and including military tactics, to teach 
such branches of learning as are related to agriculture 
and the mechanic arts, in such manner as the legislatures 
of the states may respectively prescribe, in order to pro- 
mote the liberal and practical education of the industrial 
classes in the several pursuits and prof essions of life." 

According to this language, and the whole tenor of the 
act, scientific and classical studies were not to be excluded 
from the colleges endowed. Nor were the courses of in- 
struction to relate to agriculture or the mechanic arts 
exclusively; on the contrary, they were to be such as the 
state should deem necessary to the education of students in 
all the pursuits and professions of life. This is the language 
and meaning of the law, and it is quite difficult to discover 
how any institution different in purpose or character from 
the present university of Wisconsin, including all its 
departments, would entirely conform to the requirements of 
the law. 

It may ve considered a question, indeed, aside from any 
expressed purpose of the law, whether the best policy of the 
state would be to educate the sons of farmers exclusively, 
or even generally, for the duties of the farm. There seems 
to be a law above human law which dictates that young 
men from the industrial classes shall be educated " in the 
several pursuits and professions of life." Exchange and in- 
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terchange of pursuits and professions are apparently essen- 
tial conditions of national prosperity and progress. The 
sons of fanners best fill the places vacated by classes ener- 
vated by the successes of commerce and the luxuries of city 
life; and to-day neither New York nor Boston could main- 
tain its ascendancy in commercial or professional strength 
but for the continual accession.of hard muscles and untainted 
brain from rural life. And it is the right and also the duty 
of classes made strong by free air, economy, deprivation 
and labor to assert for themselves, in commerce, manufac- 
tures and the professions, all the advantages of that strength^ 
earned for them by the sacrifices of their fathers and them- 
selves, by educating themselves " in the several pursuits and 
professions of life;" and all experience proves that attempts 
to overthrow this order of progression mostly or wholly fail. 
The necessity of economy, also, seems to require us to unite 
in promoting and protecting the plan of education already 
instituted and established, enlarging and expanding the 
usefulness of the university in all its departments, especially 
in such departments as are apparently deficient at the pres- 
ent time — and should those departments relating to agricul- 
ture seem to be included in the latter class, it is quite certain 
that the board of regents will be found ready to cooperate 
in all efforts to place it upon broader and stronger founda- 
tions. 

GEO. H. PAUL, 

President of Board of Regents. 



REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNIVERSITY. 

The wants of a thriving university are like the hunger of 
a growing boy, not easily nor long satisfied. It is to be 
feared that the people of Wisconsin may inconsiderately 
object to this vigor of development, because of the many 
claims that accompany it. The university has made rapid 
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progress in the years immediately past, both in the amount 
and quality of instruction and in its accessories. Thorough 
and extended collegiate work calls for the aid of many ex- 
perienced instructors, and for the means of making that in- 
struction fully effective. The great difference between it 
and intermediate work in these particulars, it is difficult for 
those not conversant with the facts fully to appreciate. 

The university now needs for instruction in zoology a full 
collection of typical skeletons which will help to disclose the 
fundamental ideas of the animal kingdom. We are very re- 
luctant to lose the partial collection, belonging to Mr. Ward, 
which we now hold in trust. 

We are ready in biology and botany to do original work. 
Yet, we can not enter successfully upon it, unless we have 
in our library the books and periodicals that give in detail 
the work already done. These books of reference are in- 
dispensable for the student, who is to know how far inquiry 
has extended, and what remains to be done. The depart- 
ment also of physics, geology, chemistry, agriculture and 
engineering, would be greatly aided by the ability to pur- 
chase at once standard works. Our library fund only suf- 
fices to maintain the library after these immediately urgent 
wants are met. 

If we are to receive the full benefit of our campus, we 
need a new gymnasium in connection with it, one that shall 
offer much more perfect conditions of physical training than 
the old one, and also furnish a suitable arsenal for our arms. 
The entire department] of hygiene, in itself of great, of 
almost supreme, importance, can not be put and kept on an 
adequate basis, without the full service of a professor in this 
department. When physical exercises are directly and 
wisely adjusted to the wants of each student; when the ex- 
ercises are required, and instruction in this department is 
given in connection with them, we shall find, not only the 
value of this work greatly increased, but its power to sustain 
other forms of labor greatly enlarged. Amherst College has 
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for years maintained such a professorship with great advan- 
tage. 

The work in practical and theoretical mechanics has been 
so successful that our present quarters are insuflScient for 
farther growth. A building exclusively devoted to this 
work, and with greatly enlarged accommodations, has be- 
come very desirable. 

In spite of the great liberality of the state, our reasonable 
expectations in reference to income have not been fully met. 
In the first instance, our endowments have yielded less than 
we had reason to hope. A portion of them have lain for 
considerable periods without investment, and investments 
are yielding and promise to yield less than formerly. There 
Is also another occasion of disappointment. The valuation 
of the state remains very low, and the fractional tax upon it 
has been a fixed, instead of an elastic and growing fund, as 
we had hoped. 

Under this conjunction of past liberality and renewed 
wants; it is easy for the public to misunderstand the problem 
the university presents. A feeling of dissatisfaction and 
complaint may readily take the place of the more just senti- 
ment of congratulation and hope. The university of Wis- 
consin has really achieved an extraordinary success, and is 
doing its work with unusual breadth and efficiency. 

There has been an unreasonable disposition on the part of 
a few to find fault with the numbers in attendance on the 
university. In comparing this institution with the univer- 
sity of Michigan, they have overlooked two things; first, 
that the large numbers of that institution are due chiefly to 
its professional schools. These schools, whatever may be 
their value, are certainly of much less value than collegiate 
instruction. It is this instruction which always constitutes 
and must constitute the very soul and body of a university. 
Professional schools are accessories whose desirability is de- 
pendent upon circumstances. (Our relations to Chicago are 
such that we have never thought the establishment of a 
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medical school to be a project of any particular promise. 
We can plead for it neither necessity nor any special advan- 
tages. On the other hand, all the accessories of a medical 
college refiaain with us to be created.) 

If we turn to the strictly central and indispensable work 
of college instruction, we find that the university of Wis- 
consin is doing in this particular business for Wisconsin as 
mnch as the university of Michigan is for Michigan. The 
university of Michigan, as much the earlier institution, is 
drawing largely from other states; but it has scarcely more 
collegiate students from its own state than we have from 
our own state. 

The income, on the other hand, of the university of Mich- 
igan is two and one-half times greater than that of the 
imiversity of Wisconsin. The two institutions do not differ 
much from each other in the ratio of instructors to students. 
No thorough and suflBcient university work can be done 
without an instructional force that will seem disproportion- 
ately large to those who are contented that the university 
shall merely carry forward the work of the high schools in 
a few of the most obvious directions of study. If, however, 
we are determined to have an institution with a liberal cur- 
riculum, well sustained in each department, our expenditure 
must be proportioned to this very comprehensive, far-reach- 
ing and important object. We think it plain, to those who 
understand the case, that the university of Wisconsin, both 
absolutely and relatively to other institutions, is doing the 
work of higher instruction, which it proposes, not only fully 
and successfully, but also economically. 

There has also been a partial misunderstanding of the 
actual growth of the university. The convenient but very 
inadequate list of members has been applied in such a way 
as to conceal rather than uncover the facts. The grade of 
work has been steadily advanced in the university, and this 
action has thrown back many students on the high schools, 
to the advantage of these schools, and to our own advantage. 
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The preparatory department has been abolished^ and this 
step has greatly reduced the aggregate number of students. 
This change took place in 1880. At that time there were 
105 sub-freshmen, and 324 college students. The year im- 
mediately following this change was not affected by it as 
regards the nmnber in college courses. It requires five years 
before the entire effects of a measure of this kind are seen in 
the college classes. A preparatory department of 105 stu- 

t 

dents should yield at least forty each year to the freshman 
class. This number, when spread over four years — making 
all due allowance for the dropping off in attendance — ought 
to furnish hardly less than 100 students in th/^ college classes. 
In 1884, therefore, we should have suffered a loss — if this 
tendency remained uncorrected — of 75 students, due to the 
abolition of the preparatory work. As a matter of fact, 
however, the catalogue of 1884 shows 312 students in college 
studies, as against 281 in 1879, and 324 in 1880. While, there- 
fore, we seem to have suffered the loss of 12 students, com- 
paring 1880 and 1884, we have really been overcoming a 
tendency which would naturally have issued in the loss of 
75 students. In other words, we have gained 63 students. 
This is a result which calls for congratulation and not regret. 
A decline in numbers was expected as the immediate result 
of dispensing with the preparatory department. 

If we look at the relation of the university to the state, we 
have equal ground for satisfaction. There are but two or 
three colleges in the country that have more college students 
than the university of Wisconsin from the state to which 
they respectively belong. The names of very few young 
men from the state of Wisconsin are now found in eastern 
catalogues. It may be doubted whether there is any other 
institution that furnishes so large a portion as does the uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, of the entire body of collegiate stu- 
dents graduated within the state which it represents. 

It would hardly be desirable that this university should 
have anymore complete command of higher education than 
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that which has fallen to it. It needs the stimulus of the little 
competition that still remains. The collegiate graduates 
have reached 65, with a steady tendency to increase. 

Nor are appearances less promising when we look at the 
relation of the university of Wisconsin to the high schools. 
"We are receiving about 130 students each year, and nearly 
four-fifths of these come to us directly from the high schools. 
We have now a strong list of accredited high schools; and 
most of the high schools of the state order their course of 
study more or less in reference to the university. 

Under these very profitable and promising conditions, the 
state can well afford to renew and enlarge its liberality 
toward the university. 

The lines of growth are these: If we wish numbers, we 
may well do something by wise advertisement to secure a 
larger attendance from the neighboring states. There is no 
institution of equal power so little known beyond the bor- 
ders of fts own state as the University of Wisconsin. Honor 
abroad and a liberal percentage of foreign students enhance 
the estimate in which a university is held at home. 

Much more may be done and should be done to aid and 
improve the high schools of the state. We can not at once 
create students ready for college. This must be accom- 
plished by the intervention of intermediate schools. The 
life and enthusiasm of these schools are our strength. We 
may well look for much aid in this particular to the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction. It is also possible that the 
faculty of the university should do more in visiting these 
schools, and in stimulating and directing this intermediate 
work. While we would by no means overlook the fact that 
the high school has a function of its own aside from the 
university, we fully believe that this, its first and proper and 
more important life, calls for the inspiration given it by its 
connection with the University. 

We trust that the professorship of pedagogy just estab- 
lished will be very helpful in this direction.' Instruction in 
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didactics will not only aid those who are at the head of our 
high schools in ordering their work for the greatest benefit 
of the community to which they belong, the attention of 
these schools will be constantly directed to higher education 
and the enlarged lines of work offered in the university. 
This professorship will be ordered in the direct interest of 
general education, and, through general education, of the 
university. 

The last and most direct line of growth for the university 
lies in its development within itself of its own educational 
purposes. Every new form of work added to our old work^ 
all old work done with fresh eflSciency, tend, not only to at- 
tract more students, but to make the service we render to 
those already present more complete. 

We can not secure the force of large life without large 
life itself. It is to this end we make bold, year by year, to 
renew our claims, and to present the enlarging wants of the 
university. 

We are sure the people of the state will not grow weary 

in well doing, if they are only convinced that the work of 

education is well done. 

JOHN BASCOM. 
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THE NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF THE BOARD OF 

REGENTS. 

To his Excellency, J. M. Rusk, 

Governor of Wisconsin: 

* * * * During the two past years, meetings of the Board 
were held in July and February of each year, being the 
times designated by law, for making financial settlements 
with each school and transacting other business within the 
province of the Board. 

The schools have been visited at intervals by the following 
standing committees of the Board: " Executive,^' ^' Teacher s,^^ 
*^ Graduating Classes" and '^ Inspection of Schools and 
Buildings." These committees have special and distinctive 
work assigned them. In the discharge of these duties, each 
member, from personal observation, has opportunities of 
gaining a knowledge of the character and scope of the work 
being done by the normal schools of the state. 

The buildings and grounds, as well as the portable prop- 
erty of each school, are in good condition. Necessary re- 
pairs have been made when required for the preservation of 
property, and the comfort and convenience of the schools. 
The most important, since last report, being the re-construc- 
tion of the out-houses at Whitewater and Oshkosh, and 
placing new heating and ventilating apparatus in the south 
wing of the Platteville building. 

The normal schools are using every effort to make their 
influence felt throughout the common schools. While a few 
of the students complete the advanced course and are 
fitted to take charge of graded or high schools, by far the 
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greater number take only the elementary or partial course, 
and hare in view a better preparation for teaching in 
country schools or in the lower departments of graded 
schools. The interests of the country schools are, therefore, 
constantly considered. The "course of study for country 
schools " is made the basis of much of the work attempted 
in the first year of the course, thus insuring on the part of 
every student some familiarity with the principles under- 
lying such a course and an acquaintance with methods 
adapted to country schools. The ungraded schools are at a 
• serious disadvantage on account of isolation, limited super- 
vision, short terms of school, frequent change of teachers, 
and an all but complete absence of appropriate apparatus 
and reference books; yet no schools make more satisfactory 
returns for good teaching than these. In the rural district 
the teacher occupies a position of more influence among his 
pupils and patrons than does the teacher of a graded school. 
Here he lives among his pupils, and on account of the 
paucity of other sources of information he is appealed to as 
authority; his opinions carry more weight and his example 
has more influence than in any other class of schools. In 
the country school, unless the teacher is more than all other 
school forces, the result is failure; in the graded schools, 
supervision, division of labor, systematic arrangement, 
abundance of apparatus and needed reference books make a 
fair degree of success possible, even when the teacher wields 
comparatively little influence. Our normal schools realize 
the condition and needs of the country schools and are 
faithfully and earnestly laboring to fit teachers to do such 
work as the interests of these schools demand. 

The National Educational Association has just closed its 
twenty-fourth annual session at Madison. In point of mem- 
bership, no such educational gathering has ever before as- 
sembled on this continent. Among the six thousand present 
were teachers from every state and nearly every territory 
in the Union. Schools of every grade were represented by 
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their ablest workers. Advocates of diflEerent educational 
themes and the friends of the various systems of schools 
were afforded the greatest possible opportunity to set forth 
their views and show results. It was a marvelously com- 
plete exhibit of the educational condition of the entire coun- 
try. Wisconsin appreciates the honor conferred by having 
such a convention within her limits, and is proud that it 
was able to give substantial proof of the sympathy of its 
citizens with the work of the teacher. But the state will 
reap a still greater reward. Our teachers will enter upon 
the labors of another year with higher ideals, with greater 
inspiration, with a fuller sense of the nobility of the teach- 
er's calling, and with a better understanding of the work to 
be done than ever before. Our normal schools especially 
will feel this quickening impulse. On account of their 
professional character, every suggestion claiming to be in 
the interest of the art of teaching receives their careful 
consideration, and if at all promising is put to the test of 
actual practice. While all the educational interests of the 
state will share in the benefits resulting from this great 
gathering, it may be confidently claimed that none will be 
benefited more than the normal schools. 

Chapter 299, laws of Wisconsin, 1880, made it " the duty of 
the Board of Begents of Normal Schools to establish an ad- 
ditional normal school in the city of Milwaukee, in the 
fourth congressional district of this state, and to proceed to 
organize and conduct the same without impairing the effi- 
ciency of the normal schools already established as provided 
by section 399, of chapter 26, of the revised statutes of 1878, 
as soon as said board shall, in its own judgment, be able to 
provide from the funds at its disposal for the maintenance of 
said school in said city of Milwaukee: provided, the said 
city ^f Milwaukee shall donate a site and a suitable building 
for said normal school in said city of Milwaukee, the location 
and plan of said building to be approved by said board of 
regents, and the said site and buildings to be together of a 
value not less than fifty thousand dollars." 
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It also made it ^^ the duty ol said board of regents to act 
upon the site and plans of the building submitted to them 
within sixty days from the date of receiving the same upon 
their application therefor, and the said city of Milwaukee 
shall, as soon thereafter as said board shall have approved 
said site and plans, proceed with the erection of said build- 
ing in accordance with the plans adopted." 

In fulfilling the requirements of the law above quoted, 
the board of regents selected a site in the 4th ward of said 
city, and approved plans for a building, prepared by E. T. 
Mix, architect. The requirements of the laws have been 
complied with on the part of the city by the erection of the 
building in accordance with the plans. The building is a 
handsome and commodious structure, conveniently arranged 
with special reference to the ] needs of a first-class normal 
school. It now remains for the board of regents to organ- 
ize and open the school, which will be done as soon as the 
funds at the disposal of the board will justify. * * * 

The salaries paid normal teachers may seem large in 
proportion to those paid ^ in high schools and some of the 
colleges of our state. Yet the sums paid are not suflBcient 
to make the teaching force as secure or permanent as would 
best serve the interests of our normal schools. For many 
years it has been a source of grave concern and much labor 
on the part of the regents, to keep the schools supplied with 
able and efficient teachers. Two years ago there were in 
the service of the four schools, sixty teachers, an average of 
fifteen to each; since that date there have been four resig- 
nations from Platteville, five from Whitewater, eleven from 
Oshkosh, and seven from Eiver Falls, being nearly fifty per 
cent, of the entire number. Most of these resignations were 
from among our best teachers, who were called to the ser- 
vice of normal schools of other states, and to institutions of 
learning within our own state, with an increase of salary 
over that paid by the board. To these resignations may be 
added that of President Stearns, of Whitewater, received 
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since writing the above. I can not express my appreciation 
of President Stearns' ability and services to. the school over 
which he has so long presided, and to the cause of education 
in the state, in better language than by quoting the follow- 
ing, from the Wisconsin Journal of Education : 

"J. W. Steams has tendered his resignation of the presidency of the 
normal school at Whitewater, and accepted the appointment to the chair 
of theory and art of teaching in the University of Wisconsin, tendered 
him by the board of regents of that institution. President Stearns' resig- 
nation will take effect at the close of the present term, about February 1st, 
and he will enter upon the duties of his new positidn immediately there- 
after. By his habit of mind, his education, his experience, and his recent 
studies and investigation, Dr. Stearns has become peculiarly endowed with 
especial fitness for the chair to which he has been called, and those who 
know him best confidently predict that he will make pedagogy, as a uni- 
versity study, attractive, interesting and profitable to students, and by 
original work and the ability he will bring to the effort, place that depart- 
ment in the University of Wisconsin in the front rank of similar depart- 
ments in the country. Six years ago he was elected to the presidency of 
the normal school at Whitewater, and since that time has administered its 
affairs with great wisdom and fidelity, drawing all students towards him- 
self and towards their work and the school in earnest fealty and enthusi- 
astic loyalty, by his ability, his genial and courteous manners, and his 
kindly interest in the welfare of all under his charge, and uniting the fac- 
ulty and community in co-operative efforts for tke success of the school. 

*' President Steams has taken an active interest in institute and associa- 
tion work in the state, and by his lectures, reports, discussions and ad- 
dresses, has attracted that attention to his abiJity, his scholarship, his 
interest and research in the line of pedagogics, which has culminated in 
his election to the important position he has now been caUed to fill. The 
teachers of the state have occasion for congratulation that our own and 
not the university of another state secures him to its faculty." 

In reviewing the work done by the teachers' institute I 
am pleased to report that it is steadily growing in public 
favor throughout the state. Each succeeding year proves 
its power and usefulness in elevating the tone of our public 
schools. It imparts a knowledge of the philosophy of teach- 
ing and school management^ it stimulates its members to 

4— S. S. 
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direct their studies along those lines most useful to them in 
their work as teachers, and induces many of the younger 
and inexperienced members to seek a more thorough and 
systematic preparation in the normal schools and other 
higher educational institutions of our state. 

J. H. EVANS, 
President, 

EXTRACTS FROM BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE PRES- 
IDENT OF NORMAL SCHOOL AT PLATTEVILLE. 

The report upon the condition and progress of the State 
Normal School at PJatteville, for the two years beginning 
September 1, 1882, and closing August 21, 1884, is herewith 
presented. ********** 

Students assigned to the preparatory department are ex- 
pected to be prepared to enter upon the normal course in 
one term and are admitted to the normal department upon 
their record while members of the preparatory. Applicants 
not fitted for preparatory department are assigned 
to grammar grade. Pupils who complete the course 
in the grammar grade are admitted to preparatory or normal 
without examination. The number entering each year upon 
the normal course is from 100 to 200. 

professional training. 

During the two years just closed, the constant aim has been 
to strengthen and enlarge the professional element of the 
school. Members of the faculty have cheerfully aided in all 
efforts having this end in view. While the necessary aca- 
demic instruction has been no less thorough than heretofore, 
the experiment has been tried of bringing the pupil into con- 
tact with professional thought, immediately upon entering 
upon the normal course. One very important function of a 
normal school is to test theory by actual work. Only by 
this means can a change be shown to be an improvement. 
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It has been the practice to defer purely professional instruc- 
tion until the pupil had met the demands of the school in his 
knowledge of common school studies. Thus from one to 
two terms were given to academic work alone. True, the 
organization and discipline were expected to exert an influ- 
ence favorable to impressing right views of educational proc- 
esses, yet they lacked the force of direct and systematic 
instruction. Much may be learned incidentally by being a 
member of a school that is well organized and under good 
discipline, but much more ought to be learned where these 
conditions are made to supplement systematic training. 
Students sufficiently mature to enter profitably upon the 
normal course, are, by virtue of that maturity, fitted for the 
consideration of professional pursuits. So the attempt has. 
been made to make the training, at least to some extent, 
professional from the very beginning of the course. This 
effort has taken the direction of elementary lessons in men- 
tal science, accompanied by a consideration of matter and 
method as related to the faculties to be trained. Thus far 
the work has been almost entirely confined to what is pre- 
scribed for the first form, in the course of study for country 
schools. 

The student is led to observe mental states and to consider 
the best means to be used in the most natural order for the 
proper training of the faculties. Acts of observation, per- 
ception and attention are invested with new interest when 
seen in their true relation to the acquisition of knowledge. 
One promising result is already observed: students read 
with better understanding, and hence with more eagerness,, 
works that treat of the principles of education. It is 
believed that the following desirable results may reasonably 
be expected: (1.) Teachers will be led to study the child 
who receives the instruction as well as the subject in which 
instruction is to be given. (2.) Teachers will learn to judge 
of the quality of instruction by its adaptation to the mental 
needs of the learner. (3.) Students who remain in the 



62 First Biennial Keport of the [Pub. Doc. 

The Normal Schools. 

school only one or two terms will have some idea of refer- 
ring methods of teaching to principles, and thus be less 
liable to become mere imitators of what they have seen but 
had not comprehended. It is the purpose to extend these 
lessons in mental science so as to embrace principles that 
may serve as guides through the common school course. 

In addition to the work here outlined, the course of study 
as given in the catalogues of the school, for the two years 
just closed, contemplates that each student shall pursue at 
least one professional study each term while he remains a 
member of the school. In all of this work specific instruc- 
tion is given and class recitations and examinations are 
required. 

But the professional training follows two other lines — 
observation and practice-teaching. 

Every student is expected to become familiar with the 
management of each grade, and with the instruction of each 
class taught by the regular teachers of the model school. 
Recognizing the value of a good model, students are encour- 
aged to make frequent and extended visits to this depart- 
ment of the school for the purpose of observing exemplifica- 
tions of such work as may be under discussion in classes in 
management or in method. Opportunities of observation 
are afforded at all times and are eagerly accepted by many 
of the students. It has been found, however, that so long 
as observation is optional with the pupil, not a few allow 
other duties to interfere with observation, either neglecting 
it entirely or giving it so little attention that the result is 
not satisfactory. It has accordingly been thought best to 
make observation a regular exercise of the school, with class 
organization, and to require written reports. Each term 
classes in observation are formed and the members dis- 
tributed so that each shall observe all the exercises in the 
different grades of the model school during the hour desig- 
nated. By changing the hour [for observation at intervals 
of three weeks, a large part of the work of ^the school is 
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brought under the pupil's observation in a comparatively 
short time. At the close of each week, pupils submit de- 
tailed reports in writing, in which they show the method 
pursued in class instruction and state such principles as they 
had been able to find exemplified in the exercises witnessed. 
It is readily seen that such reports can be made a basis of 
valuable discussions and suggestions. Not a few fail for a 
time to observe anything that can be any guide whatever to 
the character of the teaching. But it is believed that such 
directions may be given and such suggestions offered as 
shall enable the observer to appreciate excellencies in the 
work observed. Here the student is not burdened with the 
responsibilities of class discipline, or with giving direction 
to the thoughts of those under instruction, but gives himself 
to the task of studying the processes of imparting and re- 
ceiving instruction. He learns to distinguish between teach- 
ing and recitation hearing, and to know the proper place 
and use of each; to observe the effect of different motives, 
and to give thoughtful consideration to the means employed 
to arrest and to hold attention. 

Students who have had experience in teaching largely en- 
gage in this work and find it instructive even with compar- 
atively little supervision. Their experience has made them 
painfully conscious of their own want of skill in some de- 
partment of school work; and they gladly avail themselves 
of every opportunity to observe the methods of those who 
are counted skillful in the art of teaching. Every good 
school attracts many teachers to observe its processes, and 
thus becomes a center of influence. Especially should the 
model department of a normal school be recognized as a. 
place where the experienced teacher may find confirmation 
of his own practices, or find such exemplifications as may 
enable him to make corrections in such of his own methods a& 
he had found unsatisfactory. Such as have had no experience 
in teaching are likely to waste time in observation, unless- 
they are under skilled supervision and intelligent direction. 
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The interests of this class, therefore, receive special atten- 
tion. The benefits to be gained from observation are fre- 
quently presented, and reasons given why students should 
become intimately acquainted with the workings of the 
model school. Directions are given what and how to ob- 
serve, and such aids afforded by the supervisor and by the 
teacher in charge as may give intelligent direction to the 
work. It is the aim of the school to afford every oppor- 
tunity for observation, and to render such assistance to the 
student as may make the exercise both interesting and pro- 
fitable. 

The amount of practice teaching done in the school has 
varied but little for four years, the average being about 725 
weeks, and the number of different pupils engaging in the 
work about seventy each year. This amount fairly meets 
the demands for practice,- can be closely supervised, and 
does not seriously impair the quality of instruction. It is 
the purpose to give the student the advantage of teaching 
as great variety of subjects and grades as may be consistent 
with the good of the school. In connection with the prac- 
tice teaching lessons are given and discussions held upon 
topics ID class management and instruction naturally found 
in the experience of the teacher. 

It is believed that the minimum of work in professional 
training should be very considerable, and should be ex- 
tended as fast and as far as circumstances may allow. This 
is the policy of the school; and year by year class instruc- 
tion in professional studies, observation and practice are be- 
coming more highly appreciated as the value of each in the 
problem becomes more apparent. 

It is hoped that these two years have registered some 
progress. While conscious of inability to fully comprehend 
the difficulties and properly to deal with the various phases 
of the work of training the young, the ever present convic- 
tion of its importance has been an incentive to earnest and 
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diligent effort. If this effort has been wisely directed, 
future results will show a corresponding gain. 

In all departments of the school and throughout its vari- 
ous exercises the constant aim has been to awaken thought 
so that the pupil may arrive at his conclusions by the exer- 
cise of his own faculties. This governing principle may be 
expressed in the language of Prof. Joseph Payne: ^'The 
art of education consists in the practical application of prin- 
ciples gained by studying the nature of the child; the cen- 
tral principle, which governs all the rest, being that it is 
what the child does for and by himself that educates him." 

D. McGregor, 

President. 

EXTRACTS FROM BIENNIAL REPORT OF PRESI- 
DENT OF NORMAL SCHOOL AT WHITEWATER. 

The average daily attendance in the normal department 
in 1882, was 208; in 1883, it was 209. ***** 
New classes are formed at the opening of each quarter, and 
thus the school is adapted to the needs of those who teach 
or engage in other labor during part of the school year. 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

Only about one-fifth of the applicants for admission report 
themselves as having attended high schools. This is an im- 
portant fact in its bearing upon the kind of work which the 
normal school must do. Unquestionably the first requisite in 
a teacher is culture. If he is to teach well he must not only 
know that which he is to teach, but also enough more to 
-apprehend its relations and the relative importance of its 
parts. He must also have in him the fruits of culture, right 
mental and physical habits, ability to use his resources, 
quick discernment, and a genuine interest in the things of 
the understanding. These things do not develop in most 
persons without much more and better training than has 
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been enjoyed by the great majority of those who present 
themselves for admission to the normal school. It must be 
admitted, also, that the opportunities for securing them are 
most favorable in a large and fairly equipped school, with 
teachers who devote their time to work in special depart- 
ments; where young people from widely separated commu- 
nities meet in honorable rivalry, and where the practical 
value and necessity of the traiaing is present to the minds^ 
of all and pervades the whole atmosphere. At the age of 
seventeen, moreover, studies which were before learned 
slowly and by imitation and iteration, become significant 
and are learned rationally. Thus it seems to be necessary 
and wise, for the present at least, that these schools should 
continue to supply the general training in school studies- 
which is the first • requisite in the preparation of teachers. 
The only way to escape this necessity would be to raise the 
standard of admission, and if this were done to such an ex- 
tent as to sensibly diminish the amount of the work, the 
direct influence of the nonnal school over the teaching in 
the common district schools would be greatly impaired, if 
not altogether destroyed. 

The extent of this influence may be estimated in part hy 
the statement of the number who withdrew from the school 
each year to teach. Very few of these go into the graded 
schools, as the times of withdrawal sufficiently show. It is 
more difficult to supply, with even an approximation to ac- 
curacy, the materials for completing this partial estimate. 
A comparison of the catalogues of the school for the two- 
years last past shows that 104 of the 226 students in the first 
and second year classes of 1882 did not return to the school 
in 1883. If we assume that one-half of these are teaching,, 
which from past experience seems to be a reasonable esti- 
mate, we shall have to add to the withdrawals of 1883 fifty- 
two more pupils of the elementary course who were teaching 
last year, and mostly in the district schools. 
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING. 

What the school has done for these in the way of profes- 
sional training may be stated as follows: (1.) It has given 
them class-room drill in the branches which they are to 
teach, which, with the tests to which they have been sub- 
jected, has tended to form in them higher standards of 
excellence and habits of greater accuracy and thoroughness, 
at the same time that it has constantly kept before them the 
problems of presentation to others, and taught them how to 
think upon them. (2.) It has also given them opportunity of 
systematic observation of the teaching in the various de- 
partments of the model school, and required of them regular 
reports of t-hese. (3.) It has given them regular instruction 
five times a week for ten weeks in the organization, man- 
agement and methods of teaching in district schools. (4.) It 
has given them ten weeks' instruction in school economy 
and management. This is the scope of the first year's in- 
struction and training in the normal school. 

The idea has been repeatedly advanced that the province 
of the normal schools is to teach methods, but with the 
rational grounds of methods, the philosophy that underlies 
them, these schools have nothing to do. The reason as- 
signed is that this philosophy is abstruse and too difficult 
for the pupils to master. The position does not seem to me 
to be well taken. The necessary result of teaching methods 
empirically is that the teachers are made mere imitators; 
they can reproduce the methods they have learned at the 
normal school, but will have little power of adapting them 
to changing circumstances; they can have no conception of 
the real ends to be gained by their work, and, therefore, can 
not do it intelligently; they will not have in them the foun- 
dation for intelligent growth in their profession. If they 
continue in the work a philosophy will grow up in their 
minds — that is probably a necessity of mature minds -^ 
but it will be quite likely to be a narrow, hard and crude 
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philosophy, which grows out of their practices, and, there- 
fore, confirms them instead an instrument of intelligent 
self-criticism. Moreover, it is easy to exaggerate the diffi- 
culty of understanding the elementary principles of any 
philosophy. A right method of approach renders abstruse 
subjects easier of apprehension, as this always takes ac- 
count of the actual mental condition of the learner. And, 
further, it is absurd and contrary to all educational practice, 
to say that because a subject can not be presented in all its 
length and depth, therefore it is unprofitable to do anything 
with it. I believe that the elementary principles of psy- 
chology and educational science can be presented in an in- 
teresting and very profitable manner to normal pupils, so 
as to become fruitful in their minds of broader views and 
better practices in teaching. 

This is attempted first in the second year of the elemen- 
tary course, and afterward more fully in the senior year. 
The work in the theory of teaching, which occupies twenty 
weeks, is followed by practice in teaching in the model 
school under constant guidance and supervision. The ex- 
tent of this work has been steadily increased and supported 
by the systematic study of methods in the different 
branches taught in the common schools. The following 
tables show the amount of the work during the last two 

years: 

1882-3. 

In Preparatory classes, -.-.-... 25 weeks. 

In Grammar Grade classes, ........ 90 weelrs. 

In Intermediate classes, ....... 220 weeks. 

In Primary classes, .-.....-.. 860 weeks. 

Total, 606 weeks. 

Nmnber of persons who taught, ....... 40 

Average time of each, ......... 17^ weeks. 

1883-i. 

In Preparatory classes, ----....lOS weeks. 

In Grammar Grade classes, ........ 287 weeks. 

In Intermediate classes, ---..... 885 weeks. 

In Primary classes, .........475 weeks. 

Total, 1,^ weeks. 
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Number of persons who taught, ....... 70 

Ayerage time of teaching by each member of Senior class, - - - 17^ weeks. 

Average time of teaching by each member of Elementary claflM, - 22 weeioB. 

Average time of teaching by each member of Two-Two class, ... i^ weeks. 

The Elementary class is the one presented for certifica- 
tion at the close of the term, and the Two-Two class the one 
below. The practice work of the elementary course is there- 
fore fairly represented by adding together these two aver- 
ages. It is believed to be sufficient to develop and fairly 
test the teaching ability of the licentiates. 

CERTIFICATION AND GRADUATION. 

Two years more of study after completing the Elementary 
course are necessary to graduation. The full course corre- 
sponds quite closely with the requsitions at the state ex- 
aminations for life certificate, the only additional study 
being Latin. Less than this couldj not consistently be re- 
quired while the diploma of the school, when countersigned, 
remains equivalent to a life certificate, and it would be ob- 
viously unwise and contrary to sound policy to make these 
state seminaries for teachers inferior to the professional 
standard of the state. It is to be regretted that a larger 
number of students do not complete the full course. Com- 
paring the number of pupils in the first year class with the 
number certificated and graduated the past two years and 
we get the following result. 

1888.— Certificated, about 1 in 0. Graduated, about 1 in 17^ 
1884.— Certificated, aboat 1 in 5. Graduated, about 1 in 20^. 

These ratios are at best but a proximate representation 
of the general result. They show obviously, (1.) That the 
normal school is not to be estimated, so far as its effect upon 
the teaching force of the state is concerned, by the number of 
persons who complete the courses of study; (2.) That, consid- 
ering the age of the pupils, the natural causes which dimin- 
ish the number of all school classes, and the inducements 
which are continually oflfered to engage in teaching before 
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the work of preparation is finished, a very fair proportion of 
those who enter the school complete the elementary course; 
and (3.) That some still more powerful forces work to prevent 
a lar^e number from completing the full course. These are, 
(1.) That elementary students almost always teach for a year 
or two before completing their course, and in consequence 
many of them are led to put off their return from year to 
year, until the project is abandoned; and, (2.) That an ele- 
mentary certificate, when countersigned, is equal to a five 
years' certificate, and many do not look forward to a longer 
teaching period. It is difficult to determine what the effect 
of abolishing the certification would be. It would probably 
take away one of the inducements to make more prepara- 
tion than is absolutely requisite in order to pass the county 
examinations; and would be likely to cause more students 
to complete the full course. The effects of abolishing the 
full course, or confining it to some one school, would be to 
lower the professional standard of the whole body of stu- 
dents, for it is a daily object lesson, shaping their ideal of 
education, and lifting their aspirations; and would destroy 
in a single year results and tendencies which it has taken 
twelve or fifteen years to create. 

INCREASED FACILITIES. 

The means for doing the work of the school properly have 
been considerably increased during the two years. The new 
furniture introduced into the most of the rooms is a great 
improvement upon that displaced, and a proper model of 
what school furnishing should be to comply with known 
conditions of healthful growth. The new system of heating 
and ventilating works satisfactorily, and makes the sanitary 
conditions of the building creditable. The improved con- 
veniences for practice work have made possible the great 
and necessary increase in this. 

The Reference Library has grown from 980 volumes to 
1,414 volumes. It has been carefully selected with a view 
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not only to meeting the needs of Normal students in the 
prosecution of their studies, but to promote in them habits 
of reading useful books, and especially of making them ac- 
quainted while at the school with such books for young 
readers as will help them in teaching and in inspiring others 
with the love of knowledge. One of the greatest needs of the 
schools of this state at the present time is, in my judgment, 
that of suitable books for the young to read, books with 
which they can supplement and expand the meagre and dry 
outlines of the ordinary text-books, and so escape out of the 
intellectually hide-bound condition in which confinement to 
these leaves them. School work is barren and compara- 
tively unprofitable if it does not strive to beget habits of 
reading, if it does not at least introduce the child to the 
world of higher interests which the power to read opens to 
him. This is often rendered exceedingly diflicult because 
neither the home, nor the school ■*- nor, indeed, the town or 
village itself oftentimes — furnish books adapted to his 
wants. If the teacher knows of such books, owns a few and 
occasionally reads from them and even loans them, an im- 
pulse will be given which will often prove not less in value, 
measured by its results, than the formal instruction of the 
school. That those who are to teach should have access to 
such books and learn their use can not be questioned. The 
library in this school is freely and constantly used by 
students of all grades. 

Connected with it is a good reading room, maintained by 
the students, where are to be found many of the leading 
journals, magazines and reviews. The exercises of the 
school are so conducted as to keep up a living and intelligent 
interest in this as a means of becoming acquainted with 
current events and the more important discussions in litera- 
ture, art and science. 

The work-shop, which was begun a year ago in a small 
way as an experiment, has proved both popular and valua- 
ble. It aflfords limited means of working both woods and 
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metals, and serves to develop in satisfactory degree the re- 
sourcefulness of the pupils. They are not only led by it into 
the thought and practice of making for themselves what 
they need, but it also serves as a corrective to excessive 
bookishness, and an interesting and profitable form of phys- 
ical exercise. 

During the present year my service of more than six years 
in charge of this Normal School will be brought to a close. 
The progress and prosperity of the school during that period 
has been in large measure due to the constant interest, intel- 
ligent oversight and liberal policy of the Board of Regents, 
whose committees have repeatedly visited it and made them- 
selves familiar with its work and with its needs, and to the 
earnest labors of a faithful and efficient corps of teachers. 

J. W. STEARNS, President 



EXTRACTS FROM BIENNIAL REPORT OF PRESIDENT 
OF NORMAL SCHOOL AT OSHKOSH. 

Reference to records will show that the total enrollment 
for each of the past two years is almost identical, but that 
the average membership and attendance has increased some- 
what. 

OCCUPATION OF GRADUATES. 

51 have graduated from Advanced course. 
3 of these have never taught since graduation. 
45 of these are still teachers or superintendents. 

3 of these are practicing law. 

1 of these has completed a course in college. 

2 of these are now undergraduates in college. 
136 others have completed the Elementary course. 

4 of these have not taught since graduation. 

12 of these are pursuing the advanced Normal course. 

5 of these are pursuing a University course. 
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61 of these have taught every year since graduation. 

73 of these are teaching the present year. 
4 of these are deceased. 

16 of these (men) have entered other vocations. 

11 of these (ladies) have married from the profession. 
The school continues to receive representatives from more 
than half the counties of the state, though the large major- 
ity are gathered from within a radius of sixty miles. The 
special rates, generously granted students by the different 
railways, will largely equalize the burden of travel. Here- 
after the difference in representation of different sections 
must indicate approximately the stimulative influence of a 
school upon the communities with which it comes most im- 
mediately in contact. The one notable exception to this 
criterion of relative interest is the influence of the county 
superintendents, several of whom are arousing a strong pro- 
fessional spirit, promptly indicated by an increased attend- 
ance of normal students from their districts. 

STANDARDS OF ADMISSION. 

As stated in the last report from this school, there has 
been a steadily persistent effort to obtain an improved 
quality of mental and moral power in the students of the 
normal course by such increasingly close tests of attain- 
ment and character as the large number of applicants 
seemed to warrant. The improvement has been marked on 
both lines; first, the occasions for reproof and severe disci- 
pline have been greatly reduced; and, secondly, the number 
failing to meet required tests successfully at the close of 
any line of work is very notably less than eight years ago. 
While much has thus been done to elevate the tone of school 
work and facilitate the inculcation of its professional bear- 
ing, the final step which ought to be taken at the earliest 
practicable moment by all our normal schools is yet to be 
made. Hitherto there has mingled with the thought that 
the student was to be made a better teacher of the respec- 
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tive elementary branches, the realization that he was deficient 
in the mere mastery of topics, and that the making of a bet- 
ter scholar must be as prominent as the directly professional 
purpose. This condition of things is sadly confusing to 
teachers, students and patrons. We believe that, with the 
ample facilities for preparation in scholarship, by a special 
department, for all not favored with good home schools, 
the community is pi^epared to sustain a standard of admis- 
sion suflBciently high to enable us to disregard the element 
of mere attainment in elementary branches when profes- 
sional training begins. 

To train students to a skillful use of a branch, as an in- 
strument of mental discipline and culture, must presuppose 
sound attainments that can not be secured in conjunction 
with the professional work without serious loss to both 
processes. 

CO-OPERATION OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 

One of the most encouraging indications that the more 
strictly professional aspect of our work will best serve all 
interests, is the increasing call for '^ trained and tested" 
teachers. During the last two years, the demand has been 
more than double our supply. A very extensive correspond- 
ence has developed in the eiffort to exercise a careful dis- 
crimination in placing teachers adapted to the wants of dif- 
ferent communities. The belief that a teacher is far more 
economically trained in a seminary devoted to the special 
work than through the tediously wasteful process of mani- 
fold mistakes by an isolated teacher ignorant of his work, 
is but just dawning in many communities. Whatever can 
be done by correspondence to aid districts and youths in 
avoiding the loss of incompatibility and incompetence, seems 
indispensable to the establishment of a true professional 
spirit. 

CORPS OF INSTRUCTION. 

Since the last report two able teachers. Miss Mary H. Ladd 
and Mrs. Helen E. Bateman, have severed their connection 
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with the school to accept more lucrative positions in the 
German- American normal school of Milwaukee. Their 
term of service is so nearly co-extensive with the entire 
history of this school, that their departure is of more than 
transient importance. Their services were ever eminent and 
important in the building of sound scholarship, while each 
possessed strong personal qualities that have been impressed 
on the ideals of many hundreds of teachers, drawing them 
to a more loyal allegiance to truth and an unfaltering devo- 
tion to duty. 

The limited income of your Board that necessitates the 
loss of its eminent teachers purely because other institutions 
can offer better pecuniary inducements, is a serious bar to 
the highest excellence of the schools under your charge. 

While it is certain that there is no better training for a 
teacher of great native power than that gained as teacher 
in a normal school, it is the height of unwisdom for the state 
to fail to reap the benefit of services which have become 
valuable under its fostering influence. 

That we have been remarkably favored in filling vacan- 
cies thus caused, must be attributed to good fortune rather 
than to any wisdom in the course to which the Board is 
forced through diminished income. 

The enlargement of our corps of teachers has not kept 
pace with the growth of the school; consequently a large 
number of the classes are over-crowded to an extent incon- 
sistent with the peculiar work to be done in a normal 
school. 

Were it but the mere effort to test scholarship, or a ques- 
tion of a superficial presentation of true method, the demand 
would not be excessive; but it is the awakening of spirit, 
the arousing of interest in the ultimate humanity involved 
in every exercise, and the steadying of the brain of these 
callow adults until they see the truth, measurably, as a child 
would, that taxes powers to the utmost and makes unduly 

large classes a burden. 
5-^. a 
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STUDENT TEACHING. 

The high value of testing the power of each student to 
impress others, by face to face work with classes of pupils in 
different grades, under the guidance of a teacher thoroughly 
familiar with the spirit of method, is scarcely disputed. But 
how great numbers can be efficiently supervised, and at 
what stage of mental progress students can most success- 
fully engage in this practical training, are questions that 
have not been completely answered. 

We have deemed this phase of the student's training of 
«uch moment that the ablest of our teachers have always 
devoted their most careful thought to enabling students to 
meet this crucial test fairly, by skillful application of their 
power. 

This distribution of responsibility through several mem- 
bers of the faculty diffused a spirit of interest in this phase 
of our work that was fruitful in other directions. The 
present plan of one teacher of methods acting in conjunc- 
tion with the president has the merit of enabling a mind to 
devote special thought to the elaboration and application of 
general principles to actual cases free from the local bias of 
particular surroundings. In general, this is a gain upon 
former plans, but, in some measure precludes the intimately 
sympathetic appreciation of individual pupils gained by 
direct contact with the department teacher. The student is, 
therefore, still encouraged to a more full association with 
the general work of the room in which he may be engaged, 
until the spirit of the room comes to co-operate- with his 
theories. 

OBSERVATION. 

The school of practice in Normal Schools is usually like- 
wise designated a school of observation. But in most cases 
the observation is desultory and aimless. Only experienced 
teachers and those who have thought systematically regard- 
ing the significance of school processes, can mold a " visit " 
into an observation of a school. 
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Beginning in this school with encouragement to students 
to visit the different grades of child-work as frequently as 
possible, it has passed through the phase of suggested guide 
points under which observation should be taken, the require- 
ment of reports at close of the term upon points of defect or 
excellence in methods observed, to the present weekly meet- 
ing of the president with the corps of observers for discus- 
sion of phases of work observed. 

This is a great stimulus to the unobservant nature, a cor- 
rective of immature and erroneous views, and the foundation 
of a considerable body of practical thought upon methods 
and child-nature with which the student moves forward to 
subsequent work both in observation and teaching. 

G. S. ALBEE, 
President 

EXTRACTS FROM BIENNIAL REPORT OF PRESI- 
DENT OF NORMAL SCHOOL AT RIVER FALLS. 

The school has been fortunate in the health of its students, 
pupils and faculty; and its material resources have been 
maintained at a high state of usefulness. 

The essentials of instruction have been most helpful to a 
large number of students. 

It is believed that migration of numbers of students to 
new territories has modified the number and character of 
students in actual attendance. 

Preparatory students have participated in the professional 
work during the two years, and it is believed that some 
modifications of the conditions for entrance and of the 
course of study should be offered to those students who are 
positive that they can spend only a limited time in study — 
for the number of graduates from any normal school is a 
very small representation of the professional work actually 
performed. 

It is believed that the work of the state high schools may 
be made preparatory to the Normal School course, and the 
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number of Normal School graduates be increased, by a 
policy of accepting the standings of high school graduates 
for entrance to Normal Schools. 

The organic law of the school thoroughly defines its aims 
thus: '^ The exclusive purpose and object of each Normal 
School shall be the instruction and training of persons, both 
male and female, in the theory and art of teaching, and in 
all the various branches that pertain to a good common 
school education, and in all subjects needful to qualify for 
teaching in the public schools; also to give instruction in the 
fundamental laws of the United States, and of this sate, in 
what regards the rights and duties of citizens," and the con- 
stant effort of the faculty has been to conserve the specified 
interests. At no time, however, can the important question 
of manner of administering a school, or of teaching a pupil, 
be fixed in character so as to become a stereotyped form 
whose use can be recommended with safety, omitting the 
specified conditions that give the particular case its charac- 
teristics. The medical fraternity recognizes this doctrine 
and stigmatizes the practitioner who assumes the fixity of 
disease sufficiently to treat the unseen patient. In this dis- 
position to recognize new conditions and to modify means 
correspondingly, the Noripal School finds sustained interest 
in its faculty and students, and it finds its chief obstacle- to 
apparent progress, since routine bids for, all souls that court 
repose, and readjustments imply abandonment of routine. 
These obstacles, however, are constantly disappearing under 
the zeal of purposes in which the individual student is an 
objective. Attendant of perpetual modifications is the 
difficulty of maintaining a faculty. Many excellent teach- 
ers are deterred from undertaking the work, since the ser- 
vice implies more hours per day than in some other schools 
that present other inducement equal to normal service, and 
good teachers are driven from the faculty by the persistence 
of the needs for mobilizing the teachers*^ means. 

The bulk of work falling upon the faculty of a Normal 
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School is found in the elementary branches — reading, writ- 
ing, spelling, numbers, and practice teaching, wherein the 
study of the child is emphasized — how he thinks and what 
is his present thought. To so awaken many students that 
self -activity shall supersede apathy, is t3 mold again the 
habit, and refurnish the mind with such facts as shall con- 
stitute a body of knowledge. The weighty matter of undoing 
much that has previously been done, by lifting these stu- 
dents into consciousness, must be prosecuted with care to 
avoid extremes. Teaching is comparatively easy when it 
has to do with unfolding for a series of years; but when 
the normal teacher or the institute conductor is asked to 
transform lethargy, error, and unconsciousness into teaching 
power, in a short time, there are too many factors for suc- 
cess, and the probabilities are that the manner of the school 
or institute will be impressed, rather than the essentials of 
education. 

The building, furniture and apparatus of this school are 
well preserved, and the books and cabinet specimens are 
catalogued and in place. 

The faculty has worked unitedly and cheerfully; and has 
studied to improve its methods with all grades of pupils. 

The sentiment of the people in the territory from which 
come most of the students is intelligent regarding the pur- 
pose and means of the school, and the local community ac- 
cords most cheerful support to the Model Grades. 

W. D. PARKER, 
President. 
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REPORT OF THE VISITING COMMITTEES. 



TO THE PLATTEVILLE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Hon. Robert Graham, State Superintendent: 

Your committee appointed to visit the Platteville normal 
school report as follows: 

All the members of the committee visited the school dur- 
ing the year at least once, two of them twice. 

We found the school full of pupils and in good working 
order. 

The committee were very favorably impressed with the 
good order and thorough discipline of the school, which 
seemed to be secured without any special effort on the part 
of the teachers, seemed to be spontaneous on the part of the 
pupils. The general tone and spirit of the school were ex- 
cellent, not only a prompt, cheerful compliance with all the 
rules and regulations, but also a deep and pervading inter- 
est in the proper work of the school. 

The earnestness and devotion of the teachers to their work 
were as marked as the interest and industry of the pupils. 

In the normal department proper, the instruction, in the 
main, was excellent, intelligent, persuasive, thorough. We 
desire especially to commend the work of the president of 
the school; also the instruction in English literature, mathe- 
matics, music, Latin and reading. 

In natural science, the text-book seemed to be taught quite 
thoroughly; but your committee would respectfully suggest 
to the honorable board of regents that if they do not wish 
the famous saying of Agassiz to apply to the students of the 
Platteville normal school, they " study nature in the school- 
room, and when they go out of doors they can't i3nd her," — 



No. 4.] State Superintendent. ' 71 

Report of the Visiting Committees. 

the work of the professor of natural science should be con- 
siderably lightened. He should not be required to instruct 
five or six classes a day. 

In the model school, the instruction by the regular depart- 
mental teachers was good, especially so in the primary and 
intermediate departments. 

Your committee are of the opinion that there is room for 
improvement in the training and practice work. The super- 
vision of the practice teachers does not seem to be as close 
and rigid as it might be, at least as it should be. 

Young teachers groping along in their first feeble, tenta- 
tive efforts, need considerable watchful care, help and en- 
couragement. At such a time, hopefulness, energy and 
enthusiasm are quite apt to be contagious. 

Would it not also be better for the pupil teachers to spend 
more time as lookers-on during the instruciion of the regu- 
lar teachers of the Model School, under a competent critic? 
They could thus see more and learn more of good teaching 
than by working so much alone. 

As regards the oft-discussed question of Normal Schools 

» 

doing professional work alone, leaving the so-called academic 
instruction to the High Schools, your committee is divided, 
two of the committee holding to the prof essional- work-alone 
idea, the other holding that the Normal Schools are doing 
their proper work now. He holds that the best teachers are 
made by thorough training in correct habits of thought and 
study, and not by learning theories; and that the High 
schools are not yet doing as thorough work in such training 
as the Normal Schools are doing. 

The committee would be glad to report that the grounds 
and the outhouses are kept in as good condition as they 
should be — if they were so kept. Some money could be well 
expended by the Board of Regents in beautifying the grounds 
and in making the outhouses more convenient and 
comfortable. 

When this was suggested to the resident regent, he said : 
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" These things were very much better than the pupils had 
at home." That is probably true, but your committee sup- 
posed the idea of a Normal School was that it should be in 
all things a Model School, where the esthetic culture of the 
pupils should be considered as well as their intellectual 
training. 

One member of the committee visited the school at the 
close of the year, and had an opportunity of examining 
some of the papers prepared by the graduating class on the 
several subjects of study embraced in the curriculum of the 
school, and reports that the work done evinced care and 
thought in the preparation of the papers, and a good knowl- 
edge of the subjects treated. He further reports that the 
graduating exercises were of a high order, the class as a 
whole having a fine command of good English. 

Finally, your committee would report that on the whole 
the State Normal School at Platteville is doing a noble work, 
and we ask for it that it be well sustained by the state. 

GEO. W. BURCHARD, 
WM. H. WALKER, 
ALBERT HARDY, 

Committee. 



TO THE WHITEWATER NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Hon. Robert Graham, State Superintendent: 

The committee appointed for the school year of 1882-3, to 
visit the State Normal School at Whitewater, respectfully 
submit the following report: 

In January, the committee visited the school, and in June 
two of its members made a second and final visit. At the 
time of the first visit, the teachers and students of the Nor- 
mal Department were engaged in the regular monthly ex- 
amination. The observations of the committee, at this time. 
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were necessarily confined to ths building and grounds, and 
the library and scientific collections. 

The building is in good condition, the rooms were clean 
and tidy, the museum of natural history and the other col- 
lections were in good order. The library contains all neces- 
sary reference books, and the reading room was well supplied 
with newspapers, magazines and reviews. The facili- 
ties for heating the rooms seemed to bo suflScient. There 
was some apparent defect in the ventilation, especially as 
regards the room used for a chemical laboratory. 

The committee visited the model schools and found them 
in good order. These constitute a graded school of three 
departments, primary, intermediate and academic. The 
course of study is quite similar to that in any other good 
graded school. The methods of teaching, as observed in 
the recitation rooms, were generally the same as those found 
in other schools. In this department were about one hundred 
and sixty scholars. In conducting recitations the teachers 
seemed to attach less importance to distinct enunciation 
than the committee thougfht desirable. 

At the time of the second visit, the school in both the nor- 
mal and graded departments was in its usual condition. All 
the departments were in operation, and thus an opportunity 
was afforded for forming a most correct opinion of the or- 
ganization, condition and work of the institution. 

Your committee noticed, with satisfaction, the good order 
which pervaded all the departments. The intercourse be- 
tween teachers and students seemed to be cordial and proper. 
We incline to the opinion that more than ordinary attention 
is paid to the manners of the students, especially in the 
higher classes. In respect to the manner of conducting rec- 
itations, the committee do not feel entirely satisfied. The 
teachers, although encouraging mental precision in high 
degree, seemed to attach less importance to mental activity 
than is desirable. The need of greater mental action in the 
recitation room was not entirely confined to the students. 
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Methods of teaching are important, but unless accompanied 
by energetic expression, are comparatively ineffectual. In the 
high school and in the university, as well as in the pulpit 
and at the bar, we have long ceased to look for distinct enun- 
ciation and graceful expression in all cases, but we have a 
right to expect to find these elocutionary graces in the higher 
classes of our normal schools. In this school, possibly not 
an exception to similar schools in this particular, we did not 
find them to a degree fully satisfactory. There is no part of 
what is called an "education," more important than the 
" intelligent, intelligible, correct and effective interpretation 
and expression of thought and emotion, in speech and action." 
We found too little evidence, either in the public declama- 
tions or in the class exercises, of constant and persistent at- 
tention to the proper use of the voice. 

Your committee noticed some difference in the manner of 
conducting recitations. This is not undesirable if the teacher 
does not check rather than call out effort on the part of the 
student. The best result of the best teaching is to develop 
originality and spontaneous mental activity. The commit- 
tee looked over, with pleasure, some of the examination 
papers of the students. They were creditable to those who 
prepared them. 

Your committee desire to express their thanks for the 
courtesy extended towards them by the president and teach- 
ers of the school, and with the minor exception cited, to 
express their satisfaction with all they saw pertaining to the 
government, discipline and general tone of the department 
of instruction in this school. 

One fact, however, not directly relating to method of in- 
struction, appears to be of sufficient importance to warrant 
the committee in directing to it your special attention. We 
refer to the organization of the school. It consists of two 
departments — the Normal department and the Graded 
School department. The register of the Normal department 
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contains the names of 210 ladies and 104 gentlemen, or a 
total of 314. These are classified as follows: 

Senior class 10 

Janior class 14 

Elementary class 24 

Second year students 50 

First year students 176 

Special 9 

Preparatory 28 

Post graduate * 3 

Total 314 

It will be observed that the number pursuing the studies 
of the last three years of the Normal course is only about 
50 per cent, of those pursuing the first year studies. The 
studies of the first year are Reading, Drawing, Vocal Music, 
Writing, English Grammar, Geography, Arithmetic, the 
Elements of Algebra, and Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
This course does not embrace as much as the ordinary 
Grammar school course. If we add United States History 
and Physiology, and take out Theory and Practice of Teach- 
ing, the two courses are identical. Now, it occurs to your 
committee that the work done for the first year students as 
well as that done for the special and preparatory, is almost 
all just such work as is done in the Grammar schools, and 
during the first year in the High schools of the state; and^ 
that the Normal school should have nothing to do with this. 
The 200 scholars who are receiving their preparatory or 
grammar school instruction at the Normal school cost the 
state a large part of the running expenses of the Normal 
department. Your committee are of opinion that those 
designing to teach, would obtain this preparatory knowledge 
and training in other schools, if they could not obtain it at 
the Normal school. Of the large number of "first year 
students," only about 25 per cent, enter upon the second 
year course — and of those who begin the second year only 
about 50 per cent, finish the elementary course. Now, the 
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Junior, Senior and Elementary classes constitute only 15 
per cent, of the whole number; hence, we conclude that only 
about 15 out of each hundred in the Normal department 
intend to graduate. In this respect the Normal school con- 
trasts unfavorably with our Colleges and University. In 
view of the large expense incurred for the instruction of 
those who do not intend to pursue the vocation of teaching 
as a life work, your committee recommend a three years 
course of study, covering the present Advanced course and 
the last year of the Elementary; and, that the requirements 
for admission be advanced to meet the change in organiza- 
tion. 

Your committee make this recommendation with less re- 
luctance after considering the facilities now afforded for ob- 
taining instruction and training in the other schools of the 
state. With the exception of Pedagogics and Theory and 
Practice of Teaching, the Normal course of study is the 
same as that of our High Schools. The methods of teach- 
ing in these, as relates to mental discipline, facility of ex- 
pression, and precision of statement, will not, so far as we 
have observed, suffer in comparison with those practiced 
in the Normal School. 

That the change proposed would diminish the number in 
attendance is both probable and desirable. It is desirable 
because the school should be more professional; or in other 
words, more normal. At present it seems to be a High School 
with a Normal Department attached. The elementary 
course of normal training is defeated of its purpose by the 
limited attainments of those who choose it. There is not 
found in this course of study and training a reasonable as- 
surance of fitness to teach on the part of all those who 
have finished it. Your committee gave such attention as 
they could to the exercises of the school, and they concluded 
that the elementary course is an inducement to many to 
shorten their attendance, including many who might other- 
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wise prolong such attendance to the end of the advanced 
course. 

Your committee find that the graded school contains 
about 160 pupils. The reason for this school is said to be 
that it affords facilities to the normal school to practice the 
art of teaching. In regard to this it may be said that the 
normal school itself is a model school for all the depart- 
ments of a public school except the primary. Students 
there see daily the bes t methods of securing regularity, 
punctuality, attention and systematic study. The recitations 
of the normal classes should show promptness, distinct and 
proper pronunciation, good temper, self-control, terseness 
and vigor and propriety of expression. Hence students 
have, in a well conducted Normal school, training that fits 
them to succeed as teachers. To» this there seems to be one 
exception. The methods adapted to the advanced classes 
are not the best for the primary; hence, your committee rec- 
ognize the necessity for a primary model school. This 
should not exceed forty or fifty in number. Professional 
knowledge is not acquired, except by and from one's own 
experience. The benefits of model schools are often over- 
estimated. They contribute little to the necessary outfit of 
the successful teacher. The ' great teachers of the past did 
not have them, and the best teachers of the present were 
not trained in or by them. These are men who have disci- 
plined their minds by severe study, pursued patiently for 
years in academic and collegiate courses. No good citizen 
can contemplate with satisfaction our Normal Schools yearly 
sending out graduates to take charge of our public schools, 
whose attainments too often are as limited as those of the 
scholars they are employed to teach. 

An additional reason for limiting the model department 
to a single school, is the saving in expense thus effected. So 
far as efficient normal instruction is concerned, your com- 
mittee feel certain that it would not be diminished by adopt- 
ing a three years' course of study, increasing the requirements 
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for admission, and having one model primary school. Your 
committee are aware that a tuition fee is required of those 
attending the model schools, but they find that it falls far 
short^ of covering the cost. 

Another reason for lessening the current expenses of this 
and the other normal schools, if it can be done with advan- 
tage to the state, is that other normal schools may be estab- 
lished in parts of the state not now enjoying their benefits, 
except to a limited degree. So far as the school at White- 
water is concerned, about 40 per cent, of those in the normal 
department are from Walworth county. Of those in the 
model schools the proportion is larger. Of the 182 reinain- 
ing, after taking out the 129 from Walworth county, more 
than 55 per cent, are from counties that border Walworth. 
Of the whole number of sttidents in the normal department, 
more than 75 per cent, are from Walworta and the counties 
adjacent Any attempt to delocalize this and the other 
normal schools may be regarded as impracticable. If, how- 
ever, we confine them exclusively to the training of teach- 
ers, we obviously delocalize their benefits. Your committee 
are of the opinion that if there were more normal schools, 
properly located in different parts of the state, each would 
possibly do as much real normal training as each of those now 
at work is doing. If this is a correct impression, it is obvi- 
ously for the interest of the state that the income of the nor- 
mal school fund should be applied to the support of as large 
a number of schools as can be eflBciently conducted. 

The committee desire, in conclusion, to bear testimony to 
the industry and fidelity of the teachers of the school, and 
to express the satisfaction with which they learned from 
citizens of the place where the school is located, of the good 
conduct and high character of the students. 

GEO. H. PAUL, 
JNO. G. McMYNN. 
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Hon. Robert Graham, State Superintendent : 

The third member of the committee appointed by you to 
Arisit and report upon the condition of the Whitewater If or- 
mal School, finding some features contained in the report 
presented by the majority of said committee which he can 
not wholly indorse, would respectfully present the following 
minority report: 

As stated in the report of the majority, the third member 
was present at only one meeting, but at that time he at- 
tended the various exercises of the school, and failed to 
observe that sufficient importance was not attached to dis- 
tinct enunciation, on behalf of either teacher or pupil. 
Neither did he at that time notice anything in the methods 
of teaching that would justify him in concurring with the 
opinion held by the majority of the committee at the time 
of their second visit, that the need of greater mental activ- 
ity was not entirely confined to the students. On the con- 
trary, he was well satisfied with the clear, energetic, and 
intelligent manner in which the various exercises were 
conducted. 

The third member of your committee, recognizing the force 
of the arguments presented for the abolition of the depart- 
ments of the Normal School known as First Year, Special, 
and Preparatory, joins in the recommendation that such 
change be made. But he is not of the opinion that the 
monev thus saved to the state should be used for the estab- 
lishment of other normal schools, but rather for the more 
perfect equipment of the schools already established, in the 
line of more extensive libraries, improved philosophical 
apparatus, and better chemical laboratories. The establish- 
ment of new institutions for higher education and profes- 
sional training is an object by no means so desirable as the 
continued improvement and perfecting of those already 
established . The superficiality of many American college 
graduates is due largely to the inferior training of the insti- 
tutions which have sent them forth — to the fact that we 
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have paid more attention to increasing the number of our 
colleges than to strengthening the older ones. We should 
bear in mind the fact that a normal school is properly a 
school for training teachers. Increasing the requirements 
for admission, perfecting the training of the pupils with 
strict adherence to the aim of making them proficient teach- 
ers, raising the standard of examinations for graduation 
with a view to the fact that it is not simply how, but what 
the graduates teach that will determine their usefulness, in 
a word, the improvement in the quality of a single normal 
school is of vastly greater importance than the establish- 
ment of new schools. The normal schools now maintained 
by the state are so located that their advantages, are avail- 
able to persons in different parts of the state, at the least 
practicable expense for traveling; so that the principal argu- 
ment for the establishment of additional normal schools — 
putting the training of such schools within reach of the 
greatest number of persons at the least expense for traveling 
— seems of little weight when we consider the insufficient 
training that would be given to the graduates. 

With the exception noted above, the third member of your 
committee concurs with the report presented by the other 

two members. 

H. B. DA.LE. 



TO THE OSHKOSH NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Hon. Robert Graham, State Superintendent: 

Your committee, appointed to inspect the state normal 
school at Oshkosh, for the year ending August 31, 1883, re- 
spectfully submit the following report: 

Owing to the constant demands of other public duties, the 
whole time which we gave to actual visitation was only six 
days. One of our number inspected the school alone at the 
close of the winter term, and the entire committee visited 
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it once tog^her about the middle of May. We made a hasty 
survey of the buildings and school premises, and they ap- 
peared to us to be in excellent condition. The discipline and 
order of the school were exceptionally good. 

The teachers, however, especially those in the upper 
grades, we found to be greatly overworked. Their power 
would be doubled b j such a simplification of the programme 
as would reduce their work at least one-fourth. When the 
teacher has given to his classes all the fresh and vital pro- 
ducts of his recent investigation, when he is compelled pain- 
fully ^'to spin the web and fiber of his discourse out of the 
depths of his consciousness," in order to meet the daily de- 
mands of the recitation room, what wonder if he finds, all 
too soon, that the human machinery is in imminent danger 
of breaking down, and if he is compelled by the instinct of 
self-preservation to change his work. It was noticeable in 
the higher departments of the school, that with one or two 
exceptions, all the teachers had a worn and exhausted ap- 
pearance. This is probably not altogether due to the un- 
reasonable amount of class instruction required of each 
teacher. Too much time is put upon examination papers. 
The colleges are learning by experience that written exam- 
inations, although indispensable, are mainly useful as a test 
of accuracy, and the tendency is to reduce them to the min- 
imum. 

They should be used as a means of rewarding the fidelity 
of able and diligent students and of stimulating to industry 
those who may be indiflferent and idle; but the teacher 
should not be in bondage to them, so that when the routine 
work which they impose is finished, he is unfitted for the 
duties of a citizen, and incapable of giving inspiration in 
the class-room. 

Another cause may be found in what is not inaptly termed 
"coddling." Certainly the power of personal influence is 
not to be despised, and the student must be encouraged to 

6^— s. a 
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come to his teacher with his diflSculties and his perplexities; 
but, while this is true, every pupil of the normal school 
ought to be trained in habits of self-reliance and independent 
thinking. There is undoubtedly such a thing as inexcusable 
selfishness, sometimes seen in institutions of learning, 
which is always eager to lock the recitation room before the 
proper time, and to be off about its own affairs, leaving the 
students who need help and counsel to their inexperience and 
the mercy of chance. But is there not in the normal 
schools a mistaken benevolence which wastes the precious 
time of many of the teachers in doing for the pupils things 
that might better be done by the pupils themselves ? We 
believe that it would be wise for the faculty to discriminate 
in these matters, and to reserve more of their moral and 
intellectual force for educating the conscience and for 
developing and strengthening the character of the young 
men and women who are soon to be teachers of others. 
We consider it noteworthy, that a faculty, whose individual 
members attempt to do so many things, should be able to 
give so iriuch instruction of a high order; but we insist that 
the eflSciency of the institution would be greatly increased 
by dropping from the schedule of studies many subjects 
which are not essential to the distinctive work of the nor- 
mal school and which only serve to burden and bewilder. 
We instance, as perhaps an extreme case, that a single 
teacher of natural science is expected to give instruction 
in such a number of unrelated departments as could appro- 
priately be divided among eight specialists. It would require 
a miracle of versatility to be an authority in all of them. 

At the risk of being thought over-critical your committee 
desire in no captious spirit to call attention to a danger 
which, in their judgment, is incident to the system of nor- 
mal instruction, viz. : the excessive prominence given to the 
mere technique of teaching. From this results : 

(a.) Learning facts by the machinery of pedagogy which 
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should be fully known by the pupil before going to the class- 
room. 

(b.) A dependence of the pupil on pedagogy more than 
upon the productive power of his own intellect. 

(c.) Great waste of time in recitation-room. 

(d.) A lack of discipline in independent and productive 
thinking. 

The best intellectual preparation for the work of instruc- 
tion is that which gives the student complete command of 
his faculties, ability to grasp a given subject, and the power 
of forgetting self in "the study of a puzzling problem." 

In the opinion of your committee the energies of the 
faculty should not be expended upon pupils who probably 
can never be made available as teachers. Not all persons 
who are capable of acquiring the rudiments of knowledge 
are also capable of managing a school and of successfully 
imparting knowledge to others. It is the duty of the normal 
school to discriminate, and by applying the principle of 
selection to furnish the state with teachers of superior 
quality after having fairly tested their character, their 
ability, their discretion and their intellectual attainments. 
The sifting process in education, it is true, is not an agree- 
able or an easy one. 

No over- worked faculty, however conscientious its indi- 
vidual members may be, can make it altogether impartial 
and eflfective. The difficulties which attend the process are 
very great; every one who is conversant with school super- 
vision is familiar with their nature and number. But the 
difficulties are not insuperable and constitute no argument 
against it; they should only serve to provoke the energy 
and resolution necessary to overcome them. 

The Oshkosh Normal School has the conditions of success. 
It has gifted and self-sacrificing instructors. It has a re- 
markably large proportion of students who are eager to 
master the course of study, and are interested in every kin d 
of knowledge which can in any way contribute to their f u- 
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xure success. Now the authorities will deserve the gratitude 
of an interested public if they will so modify the programme 
as to allow the real students to get the full benefit of the 
best teaching ability which the school affords. These are 
the persons who need £uch normal training and practice as 
:shall save them from mistakes in the country districts and 
the graded schools. It is to them that directors and boards 
of education have a right to look for future recruits. But if 
normal instruction shall be misdirected, if the requisite 
training and practice shall not be given, boards of educa- 
tion in Wisconsin will probably continue to regard " expe- 
rience" as a necessary qualification in candidates for 
position. Now, is it a heresy to assume that the character, 
tact, ability and scholarship of the normal graduate should 
have been so adequately tested as to make the diploma a 
good and suflScient recommendation ? 

Perhaps we unconsciously idealize the normal school and 
its possibilities, but we can not refrain from indicating here 
what we consider one of its most important duties, namely, 
to promote the culture and growth of morality in the pub- 
lic schools. Catholic and Protestant, Orthodox and Liberal 
are agreed that moral education is more essential to the 
safety of the state than intellectual training. Even the 
skeptic and the agnostic readily make this admission. But 
in regard to the best means for securing moral instruction 
for the children of the state, and the proper place for im- 
parting it, the writers and thinkers of different creeds are 
at variance. Some honestly believe there can be no train- 
ing in morality apart from systematic instruction in 
theology, because, they maintain, religion and morality are 
not co-ordinate and independent principles, but all true mor- 
ality has its source in religion, and precepts and rules of 
morality can have no authority unless they are sustained 
and supported by a sound theology. Others with equal sin- 
cerity declare their belief in the existence of a secular mor- 
ality potential for good in this work-a-day world. Which of 
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these theories is the true one would be difficult to settle by 
a majority vote, because majorities can not pass upon agnos- 
tic morality and secular morality as distinguished froin 
morality which has its source in religion. But if the ques- 
tion were submitted whether moral instruction in the public 
schools should be given by men and women of character, 
with whom moral conduct means what ought to be done 
rather than what is expedient, the enlightened conscience of 
the community and even its hereditary conscience aided by 
self-interest would respond in the affirmative. 

Now there is an imperative necessity for a host of teach- 
ers who, by reason of their integrity, their superior cultiva- 
tion, their sympathy with all that is best in human nature, 
their mastery of self and selfishness, can bring to bear 
upon the children of the public schools the power of the 
moral sentiments. Teachers must be found to supplement 
through unobtrusive methods, the defective home training 
which makes children a terror to the neighborhood. In a 
recent number of the North American Review we find these 
words: "For all this work of moral education, the first step 
forward is the securing of a proper preparation for the spe- 
cialty of character culture in our normal schools." Morality 
is a plant which requires a pure spiritual atmosphere to in- 
sure its healthy growth. Now the atmosphere of the school 
room is just what the personality of the teacher makes it; 
hence there is surely a fitness in considering a high order of 
personal character as the ideal product of the normal school. 
Boards of education frequently deplore the weakness of their 
instructional force resulting from a want of truthfulness in 
language, genuine honesty of purpose, and fidelity in keep- 
ing the spirit of a contract, and they would be immensely 
grateful to our normal schools or any other institutions of 
learning for a supply of teachers who should be war- 
ranted not to spend their time in "posing" for the ad- 
miration of the public, but should set about the 
business of instruction with the simplicity of manner and the 
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singleness of purpose which are the tokens of true charac- 
ter. Letters of inquiry as to the fitness of applicants who 
are eager to teach in our public and private schools, make 
" character " of equal importance with ability and scholar- 
ship. Is not the invariable emphasis laid upon moral qual- 
ifications an infallible proof that now more than ever 
thoughtful people are learning to distrust the advantages of 
a cultivated intellect, unless it is regulated and held in check 
by a conscience which is obedient to the law of righteous- 
ness? Is not this a sign of the times which the normal 
school would do well to heed? There is a demand for teach- 
ers who need not be saints or geniuses, but who must be 
men and women of absolute integrity. And if the normal 
school, after being fairly tested, does not furnish a reasona- 
ble supply of these, the question whether or not it fulfills 
the end of its existence will certainly be asked. No matter 
how well the normal school shall perform the work of a first- 
class academy, unless it shall furnish teachers of a high 
order of excellence, the public will in the end declare it to 
be unnecessary, on the ground that it is not doing the dis- 
tinctive work for which it was intended. Is it too much to 
expect that the Oshkosh school, with its earnest president 
and his faithful associates, will make such a record that no 
reasonable man will in future question the wisdom and be- 
neficence of its founders? 

ALEXANDER KERR, 
EDWARD H. MERRELL, 
C. LULINQ, 

Committee. 
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TO THE RIVER FALLS NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Hon. Robert Graham, State Superintendent: 

In accordance with your wishes, this committee visited 
the River Falls Normal School and beg leave to submit the 
following report: 

We found the local sentiment in River Falls apparently 
quite favorable to the Normal School, and said school work- 
ing in full sympathy with the public schools of the village. 

River Falls supports excellent schools, including a good 
higher department. Between the schools of the state and 
the schools of the village we observed a healthy emulation; 
but could discover no strife, no bitterness of feeling. 

We were highly pleased with this state of affairs, and we 
hope the same conditions now exist wherever your other 
state schools are found. 

The unification of interest in this particular instance we 
are bound to think is due in no small degree to the liberal 
spirit of the president and his assistant teachers in the River 
Falls Normal School. 

In other states, possibly in our own, schools strong from 
state or national aid have been known to disregard the 
rights of the feebler local schools; thus mutual antagonisms 
have arisen, destructive of the highest success of both par- 
ties. The state school has spoken with contempt of every 
thing below it; the local school has missed no opportunity to 
pay back such insolence with usury. 

Your committee found the attendance of pupils at the 
Normal School fair, perhaps as large as the present faculty 
could give proper attention to, but not as large as we were in 
hopes to see in such a school. The citizens of ^ the northwest, 
we fear, do not fully realize the importance of a thorough 
education for teachers and the facilities offered at this in- 
stitution. 

These pupils impressed us with the great earnestness 
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which they manifested in the pursuit of knowledge. Every 
moment seemed precious to them; every suggestion was 
carefully treasured. We saw no idleness; we saw no time 
going to waste. 

The text-book was not the only thing consulted by them;, 
reference books were freely used, and we inferred from 
what we saw and heard, that at least some time was devoted 
to miscellaneous reading and literary culture. This pleased 
us; this pointed toward better teaching for our children. 

The conditions for health seemed most excellent. The 
system for heating and ventilating is the most perfect appli- 
cation of the Ruttan idea of heating we have ever seen» 
Immense volumes of moderately heated air flow up into the 
several rooms and are drawn off before they become loaded 
with carbonic acid and poisonous exhalations. The rooms 
are large, airy and sunny. The site is fine, affording a 
delightful view of the adjacent country. The grounds are 
ample, affording a rare chance for* outdoor exercise and 
athletic sports. 

We hope the normal regents will continue the policy of 
roomy grounds and pleasant surroundings. " Man does 
not live by bread alone." 

You are, however, especially interested in what we have 
to say of this school in its distinctively professional work. 
We were pleased to see that every student in the normal 
grade was at once put in the line of teaching, either in the 
study or practice of professional doctrine. This continues 
a period] of four years for those who remain in the school 
and take the full course. The work is not simply catalogued; 
it is found in the school, it was steadily pressed forward by 
the president and his lady assistant. 

The outline of professional work is a good one; it is pro- 
gressive, it advances from the simple to the complex; it 
unites theory and practice. It reaches up into the realm of 
philosophy, down into the field of labor. 

The River Falls school is professional in another sense. 
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equally important. We allude to its efforts at the develop- 
ment of thought from the text by philosophic principles, and 
a careful interest in the habits of thought. To state in 
plainer phrase what we mean, we say this: The classes were 
composed not of mere pupils, but of coming teachers, who 
were studying the matter in hand not simply to know it,, 
but how to know it best with a view to impart the same at 
some future time. 

We do not undertake to say that every member of the 
faculty rose to an appreciation of this thought in his teach- 
ing; but most did, and several attained superior results 
therefrom. 

Your committee desire to make the following recommend- 
ations: 

1st. We ask that the several teachers in the Model depart- 
ment have a career opened before them. These teachers are 
most important to the success of the school. They should 
be well paid; they should be kept growing; they should have 
large liberties; they should not be underlings, groundlings^ 
Their classes should not be broken up by student teachers- 
It is not fair to them or to the parents who pay a liberal 
tuition for their children's attendance on the Model schooL 
We say to your board of regents, select strong model teach- 
ers; the strongest they can find. Then give them a chance. 

Let the students from the normal department see much of 
the work of these model teachers, and when the students 
teach in the model school, let it be under the direction of the 
model teacher. 

2d. We hope you will relieve the president of so much 
class work, and give him a better chance to look after the 
professional work of the school. 

We ask the same for the conductor of institutes; he is 
called upon to do too much in the way of detail, and cannot 
broaden as he ought. 

By putting the professional work distributively into the 
hands of the president, the institute conductor and the model 
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teacher, we believe the influence of this school would soon 
be felt in the remotest corner of the state. 

3d. We beg that something be done by the normal regents 
to create a demand for higher education in these schools. 

At River Falls, only two students finished the full course 
of four years. We don't believe in testing a school simply 
by the number of its graduates; but this sending out multi- 
tudes of boys and girls with only a rudimentary education 
to teach our children and youth is a disgrace to the state, is 
a crime against posterity. 

Certainly our normal schools from their position of com- 
manding influence should denounce it; at least should stand 
aside from it, and have nothing to do with it. 

The books in your office show that one hundred and 
eighty-nine normal certificates have been countersigned by 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction and only ninety- 
five normal diplomas. Thus the vast majority of normal 
students who are teaching have barely the elements of an 
education. None of them can lav claim to a liberal educa- 
tion save the few who by self-help or college-help have 
wisely supplemented the normal school. Grand souls these; 
but ah, how few! 

4th. We beg you, sir, as a member of the University 

Regents to press vigorously forward toward the establish- 

* 

ment of a chair of pedagogics. Wisconsin needs it, needs 
it at once. 

We find in your official records the following startling 
fact: 

Seventy-five (75) principals of free high schools in Wis- 
consin hold diplomas countersigned giving them the eflFect 
of state certificates. 

Thirty- four (34) or nearly one-half of these are graduates 
of the university of Wisconsin. 

That is, the university furnishes nearly as many principals 
for our graded schools as all the four normal schools to- 
gether. 
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This of itself is sufficient argument for immediate action. 

But every thoughtful person knows that the principles 
and philosophy of education should be taught not only to 
the future teacher, but to the future citizen, the future parent 
as well. 

Not till then, may we hope for good homes, good schools^ 
good states. 

5th. That this subject of Normal Schools is engaging so 
much attention, is beins: so freely discussed, must be to all 
true educators a matter of profound gratitude. Let us have 
anything but stagnation. May we not be on the eve of new 
discoveries, of new departures? 

It must be so. 

Then, would it not be well to have a committee of eminent 
educators visit all the Normal Schools of Wisconsin and 
study them as a whole? 

Such a committee could see the Normal School effort in 
its unity throughout the state, and might submit a report 
which would contain the germs of vast improvement; " a 
consummation devoutly to be wished." 

Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL SHAW, 
WM. E. BARKER, 
W. P BARTLETT, 

Committee. 

Madison, Wis., August 31, 1883. 
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REPORTS OF COUNTY AND CITY SUPERINTENDENTwS. 



CITY OF APPLETON, 1884. 

A. B. WHITMAN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

In addition to the annual report required by law, I will 
give a statement of the schools of Appleton which is gener- 
ally interesting to those who have supervision of schools, or 
who give attention to educational subjects. 

SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

The city is divided into four districts, each independent 
of the others. The High School is supported and controlled 
by the Second School District. The pupils of the three other 
school districts have to pay $15 tuition to attend the High 
School. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The directors and clerks of the four districts, together 
with the mayor of the city and city superintendent, consti- 
tute the Board of Education. This board decides the course 
of study for the different grades, and adopts the text-books 
used in the schools. The authority of the board in this re- 
spect extends over all the city. 

CITY SUPERINTENDENT. 

The City Superintendent of Schools is chosen annually by 
the Board of Education. The superintendent examines 
teachers and the scholars for promotion, and he also regu- 
lates the length of the terms for the schools and the time to 
begin the same. 

LOCAL BOARDS. 

All other duties, powers, and control of schools exercised 
by school officers, belong to, and are vested in the four local 
school boards. Annual school meetings are held in the four 
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separate districts, when appropriations for each district are 
raised by the popular vote of the electors present; and at 
these meetings the clerk, director, and school treasurer of 
jeach district are chosen in the same way as in country 
districts. 

The rapid growth of the population has crowded the rooms 
in all the schools of our city. The lower rooms being most 
crowded, as is seen below. The number of pupils enrolled 
in the first primary room in the several districts is as 
follows: 

First district 112 pupils enrolled. 

Second district 100 pupils enrolled. 

Third district 106 pupils enrolled. 

Fourth district 89 pupils enrolled. 

Average in primary rooms 102 pupils enrolled. 

The average daily attendance of these departments is 
about 95 per cent. The daily attendance in all departments 
in common grades was 54 pupils to each teacher. The aver- 
age daily attendance in the High School was 31 to each in- 
structor. 

This is due to no fault of any school officer, but arises from 
the want of school room and the rapid growth of the school 
population. 

The Third district had a four-room school-house de- 
stroyed by fire, and are now building a ten-room building to 
replace it, which will cost about $23,750 when finished and 
readv for use. 

The interest taken in our city schools is good. The citi- 
zens are generally very liberal in their appropriations to 
support the public school?, and usually raise the amount 
which is asked for by the school boards, and, in some cases, 
increasing the estimates which the boards have made for the 
ensuing year. 

Vocal music and industrial drawing were added to the 
course, but it will be gradually brought into the grades for 
want of proper teachers. 
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There is room for improvement and advancement in the 
school work in Appleton; but the condition of the school is 
good^ and the scholarship, deportment and attendance are 
satisfactory, when everything is taken into account. The 
people have good reason to be liberal and to give encour- 
agement and support to the public schools, which are the 
pride of the school officers of Appleton. 



CITY OF LA CROSSE. 
Albert Hardy, Superintendent. 

In 1883 the census showed 5,135 children of school age in 
the city; the census of 1884 shows an increase of 532 in one 
year. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the school board to provide 
school facilities, and the liberal response of the city council, 
the very rapid growth of the city leaves us much short of 
school room. 

COST OF TUITION, BOOKS, ETC. 

The cost of tuition per pupil, i. e,, the cost per pupil based 
on teachers' wages, is $12.35. Last year it was $12.62. The 
total cost per pupil, based on all expenditures except build- 
ing, is $18.55. Last year it was $18.09. The slight increase 
this year is due to increased cost of repairs and fuel. Very 
few schools in the country can make so good a showing. 

The cost of text-books this year is thirty cents a pupil, 
based on the average enrollment; for the three years the 
free text-book system has been in use the average cost per 
pupil per year is forty-six cents. The cost of miscellaneous 
supplies per pupil for the year is thirty-seven cents. This 
includes drawing materials, writing materials, paper, pencils, 
ink, in short all the materials the pupil needs for his school 
work. Thus all books and supplies cost the city sixty-seven 
cents for each pupil of the average enrollment. 



No. 4.] State Superintendent. 95 

Reports of County and City Superintendents. 

In my former reports I spoke of the great increase of the 
number of pupils in attendance, especially in the grammar 
grades, and of the greater regularity of attendance. These 
results of the free text-book system are more marked this 
year. 

After an experience of three years with such results, 
there can be, I think, no question of either the economy of 
the plan or its general utility. 

The state of Massachusetts has adopted the system, and 
California is considering the advisability of adopting it, and 
it is only a question of time when the system shall become 
general. 

instruction, discipline, teachers. 

Notwithstanding the large increase of the number of pu- 
pils, the absorption into the grades of a large number of 
children, partially educated elsewhere and poorly prepared 
to fit into the grades, and the consequent opening of rented 
rooms, and the necessary transfers, all tending to disturb 
and retard the pupils, the schools have made a very com- 
mendable progress during the past year. Both in instruc- , 
tion and discipline, I feel that the school has made a step 
forward. 

To a very large extent this forward step is due to the earn- 
estness, fidelity and intelligent labor of our corps of princi- 
pals and teachers. 



CRAWFORD COUNTY, 1883. 

J. H. m'donald, superintendent. 

During the year'just passed some important changes have 
been made in the arrangement and management of our 
schools. Experience has shown that the new measures are 
wise ones; and the results already obtained give evidence 
that the changes introduced have improved our education. 
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I can safely assert that the schools, as a whole, were never 
more prosperous, or more efficient, successful and harmoni- 
ous in their work than now. For years the schools have 
been crowded; more room was an imperative necessity. In 
a, great measure it has been furnished. What has been 
accomplished in many cases, has been done in the face of 
<iifficulties; and could not have been done at all except by 
persistent effort. In districts where the burden of taxation 
falls upon half a dozen patrons, it seems impossible for them 
to make the desired improvements. 

I TEACHERS. 

The school year ending June 30th, 1883, supplies my official 
records with the following summary: 

Total number of applicants 246 

Total number of certificates granted, to males 50 

Total number of certificates granted, to females 106 

Number male applicants refuse J certificates 6 

Number female applicants refused certificates 44 

Number First Grade certificates granted 2 

Number Second Grade certificates 19 

• Number non-resident teachers 12 

Number who have since left the county 14 

Number of teachers more than the number of schools 37 

But few of our teachers have enjoyed opportunities for 
thorough discipline or liberal culture, themselves; and hence 
fail, in some cases, to successfully comprehend the na- 
ture and needs of the human mind; and too many school 
officers have been satisfied with this kind of teaching. 
The possession of a certain amount of book knowledge 
has been supposed to constitute an education; and the most 
successful teacher is the one who has put the scholars 
through the most arithmetic, geography and grammar. Yet 
there is encouragement in the fact that the number of this 
class of teachers and school officers grows less each year. 
The institutes which have been held in the countv in recent 
years have done much to remedy this matter, as well as to 
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encourage and stimulate those who are really striving to 
improve themselves in their profession. 

Some teachers would do much more and better work if 
they possessed the means to do it with; such as good school 
rooms, properly arranged, and furnished with apparatus; 
but especially a uniformity of text-books. You will see by 
referring to " General Statistics " in my annual report, that 
there is a deficiency in each of the latter. Better wages were 
paid last than any year since I came into oflSce; and it re- 
sulted favorably in calling into service the old and expe- 
rienced teachers. A good per cent, of my teaching force i& 
in attendance upon the normal schools and local high, 
schools; and many more are to follow within the next 
year, while a few insist on remaining in the old rut, and act«^ 
ing as " camp-followers." The former will have all the as-^ 
sistance it is possible for me to give them; while the latter- 
may expect to receive little or no encouragement. 

text-books. 

Thirty-two districts have adopted a list of text-books;; 
twenty-seven use only those adopted; twelve purchase text- 
books, of which four loan, and eight sell them to the pupils.. 
The question of text-books, without a uniformity, is annoy- 
ing to the teacher and expensive to patrons. If it were pos- 
sible to secure a uniformity, a great deal of precious time 
would be saved thereby. On one of my visits last year I 
found a school that was using parts of four series of readers, 
four of arithmetic, three of geographies, and two or three 
grammars. There were thirty-six scholars present, and the 
largest class that recited during the half day of my attend- 
ance consisted of four members. This was not an average 
case, yet I found many schools sadly wanting in this par- 
ticular. 

visitations. 

It has been my purpose when visiting schools to spend 

suflScient time (nearly a half-day at each visit — numbering 
7— s. a 
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83 districts once, and 36 twice, in all 119 during the year), to 
become acquainted with the methods of instruction and dis- 
cipline adopted by the teacher, and also the wants of the 
schools, and as far as possible to consult with the scholars, 
teacher and patrons, as to their deficiencies, and how they 
could best be remedied. Have also tried to impress upon the 
teachers, and the patrons of the schools too, the advantages 
which the teacher derives from attendance on institutes; 
that the district board should encourage, and, if necessary, 
demand their attendance. But I had rather have one volun- 
teer than two who have to be coaxed to attend. Those who 
are regular in this matter, and prompt in the performance 
of what is required of them, are my most successful teachers. 

INSTITUTE. 

To be frank, I feel no little embarrassment at ha^.ingto re- 
port the but partial success of my last institute. Never before 
have I worked so industriously in trying to secure a good 
attendance. I sent them an encouraging circular, talked 
with them pertaining to the institute, whenever I met with 
them; coaxed them; told them, when I suspected they might 
be short of funds, that I would pay their board till such 
time as they could earn the money. But, all to no avail! 
. Again, to add to our light attendance another unpleasant 
• feature, the county fair was called during the second week. 
- Prof. A. J. Hutton, I venture to say, never worked harder to 
^create an interest, or to impart methods of teaching, accom- 
panied by interesting and valuable information. Those who 
did attend are indebted to him for wise counsel, excellent 
methods and untiring patience; and those who were absent 
lost a golden opportunity for acquiring lessons on Theory 
and Practice. Number enrolled, 53; number of days insti- 
tute was in session, eight and one-half. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

During the year four frame buildings have been erected, 
^f which the town of Scott built two, Seneca one, and Free- 
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.man one. The village of Soldier's Grove will build, during 
the ensuing year, a $2,000, twostorjr frame building. It is 
in close proximity to the counties of Vernon and Richland, 
and will afford an excellent opportunity for the attendance 
of non-resident pupils. Many old buildings have been re- 
paired and re-seated; also, sites enclosed. In this line we are 
doing all that can reasonably be expected. 

CONCLUSION. 

In looking over the past year we see many improvements 
made, much good work done, inany hopeful indications, 
and many reasons for encouragement. I am thankful to 
town clerks, school district officers, and the state department 
for the hearty co-operation extended me in the performance 
of my duties; to teachers for the readiness displayed in re- 
ceiving my suggestions, and to the patrons for the hospital- 
ity shown me while among them. 



DODGE COUNTY, 1884. 

J. T. FLAVIN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

In view of the fact that the report of the state depart- 
ment is now published only biennally, a special report made 
at this time, should, I presume, cover the work of the past 
two school years. 

About all facts of interest being set forth in the statistical 
report annually made, any extended recapitulation seems 
unnecessary. It is so easy, and also so stereotyped, to report 
from year to year marked improvement in the condition of 
our schools that evidently many are unable to resist the 
temptation to indulge in the meaningless platitudes. 

Progress is not a plant of hasty growth, and when applied 
to our schools, it is not often reached by rapid strides; but on 
the contrary, where substantial, permanent advancement is 
noted, it has been occasioned by long continued, patient, pei> ;^ 
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sistent effort. We have inherent obstacles to contend with, 
but it is the part of wisdom to deal vigorously with things as 
we find them, and instead of idly deploring existing imperfec- 
tions, labor steadily and earnestly to bring about the desired 
condition. Time is a powerful auxiliary, and there are de- 
fects in our schools, which, perhaps, naught else will be suffi- 
ciently potent to eliminate. 

As I have toiled on with systematic effort in attempts to 
help better the condition of the schools of this county, I 
have invariably met with the most encouraging cooperation 
and I have been led to believe that my labors have not been 
entirely fruitless in good results. 

An improved educational sentiment has been developed, 
and, as a rule, a disposition exists to make all needful pro- 
vision for the maintenance of good schools. This is notice- 
able in an especial manner, in the increased demand for 
well qualified teachers, and this demand is honored in ad- 
vance by persons who cheerfully devote the necessary 
amount of time and incur the unavoidable expense incident 
to a proper preparation for the intelligent discharge of the 
duties of a practical instructor. 

Our numerous graded schools are, without exception, 
under the direction of most competent principals, and while 
accomplishing a noble work in the[immediate locality where 
situated, are centres from which radiate a most salutary 
influence on other schools. In them are prepared many of 
our teachers, and it is a keen pleasure to notice their good 
work reproduced in a large measure by those students 
who come forth from them, when they change the roll of 
pupil for that of teacher. 

There is manifest among our teaching force a spirit of 
improvement, and an unmistakable determination to con- 
stantly strive to better their qualifications, and one of the 
effective agencies in this direction has doubtless been our 
teachers' institutes. The conductors assigned us have ren- 
dered excellent service, and interest on the part of the 
V-\-.^achers in those annual sessions suffers no diminution. 
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The presence of Dr. Steams, his instruction and lectures, 
have been the fruitful source of much inspiration to all. 
Dr. Higbee, state superintendent of Pennsylvania, honored 
us by his attendance at our last two institutes, favoring us 

• 

with many valuable suggestions, and delivering stirring, 
instructive addresses along the line of educational work. 

At examinations, associations and institutes, attention has 
been fully directed to the course of study, coupled with 
thorough and exhaustive explanation and discussion of the 
same. I have ever been studiously careful not to take a po- 
sition so far advanced as subsequently to be compelled to 
recede from it, and in urging the adoption of the course of 
study have pursued a conservative course. Fair progress has 
been made and reasonable expectations realized. 

The work of the oflSce has steadily increased , and this is 
peculiarly true in the matter of correspondence, a prompt 
attention to which requires very much of my time. This, 
however, seems to be occasioned by a growth of confi- 
dence on the part of the patrons, oflBcers and teachers of 
our schools, who more and more seek counsel and advice of 
the superintendent, and coming from such a source, in such 
a cause, the additional labor thereby imposed is most cheer- 
fully performed. 

DANE COUNTY— FIRST DISTRICT, 1883. 

F. O. BURDICK, superintendent. 

I am able this year to present a more favorable report in 
nearly every respect than last year. 
1st. The schools have been more thoroughly classified. 
2nd. Better attendance. 

3rd. More interest on the part of school boards. 
4th. Older and more experienced teachers in the work. 
5th. Teachers better paid. 
Out of one hundred and thirty-six teachers engaged to 
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teach the summer schools one hundred and ten have re- 
ported having made an honest attempt at ^"grading." I 
should judge from observation made during my visits to 
these schools that about sixty per cent, of the number have 
been quite successful in their effort s. Examinations were 
held in several schools, at the close of the school year, 
for graduation from the course of study. Fourteen pupils 
passed the examination and became entitled to a common 
school diploma. The questions for the final examination 
were furnished by me and an average of eighty per cent, 
was required for passing. The questions were uniform and 
I think fully as difficult as those used in the teachers' exam- 
inations. In one or two instances those graduating from 
the common school are now teaching, some have gone away 
to higher schools, others still remain in the district schools • 
I look for a greater number to complete the course of study 
the coming year. Will try to hold appropriate graduating 
exercises in several localities for those passing the final 
examinations. Such a move, I think, will tend to stimulate 
teachers and pupils to greater efforts in the future to proper 
classification. 

Better attendance was reported this year than the year 
before. Last year 5,064 pupils between the ages of 4 and 20 
years, were reported as having attended school. This year 
the report shows an increase of 241 pupils attending school. 

I have sent printed reports of the condition of the schools 
as I found them during my visits to nearly every clerk in 
this part of the county, and the result has been that many 
of the district boards have taken steps to better the condi- 
tion of their schools. 

The average age of teachers employed in the schools dur- 
ing the year is 23 years, and the average experience in the 
school room, six terms of three months each . Let the county 
•' speak " that can present a better report in this direction. 

The average wages paid to male teachers per month is 
$38.53, and to females. $25.36. This is an increase over the 
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wages paid last year. I think the result of thus increasing: 
the wages has been a great benefit to the schools by securing; 
older and more experienced teachers. 

I have made 179 visits to the schools during the year;; 
held 10 public examinations, with an attendance of 324 ap-^ 
plicants; 196 of the number obtained certificates. Firsts 
grade, 4; second grade, 22; third grade, 170. 

As we continue in this work, the wider we find the fieldl 
and the greater the responsibility. There is a great deal to* 
be done and too little time to do the work. If there has been 
any portion of this work that we have labored harder to 
accomplish than another, it has been to secure better teach- 
ers and to establish the course of study in as many schools 

as possible. 

report for 1884. 

I began my work in this oflSce three years ago, having three 
objects prominently in view, which I have labored earnestly 
to accomplish, viz.: 1st. To secure better attendance on the 
part of the pupils. 2d. To secure teachers with better qualifi- 
cations with better pay. 3d. To establish, so far as practica- 
ble, " The Course of Study " in the district schools. I have 
the pleasure in this my last annual report of stating that 
my labors in these directions have not been in vain, and that 
I have accomplished my purpose to quite an extent in each 
of these different branches of work. 

The attendance the past year has been at least fifteen per 
cent, better than at any other time during the two previous, 
years, and I can unhesitatingly say that the interest mani- 
fested on the part of the pupils in their school work has been 
much better. 

The increase of the average wages per month of male 
teachers is $3.79 and of female teachers $2, and a correspond- 
ing increase in the average standing of teachers at teachers' 
examinations. 

While not able to report a very great increase in the num- 
ber of schools which have adopted " The Course of Study,'' 
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still we are able to report great progress in those schools 
which have adopted the same. 

Last year, for the first time, I commenced the work of 
graduating pupils from The Course of Study. A uniform 
list of questions was sent to all teachers having pupils ready 
to talce the examination, asking the teachers to conduct the 
same and return the papers to me for inspection. The result 
was that nine passed the examination, with an average 
standing of eighty per cent, and upward. 

Near the close of ihe present jqqx I ascertained from the 
teachers about the number again ready to take the exami- 
nation. I accordingly sent questions to all the teachers report- 
ing such pupils, requesting them to hold the examination on 
the 14th and 15th of February, and to send all papers to me 
after having examined the same themselves. The number 
passing the examination I found to be forty-three, with an 
average standing ranging from seventy-five per cent, to 
ninety-six per cent., and, therefore, entitled to diplomas. 
For these. Common School Commencement exercises were 
held as follows: At Windsor, February 29th, at Marshall, 
March 7th, and at Cambridge, March 14th, 1884. Each 
of the pupils entitled to a diploma took some part in the 
programme, with original productions largely. The 
diplomas presented were the very best to be found in the 
market (from Donahue & Henneberry, Publishers, Chicago, 
111.), and were presented at the close of the exercises. 

The exercises at each place passed off very pleasantly, 
indeed, and did much toward creating a favorable public 
sentiment toward the Course of Study. The pupils took 
hold of the work with a good degree of interest and upon 
the whole the exercises Jiad a very beneficial effect upon the 
mass of children who watched the examinations, attended 
the exercises and witnessed the presentation of the diplomas. 
It will stimulate many *^ to go and do likewise." One pupil 
in conversation with her mother was regretting that she 
could not obtain a diploma this year. All at once she 
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brightened up and said, '' Never mind, mamma, I'll obtain 
one next year, don't forget that." And such will be the 
endeavor of quite a number of pupils, if this line of work is 
followed out by the incoming superintendent. The papers 
of all the pupils who passed the examination and received 
diplomas were entered at the late state fair and drew first 
premium. Were I to remain in oflSce the coming year, I had 
planned to have a premium offered the pupils for the best 
paper in the final examination, based upon accurateness, 
neatness, etc., as a farther stimulus to better work in the 
district schools. But this part of the work must now be 
carried on by other hands, and I can only hope for their 
success. 

Another thing which has increased the interest on the 
part of the pupils the past year is the " monthly report " for 
each pupil in the different forms, embracing the pupil's 
standing in all of his studies, deportment, attendance and 
punctuality, which were sent to the parents for their exam- 
ination and signature. These blanks were furnished by 
myself and were used in all of the schools. Nearly all the 
teachers report good results coming from their use. 



GREEN COUNTY — 1883. 

D. H. MORGAN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

I herewith enclose my annual report. Like all that I 
have ever made, it is incomplete. 

Very few of our town clerks fill all the blanks^ and I am 
obliged to depend upon my own and teachers' knowledge to 
fill up as far as we know. There is one fact that this year's 
report has settled as I supposed it would be settled when we 
got at the truth. Nearly all of the children between the 
ages of seven and fifteen attend school, and from personal 
observation I believe them to be quite regular in their at- 
tendance. Among the foreign population very few attend 
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school after they are fifteen. At that age they are supposed 
to know their catechism, which completes the education of 
Lutherans and Catholics. Though I report to you a large 
number who have received certificates, I am not able to get 
enough to fill the schools that have "one year" certifi- 
cates. We are not able to hold our old teachers very long 
as the school term is too short, particularly in " foreign '' dis- 
tricts, where the terms are seldom more than five months, 
supplementing with German or Norwegian for one or two 
months more. 

I am pleased to say that the teachers' meetings of the past 
year have done good in many ways, especially in writing. 
I have visited no school where a portion of time is not set 
apart for writing. It has required constant urging and some 
management to bring it about. I do not think it has been the 
fault of the teachers altogether. Parents are careless about 
furnishing material. Now our teachers make such a 
"racket" that the paper and ink are forthcoming. 

Our teachers, almost without exception, are doing all they 
can in trying the grading system. I have no doubt of its 
final accomplishment. Proper institute work and teachers' 
meetings in connection with the instruction given in our 
pamphlet will finally conquer. Parents care little or noth- 
ing about it; are satisfied with the "good old way" or any 
way; do not oppose, but fight the " township system " through 
ignorance and lear of increased taxes. When we have a 
legislature intelligent enough to take the animal by the 
horns and give us the system without let or hindrance, that 
will end that matter, as it only needs trying to make it ac- 
ceptable to all. 

Any suggestions relating to the work of grading will be 
very acceptable. 
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JUNEAU COUNTY. 

M. L. BUNNELL, SUPERINTENDENT. 

Since this date last year one new district has been organ- 
ized^ No. 7, Necedah, and one, No. 4, Armenia, having failed, 
to maintain school for two successive years, has been dis- 
solved. The number of public schools in the county is, 
therefore, the same as last year, ninety-five. We have 
ninety-nine school buildings capable of accommodating, 
according to town clerks' reports, 5,251 pupils. The past 
season has been marked by greater improvement in the 
school houses of the county than has been known before in 
many years, six good buildings having been erected and pro- 
vided wHh patent seats, besides repairs, amounting almost 
to new buildings, being made on several others. Districts 
No. 4, Lyndon, and 9, Lemonweir, two of the three spoken 
of last year as having the poorest houses in the county, now 
have buildings deserving of mention as being among the 
best. These are encouraging signs. We may with reason 
expect that an educational sentiment that has become strong 
enough to sanction so great an outlay to provide for the 
physical requirement of the school, will also take sufficient 
pride in improving its intellectual condition to demand that 
competent teachers be emplgyed and to provide the means 
necessary to secure them. This is usually the result of an 
improvement in school property. That which costs the most 
is the object of greatest attention and interest. Other things 
being equals the best schools are found in the best school 
buildings. There are several other districts sadly in need 
either of new houses or extensive repairs on the old ones. 

EXAMINATIONS AND CERTIFICATES. 

V 

There are at present in force in the county 9 first grade 
certificates, 14 second grade, and 108 third grade; making a 
total of 131. Of this number about 20 either do not intend 
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to teach or will teach in other counties, leaving about 111 
available teachers, or about 7 less than are actually needed. 
This deficiency will no doubt.be fully supplied by the sup- 
plementary examination. If so, we shall have qualified 
teachers enough to supply the schools— which is very desir- 
able as it will obviate the necessity of granting permits to 
personej unable to obtain certificates and who very seldom 
succeed as teachers for the reason that they have not an 
adequate knowledge of what they are required to teach. 
No permits are issued except to those who have an average 
standing of 50, at least, and then only upon written request 
of the district board, which request is placed on file. It has 
been my aim during the past two years, by raising the re- 
quired standing and by endeavoring to make each examina- 
tion a little more rigid than the preceding one, to cull out, 
and keep out, the least desirable teachers to such an extent 
that the number of certificates held in the county shall 
correspond as nearly as possible to the number of teachers 
required; hoping thus to secure the double result of provid- 
ing the schools with only the best teaching material in the 
county and, by removing " cheap labor " competition to the 
greatest extent possible, of insuring to good teachers reason- 
able pay for their services. A constantly rising standard, 
which may be provided by raising the required average or 
by requiring more diflBcult tests, is the only means by which 
the majority of teachers can be incited to continued study. 
If they realize the necessity of being a little better qualified 
at each subsequent examination, they will be much more 
likely to try to improve themselves, thereby increasing their 
efficiency as teachers. With many, no other incentive is so 
powerful. 

The standing required is, for third grade, an average of 65 
per cent. ; for second grade, an average of 75 per cent, on 
third and second grade branches; for first grade, an average 
of 85 per cent, on third, second, and first grade branches. 
Efforts have been made to encourage teachers whose third 
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grade standings are high enough^ to take up the study of 
second and first gra^o branches^ and quite a number have 
this fall undertaken the work. Many say, as a reason for 
not doing so, that district boards will not pay any more for 
a second or first grade teacher than for one who holds only 
a poor third grade certificate. This is true in too many 
cases but not in all. There are many schools in the county, 
and they are our best ones, where a. poor third grade teacher 
can not find employment, and I have known of but two 
cases during the year where a higher grade teacher has not 
received considerably more than the average paid to third 
grades. 

WAGES. 

There has been a slight increase in teachers' wages during 
the year, and indications this fall point to a further rise. 
The average paid per month in the country districts during 
the past year was, to males, $32.28; to females, $19.65. The 
corresponding figures for last year are $29.96 and $19.25. 
The highest average wages in towns containing no high 
school, was paid in Orange, $22.50. The lowest in such towns 
was paid in Clearfield, Kildare, and Lemonweir, $18.00 in 
each. The average paid to principals of high schools in the 
county was $97.73, the highest, $111.11, being paid at New 
Lisbon. Average paid to female teachers in village schools, 
$32.50. Necedah, the banner village in this respect, pays 
each of its subordinate teachers $40.00 a month, making no 
distinction in the matter of wages between the different 
positions — an arrangement both fair and just. 

INSTITUTES — QBADING SYSTEM. 

During the past year more of our teachers have had the 
advantage of institute drill than ever before, the meeting at 
Wonewoc being attended by 81 and the one at Lyndon by 
42 others. The work done at both places was confined al- 
most exclusively to the explanation and discussion of the 
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grading system for country schools and the best methods of 
introducing it. Considerable interest in the scheme was 
manifested by the majority of the teachers, while there, and 
there is reason to believe that better work will be done in 
this line during the coming winter than we have been able 
to do before. The plan contemplates a change in the work- 
ing of our country schools which will take several years, 
under the most favorable circumstances, to accomplish per- 
fectly. But to one who will take the pains to get an under- 
standing of it, it will be plain that the improvement it will 
cause is suflBcient to justify an earnest effort to introduce it. 

Great aid has been given to the movement by chapter 325, 
laws of 1883, which, after authorizing the state superintend- 
ent to prepare and furnish courses of study for high schools, 
further provides that " the courses of study herein author- 
ized to be prepared shall include instruction in the theory 
and art of teaching, and organization, management, and 
course of study of ungraded schools, and all examinations 
of teachers shall include examination upon these subjects." 
By this provision is clearly indicated the expectation that 
the free high schools will devote special attention to prepa- 
ration of teachers for the common schools as a return for the 
aid in their support extended by the state; and failure to 
comply with it will be considered suflBcient cause for with- 
holding such aid. 

There have been two diplomas, or certificates of gradu- 
ation, issued during the year to country school students; one 
to Miss Annie Trehey, of District No. 6, Seven Mile Creek; 
the other to Wells Davidson of No. 9, Lemonweir. There 
are now three of these diplomas held in the county. 

OUR HIGH SCHOOLS. 

We have five regularly organized high schools in the 
county which without doubt will compare well with the ma- 
jority of such schools in the state. A regular course of 
study is prescribed and followed and every year quite a 
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large number of graduates is sent out. Upon these gradu- 
ates and the higher-class students in these schools we must^ 
on account of our remoteness from normal schools, depend 
mainly for teachers. And it is only reasonable to expect 
that they should be qualified to hold at least a second grade 
certificate. Some of them are but the majority are not. 
Several high school graduates have failed during the past 
two years to get even a third grade. Many of them are 
capable of passing a creditable examination on second and 
first grade branches alone, but fail to get higher grade cer- 
tificates because of their inability to reach the required 
standing in third grade branches. Here is where the trouble 
lies and where a change might be made with excellent re- 
sults. The high schools do not furnish enough thorough 
drill in the elementary studies. The higher branches, the 
study of which may be gratifying and flattering to the pride 
of the students and their friends, are in many cases pursued 
at the expense of the lower ones. Arithmetic, geography, 
grammar, and history, which, with reading, writing, and 
spelling, should form the basis of higher education, are 
dropped — if introduced at all — early in the course, l&ef ore the 
majority of the pupils are old enough to have anything like 
a lasting knowledge of them. The result is that many of 
them after spending two to four years in the study of philos- 
ophy, geometry, rhetoric, literature, Latin, etc., are gradu- 
ated with less knowledge of the subjects which, if they 
become teachers, they need to understand, than is possessed 
by some of the pupils in our country schools. 

I would not be understood as being in favor of excluding 
the study of the higher branches or reducing the number of 
them. The knowledge of them is valuable. But to be of 
the greatest and most enduring benefit it should follow, not 
precede, a reasonably thorough understanding of the ele- 
mentary branches; otherwise the education received, instead 
of being well founded and symmetrical, is superficial and 
top-heavy. 



112 First Biennial Report of the [Pub. Doc. 

tm I ^ ■■ ■ M 11 IM — Ml— ^^^11 ■ II ■ I I ■ I. Ml. Mill I I I ■■ , , ,|M , ., _, , -^^^^^^^^ 

Reports of County and City Superintendents. 

The blame for this condition of things does not rest with 
the students nor the teachers. It is not caused by lack of 
application on the part of the former nor by faulty methods 
of instruction employed by the latter. Both are doing the 
work mapped out for them in the different courses of study. 
Tliese courses should be revised. They should provide for 
a thorough review and study of the common branches dur- 
ing the latter pari of the course, and no diploma should be 
issued to a graduate who has not passed, satisfactorily, a 
rigid examination in them. 

In one of our high schools a change similar to the one 
here suggested has recently been made in the course of 
study — an example which might be followed with profit by 
the others. 

SCHOOL VISITS. 

During the year every school in the county has received at 
least one visit, and more than one have been made to as 
many as possible. Besides the usual observation of instruc- 
tion, management, etc., note has been made of the kind and 
amount ^f appliances furnished by the district to aid the 
teacher and the pupils in their work; the provisions made 
for their health and comfort; and the evidences of interest in 
and care for the school property on the part of the district 
board. And while in many cases but little remains to be de- 
sired, in many others as little that is desirable appears. Some 
districts are entirely destitute, having neither dictionary, 
maps, globe,charts, chalk (one or two having no blackboard — 
they have no use for chalk), or anything else with which to 
illustrate and facilitate the work which, unless in the hands 
of ingenious, skillful teachers, often soon becomes to a great 
extent dull, tiresome, disagreeable, and to the same extent, 
unprofitable. These things may be had at little expense and 
when once provided, if the teacher will not, or does not, use 
them, his place should be supplied by one who will. 

In many cases, also, sanitary considerations of all kinds 
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are entirely disregarded An elaborate and costly system 
of ventilation and furnishing is of course out of the ques- 
tion, but pure air may be made obtainable by means of win- 
dows that will raise and lower (a thin strip of board 
slanting inward and upward from the window sill will raise 
the cold air above the heads of children sitting near the. 
windows), cracks and holes in walls, door, floor, roof anci. 
ceiling may be battened and patched; draughts, cold feet. 
and consequent sickness may in a measure be prevented by 
banking the houce, if it has no wall, and supplying plenty-^ 
of good dry. wood — all at a cost of money trifling in com.- 
parisonwith the benefit derived from this outlay. 

The care of school property should in some districts re^- 
ceive more attention. By an occasional visit the board 
would be able to see whether proper care is being exercised 
by the teacher to protect the in-door furniture and to im- 
press upon his mind and that of the school the ne<5i3ssity of 
it; whether the buildings are suffering from lack of paint; 
whether the gates and fences are in good repair, giving the> 
grounds a snug, tidy appearance; and whether ihe out- 
houses are in respectable condition. The time and labor 
necessary would be furnished gratuitously by the board as 
very few districts pay their oflficers, but it is to the interest 
of the community that this should be done and there is no 
one else empowered or required b^' law to do it. 

One very noticeable and unnecessary obstacle to the uni-^ 
form progress of classes, observed during school visits, is the- 
great diversity of text-books in use. The attention of dis« 
trict boards is called to the revised statutes, section 440,. 
which provides that the school boards "shall determine- 
what text-books shall be used in the several branches taught, 
in the schools, make a list of such books, and file one copy 
with the clerk and keep one copy posted in the school-^ 
house." 

About half of our districts (forty- six) have complied with 

8— s.a 
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this provision. After a series of books has been adopted, the 
board should see that they are introduced and used. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

The whole number of children of school age in the county 
is 5,969. The number who have attended school during the 
year, 4,333. The number between the ages of seven and 
fifteen years, who are required by law to be sent to school at 
least twelve weeks in each year, 3,20^. Number of such 
children who have attended the public schools during thejyear, 
3,027; leaving 178 of the age contemplated by the law referred 
to, who, according to town clerks' reports, have had no school- 
ing whatever during the past year, except the number that 
may have been sent to private schools. Last year the num- 
ber of this class reported as not having attended school was 
360 — over twice the number this vear. This indicates that 
the efforts made in this direction during the year by our 
district officers, have not been unavailing and also that con- 
tinued effort may still further reduce the number. 



LA CROSSE COUNTY. 

A. O. RHEA, SUPERINTENDENT. 

I am aware that I am behind time, but I hope you will be 
willing to make allowance for the fact that I had to wait for 
town clerks to make their reports, and was obliged in three 
instances to return them for correction. 

The county can boast of many school houses which are 
jnodels of convenience and comfort. They are well warmed, 
seated and arranged, and provided with a fair amount of 
maps, charts, globes, etc., but there are quite a number that 
contain very few of these conveniences, and are wholly unfit 
for the purposes for which they were designed. The comfort, 
health and best interest of the children of the county re- 
quire that, in a few cases, new houses be erected, and others 
be re-plastered and re-seated. 
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It affords me pleasure to be able to testify to the faithful- 
ness of our teachers, their progress both in educational qual- 
ifications and methods of teaching and the better general 
comprehension of their duties. 

From a careful observation of their condition through the 
agency of teachers' reports and personal visits, I am satis- 
fied that our schools were better and more thoroughly 
taught this year than last. A professional pride, and desire 
to excel, the effects of institute instruction, are producing 
a healthful influence upon our schools, and supplying us with 
better qualified and more eflBcient teachers. 

The examinations last fall and spring were made thorough 
and well calculated to test the applicant's knowledge of the 
branches taught, and his ability to successfully impart in- 
struction, so far as an examination might determine. About 
seventy-four per cent, of the number applying received cer- 
tificates. I have aimed to secure the best teachers, ty mak- 
ing the tests of such a character as to throw out the weak 
and ineflScient, while the live, energetic teacher, who keeps 
abreast with the time, and whose aim is high, will find no 
great diflSculty in showing his ability to engage successfully 
in the great work of instructing the young. 

Two institutes have been held during the year, one in the 
fall at West Salem, and one in the spring at Bangor. At 
the former fifty-two were in attendance, at the latter sixty- 
two. Both were conducted by Prof. J. B. Thayer as princi- 
pal and gave good satisfaction. The influence of these was 
everywhere apparent in the school work of the past year. 

During the year, I have visited each school twice, except 
a few that had only one term of school. I have endeavored 
to make my visits as unxepected and informal as possible, 
and to inform myself in regard to the attainments of the 
pupils, the progress they are making in their studies, their 
general deportment, and the fitness of the teachers for the 
positions they occupy. I have generally found the schools 
doing well, and making commendable progress in their 



116 First Biennial Ebport of the [Pub. Doc. 

Reports of County and City Superintendents, 

studies^ and in most of them the best of discipline main- 
tained. 

Very strong efforts have been made to secure the grading 
of the schools, but the results have not been all that could 
be desired. Seventeen schools of one department are re- 
ported as having adopted the Course of Study, and many 
others are working in accordance with the course and the 
results are very encouraging. 

The teachers' associations have been of very great benefit 
to the teachers. I find those who attend these meetings, as 
a general thing, teach the best schools and give the best sat- 
isfaction where they are employed. We hope to continue 
these meetings the coming winter and make them worthy of 
patronage. 

From the observations I have been able to make, I am led 
to believe that the people of this county feel interest in the 
welfare of the public schools, and, as a natural result, they 
have been greatly improved within the past few years. 



LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

H. C. MARTIN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

The high schools of Shullsburg and Darlington, and the 
departments connected therewith, are in a flourishing condi- 
tion. These schools rank well with those of other counties, 
and of these schools we are justly proud. 

One new district has been formed and a school house 
built in the town of Gratiot, so that we have in the county 
123 school districts. In Blanchardville the second story of 
their school house has been completed. In Collins a new 
school house has been built. District No. 9, town of Shulls- 
burg, also has a new school house. These improvements 
have mostly been made since June 30th, last, and will prop- 
erly come in next year's report. 
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We find a graded school of three departments in the vil- 
lage of Argyle; schools of two departments in the villages 
of Belmont, Benton, Fayette, Gratiot and New Diggings; 
also one near Leadmine, in the northern part of New Dig- 
gings. Considerable interest is manifested in these schools 
by the people in their respective localities. Still, if this in- 
terest were a little more universal and a little more intense, 
it would prove increasingly beneficial to the schools. Good 
work is being done in these schools. The teachers seem to 
be willing and alive to the best interest of the school, and 
only need encouragement and support from parents and 
school oflScers. 

Most of the other schools in the county have teachers able 
and willing enough to do good work if school boards and 
parents have and show an interest in seeing it done. 

Among the teachers there has been a quickening of inter- 
est in their work, as was shown, in part, by the attendance 
of 115 of them at the institute last spring. This increase of 
interest has been appreciated and correspondingly met, in 
most instances, by parents and school officers; but there are 
still quite a number of districts in the county where the 
school house is old, small and poor in every respect, 
and where th e interest in education is correspondingly small 
and poor. There is no excuse for some of these terribly poor 
school houses. If the district is small and the pupils few, 
it should be divided and the parts given to adjoining dis- 
tricts. It is better for the children to go farther to a good 
school than to live next door to a poor one. 

There have been during the past year, too many requests 
from school boards for teachers unable to pass the public 
examinations, or failing to attend the public examinations. 

The rule will be that such permits, if granted at all, will 
be granted only after qualified teachers wishing to teach 
and holding certificates have been employed. 

It can not be urged too strongly that school boards should 
select from the best teachers, pay them fair wages, and if pos- 
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sible, hire them for the entire school year. I am glad to re- 
port that in quite a number of schools this is now done. I hope 
to be able to report next year that most of the teachers are 
hired for the whole seven, eight or nine months, as the case 
may be. Having done this, the school board should not find 
much fault with what the teacher does, or the methods he 
uses, but encourge him to do his best and make him respon- 
sible for the results. If the results are satisfactory the same 
teacher should be hired for the next year. In order that the 
school board may know what the teacher is accomplishing 
they must visit the school, examine into its condition, ad- 
vise and counsel with the teacher. If this duty, which is 
imposed by law in section 441, of the R. S., was carefully 
performed by every school board, the eflSciency of our schools 
would be greatly increased. 

I must also urge upon school oflScers to be prompt and ac- 
curate in their oflScial business, especially in their reports to 
the town clerks, so that the town clerk's report to the county 
superintendent, and his to the state superintendent, may be 
accurate and reliable, and hence of greater value. 

Judging from the reports of the town clerks, certainly not 
more than half our school houses are completed and ready 
for the teachers in respect to seats, blackboards, maps, dic- 
tionaries, globes, out-buildings, fences and all minor details 
in and around the school house. What was said in last year's 
report in condemnation of poorly furnished school houses, and 
of poor and sometimes utter want of out-buildings, might be 
again i epeated. Eighty-seven of the 123 schopl houses have 
separate out-houses for the sexes; ton more than last year. 
While these eighty-seven appear to be in good condition^ 
yet, if we go inside, much less than that number will be 
found properly furnished and ready for the teacher. We 
find twenty without a dictionary. Only forty-five have a 
map of Wisconsin, and only sixty have a map of the Uni- 
ted States. Thirty-four have reading charts. 

The school houses in the county are very poorly fenced. 
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Only fifty-seven out of the 123 school house sites are well 
enclosed. 

Only sixty-one districts have adopted a list of text-books, 
and but forty three of these use only the text-books adopted. 

The average wages per month of male teachers is $37.65^, 
of female teachers, $2J:.23i, being a slight increase over last 
year. 

The whole number of children, over four and under 
twenty, in the county is 7,792. Of these 5,421 attend schooL 

According to the reports of the town clerks, there are 528 
children, between seven and fifteen, who do not attend 
school at all, and yet we have a law saying that these chil- 
dren must attend school. 

Concerning the work to be done this winter, the announce- 
ment of which can perhaps be best made by means of this re- 
port (besides visiting the schools), the following has been de- 
cided upon: There will be a teachers' meeting at the high 
school building in Darlington, on Saturday, Jan. 17th, 1885, 
at 1 o'clock; at Shullsburg, Jan. 24th; at Belmont, Jan. 31st; 
at Argyle, Feb. 7th; at Gratiot, Feb. 14th. Evening educa- 
tional meetings may be held in different parts of the county, 
but these will be announced hereafter. 

It is hoped that, in some or all of these places, the teach- 
ers will not be satisfied with one meeting, but that they will 
organize into a permanent association and their meetings 
become regular. Every teacher in the county is expected 
to attend the meetings at some one of these places, or at 
some other place in the county where the teachers are or- 
ganized. The principal of the school where these meetings 
are held will be requested to, and undoubtedly will, deliver 
a short address or read a paper upon some subject of inter- 
est to teachers. The county superintendent will try and do 
his part at these first meetings. Every teacher should 
come prepared to talk five minutes on some subject near to 
his heart, or, at least, to ask a few pertinent questions that 
shall provoke healthful discussion. 
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Also, personally at these meetings, or by mail, each 
teacher is requested to deliver to the county superintendent 
a carefully prepared written report of his school, giving a 
short history of the school and a particularly exact account 
and detailed report of its present condition in every respect. 
These reports will be filed in the oflSce of the county super- 
intendent and remain a part of the records of the oflSce. 
One or more of the best written and most readable of these 
reports will be published. The report from the poorest 
school house in the county ought to be published, but we 
will not promise. This however we will promise, that unless 
some action is taken during the next year, in some districts, 
either to repair the old or build a new school house, these dis- 
tricts will b© publicly reported and published as having tho 
poorest school houses in the county. 



MILWAUKEE COUNTY, 1883. 

JOHN REILLEY, SUPERINTENDENT. 

I have held eight examinations for teachers' certificates 
during the last year, at which one hundred and ten appli- 
cants were examined, of which two received first grade, four 
second grade, and seventy-two third grade certificates. 
While avoiding all technical or catch questions, we endeav- 
ored to make the examination thorough. 

The benefits to be derived from raising the standard of 
qualification of teachers is becoming very apparent. 

District boards that grumbled and refused to pay a teacher 
more than $25 per month, but who were finally prevailed on 
to employ a good teacher, after a trial of one term, were 
anxious to engage the same at $40. 

Again, if young teachers and parents understand that 
this standard is to be maintained and gradually raised, they 
will see that it is an object to prepare themselves and chil- 
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dren for teachers. This is shown by the fact that our county 
is better represented in the normal schools than ever before. 

INSTITUTE. 

• 

An institute of two weeks was held at Bay View, com- 
mencing August 14, 1882, conducted by Prof. A. A. Miller, 
of Waukesha, and T. W. Reilley, of Fond du Lac. This 
proved to be one of the most successful and interesting in- 
stitutes ever held in the county. 

The enrollment of active members reached sixty-five. 
There being sixty-eight schools in the county requiring 
eighty-three teachers. Hence we had an attendance of over 
78 per cent, of the teachers in the county. Many of the ab- 
sentees w ould have attended had the institute been later in 
the season, so as not to come in conflict with other business. 

This fall we held an instiTute][of two weeks, commencing 
August 20th, at Wauwatosa, conducted by Prof. Lewis Funk 
and Principal A. W. Smith. 

The decision of the " Committee on Institute Work," to 
use the *' Manual of Course of Study " in place of a syllabus 
was a wise one. While I have read the Manual carefully 
and consulted it frequently, while teaching, I must confess 
that I did not realize that it contained as much as it does, 
until I came to study it in preparation for this " Institute." 

The enrollment of active members was seventy. Consid- 
ering the number required to teach our schools (87), this was 
very encouraging. I do not think that a class of teachers 
ever derived more benefit from attending our " Institute " 
than our teachers did from this one. The success teachers 
are having in carrying into practice ideas received at the 
institute, in the schools that I have visited this season, con- 
vinced me that the time and money teachers spend while 
attending our " Institute " is wisely and profitably invested. 
Universal satisfaction is expressed by the teachers, with 
Messrs. Funk and Smith on account of the way in whi^h 
they conducted the " Institute." 
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VISITATIONS. 

During the last year I have visited each school in the 
county from two to five times. My labors for the past year 
consisted principally with school boards, to induce them to 
make necessary improvements about their schools, as to 
ventilation, school-apparatus, etc. 

I have reason to feel encouraged in the task undertaken, 
by the earnest support given by teachers and school oflScers 
to improve the condition of their schools, by putting into 
execution suggestions thrown out at the institute, associa- 
tion meetings and during my visits of inspection; methods 
by which the children and parents would be led to take a 
greater interest in the cause of education. 

I am happy to be able to announce that there is a decided 
improvement in our schools. That we have drones yet in 
the ranks is a deplorable fact. Many enter the school room 
as teachers with no other object in view than to replenish 
their pockets, while preparing for some other line of duty 
without caring one iota whether the children under their 
care improve or not. 

I think the time has arrived when some such promises 
should be made by applicants for certificates, as is required 
of candidates for admission to the normal schools, viz., that 
it is their intention to make teaching their business. 

I trust that the time is not far distant when no person will 
be allowed to enter a school-room as teacher before he or 
she has received a thorough systematic training for the pro- 
fession. 

Is the moulding of the immortal mind of a child of less 
importance than the care of its body? Then, if a quack is 
not to be tolerated in the person of a physician, should he 
be in that of a teacher? 

During my visits I took particular pains to inspect the 
condition of the outhouses. In many I found the walls cov- 
ered with obscene writing and figures that had, undoubt- 
edly remained there for years. The neglect of school 



No. 4.] State Superintendent. 123 

Reports of County and City Superintendents, 

ofScers and teachers to guard against this source of evil 
deserved the sharp criticism that was invariably given. 

COURSE OP STUDY. 

The adoption of the "Course of Study" and properly class- 
ifying the children, has received a good deal of attention 
during the last year. I am glad to be able to report that we 
have met with considerable success. All the teachers inter- 
ested in the advancement of their pupils, having entered 
heartily into the task of grading their schools. 

During the last school year I required teachers to make a 
monthly report to me of the standing and progress of pupils 
in the " Middle and Upper Forms/' using a blank similar to 
the one inclosed for that purpose. And at the same time 
copy the standing of the pupils into the " Register " to be 
kept as a permanent record in the school. 

I have found in many schools of the county, pupils that 
should be classed in the " Primary Form " and doing primary 
work, attempting to do work that belongs to the Middle or 
Upper Form. Thus through the ignorance of an incompe- 
tent teacher precious time is wasted. The "Course of 
Study " will give superintendents an opportunity of holding 
teachers responsible for the proper grading of the pupils. 

While the work that should be done in each form is so 
minutely stated in the " circular " and explained by institute 
conductors and superintendents, teachers that plead igno- 
rance of what should be taught in each form are certainly 
out of place in a school room. 

teachers' association. 

A teachers' association was formed at a meeting held in 
Bay View, May 6th, 1882, by the teachers of Milwaukee 
county. Since then we have held six sessions. The bene- 
fits derived from these meetings by the earnest teacher can 
not be overestimated. As a supplement to the work done at 
the institute they are a success. The primary object we 
had in view was to give the young candidate the benefit of 
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the experience of the older teachers in overcoming diflScul- 
ties they will meet with in the school room. But while the 
better class of teachers have taken an interest in the asso- 
ciation and cheerfully performed any task assigned them, 
the persons standing most in need of instruction are the 
ones that are always absent from institutes and teachers' 
meetings. 

In arranging our programmes I have taken pains to sug-»^ 
gest such topics and class exercises to the committee on 
programme as I found the teachers most in need of 
instruction in, as I visited the different schools. For the 
ensuing year we have decided to hold five sessions. The 
first to be held at Bay View3 November 17, in which the ex- 
ercises will be conducted according to the inclosed pro- 
gramme. 

Principal Funk having become part owner of the Bay 
View Herald, it will be made the oflScial organ of the asso- 
ciation. There will be an educational column in this paper, 
giving all local news pertaining to progress of education in 
the county. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

During the last year a great deal has been done toward 
putting the school-houses in proper condition. The old 
shaky pine benches are giving way to the patent desk. 
Many scliool-boards are supplying their schools with maps, 
globes, reading charts, etc. There were two school-houses 
built last year that deserve special notice. One in district 
No. 8, town of Wauwatosa, at a cost of six thousand dollars. 
Some of the heaviest taxpayers, while not having a child to 
send to school, were the strongest advocates of erecting a 
building that would be a credit to the district. 

Joint district No. 12, between Oak Creek and Franklin, is 
just completing a splendid two story building at a cost of 
$2,700. This school, under the management of Mr. Henry 
Killelea, has been one of the best conducted district schools 
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in the county. The intention is to organize this school under 
the high school law as soon as the new building is ready for 
occupation. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

We have two schools in this county organized under the 
high school law. One at Wauwatosa, under the supervision 
of A. W. Smith, and one at Bay View, with Lewis Funk as 
principal. Both of these schools are doing excellent work. 

Pupils attend the Wauwatosa school from a distance of 
five miles. The amount received for tuition from pupils out- 
side of the district, in this school the last year amounted to 
$321.04. Three of the graduating class of last year, of this 
school, and two of Bay View, received " First Grade Certifi- 
cates," at the examination, held this fall. 

This I consider proof that the instruction given in this 
school is second to none given in like institutions in the 
state. 

The subject of organizing high schools in different parts 
of the county, has received so much attention lately that I 
feel confident that in the next few years there will be at 
least three more organized in this county. Parents are be- 
ginning to realize that it is better to support High Schools 
and give their children the benefit of a good education at 
home, rather than send them to the city or away from home, 
where they will be exposed to temptations and, perhaps, 
contract habits that will soon reduce them to moral and 
physical wrecks. 

OUTAGAMIE COUNTY, 1883. 

J. A. LEITH, SUPERINTENDENT. 

Number of applicants for certificates 204 

Number of certificates granted to applicants 118 

Number of applicants refused certificates 86 

Maximum wages per month for female teachers $37 00 

Minimum 18 00 

Average 24 00 
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Maximum wages per month for male teachers |65 00 

Minimum 25 00 

Average , . 37 24 

Number of schools in superintendent district 117 

Number of schools with three departments 2 

Number of schools with two departments 5 

Number of visits made to schools during the year 256 

Slumber of children of school age in superintendent district 8, 733 

Number of children of school age that have attended public school. . 5, 582 

Part of the number of children that have not attended 
the public schools have attended private schools; the remain- 
der have not attended any. Our institute of two weeks con- 
ducted by Prof. Sawyer was held in the city of Appleton, 
beginning the last week of March, 1883; one hundred and 
eight teachers were enrolled. Professor Sawyer is an able 
and pleasant conductor. His work was much appreciated by 
the teachers. Our teachers' meetings were somewhat broken 
up last winter on account of the many snow storms and the 
numerous snow drifts. But we intend to go on with renewed 
vigor this year if the weather is not too uncertain. We had 
some excellent meetings last year and it is hoped that our 
vacation will not be an obstacle to our future progress. As 
to the course of study, we are doing what we can; it has its 
^^ebbs and flows"; much depends upon the ability of the 
teachers that have charge of the schools. We keep the 
teachers supplied with the revised edition of the course. 
But notwithstanding the many efforte put forth to secure its 
adoption, through the frequent changes of teachers we 
occasionally find schools losing ground. Our best teachers 
often leave us because they can do better elsewhere and 
their places are filled with young, inexperienced recruits. 
Thus, in a degree, we are supporting training schools for 
others to reap the benefits. Last year we felt a scarcity of 
teachers. In districts where they had voted at their annual 
meeting to have experienced or male teachers they had to 
be supplied as best they could under the circumstances. 
Many of our schools are annoyed by a diversity of text 
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books. It seems that the variety is becoming greater every 
year. In some towns no two districts have the same kind 
of text books. The text books in themselves are good 
enough, but the variety in the county makes it quite annoy- 
ing and in a great degree are an obstacle to our progress. 
.The county is comparatively new and many families change 
residence during a year. It seems expedient to me to have 
a uniformity of text books throughout the entire state. 

Another great obstacle to our schools is the lack of school 
supplies, one of the greatest essentials of a progressive 
school. Many districts have neither outline maps nor read- 
ing charts and when we suggest to the oflBcers to supply 
their schools, some of them talk as if the expenses were 
coming out of their own pockets. On the whole, our schools 
are progressing and there is on the part of patrons a grow- 
ing spirit in behalf of good schools, also a growing demand 
for jBlrst class teachers. The teachers as a class are earnest 
and faithful in their work, and where circumstances are in 
any way favorable are doing reasonably well. 



PEPIN COUNTY— 1884. 

J. D. ELDRIDGE, SUPERINTENDENT. 

Having been appointed to this office late in the present 
school year, I am not so well prepared to report on the condi- 
tion of the work as one who has had the supervision of the 
work for a year or more. As far as my knowledge extends 
it is going well. 

The teachers as a whole have been earnest and faithful. 
Ten less persons were engaged in teaching in the county 
this year than last year. In several districts the same teach- 
ers have taught throughout the year. 

Teachers wages have advanced somewhat this year. The 
average wages for males being, $44.01 against $37.12 last 
year; females, $27.68 against $26.42 last year. 
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I have endeavored to keep the standard in examinations 
about as established by my predecessor, preferring not to 
make any material changes until I became better acquainted 
with the needs of the schools under my charge. 

About sixteen per cent, of those attending the spring ex- 
aminations failed to receive certificates; of the balance 
about one-third were granted limited licenses. Many of the 
teachers are studying for second grade, and a few for first 
grade certificates. I have encouraged this as much as pos- 
sible, being convinced that those who are satisfied with 
present attainments and who are not working for something 
higher, are, as a rule, drags on the profession and soon 
degenerate into educational tramps. 

We have had no teachers' institute this year, but expect 
one at Durand beginning August 11th. Prof. J. B. Thayer, 
conductor, assisted by Mr. McMahon, principal of Durand 
high school. 

Considerable progress has been made in grading our com- 
mon schools, in accordance with your circular on '^ Course 
of Study," during the past year, yet much more remains to 
be done in this line. 

Since assuming the duties of the office we have visited 
every school in the county at least once and in some in- 
stances have repeated our visit. It has been my aim to 
meet teachers and pupils quietly and courteously, and by 
suggestions and encouragement be helpful to them in their 
school- work. I have also made it a point to form the ac- 
quaintance of as many of the patrons of the schools as 
possible and interest them in educational matters. 

We have several good school buildings in the county, the 
Jbest being at Durand, which cost about $6,000. There are a 
few left yet which are a blot on the landscape and a dis- 
grace to the vicinity that tolerates them. They are relics of 
bygone days and are growing less each year and will soon 
be counted as things past. 

I have from time to time used the columns of the Pepin 
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county Courier for educational purposes. During the spring 
term of schools I furnished, under the head of "Field 
Notes," items relative to schools as I found them on my 
visits to the different districts. I expect to continue these 
the coming year and also add other matter pertinent to the 
work. 

The country schools have heretofore usually been divided 
into two terms, a winter term of four months, and a summer 
term of two or three months. It is my opinion that the in- 
terests of all concerned will be better served by a fall term 
of two months, closing ju st before Christmas, a winter term 
of three months, beginning immediately after the holidays, 
and a spring term of two months, commencing about April 
ICth. I shall do all I can to have such a division made; sev- 
eral school boards have signified a willingness to try it, and 
doubtless others will do so. 

The two high schools in our county located at Durand and 
Pepin, have the past year been under competent teachers, 
and are doing much in supplementing the work of district 
schools. 

I was present at the graduating exercises of the Pepin 
school and from the tone and style of the exercises am pre- 
pared to say that they were fully up to the average of those 
of like institutions. 

The Durand school has as yet held no graduating exercises, 
but we learn that steps have been taken to graduate a class 
next year. We hope this will be done for it will prove pro- 
ductive of a greater educational interest in that community. 

While we have not been able to do all we hoped, we feel 
that some progress has been made, and enter on the duties 
of the coming year with a firm purpose of doing all in our 
power to make the schools of this county more important ' 
factors in the making of good and intelligent citizens. 

9— S.S. 
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PORTAGE COUNTY, 1883. 

ANDREW P. EEN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

On June 30, 1883, there were 18 joint and 71 regular school 
districts making a total of 89 districts in the county. Dur- 
ing the year four new districts have been formed in the 
county, but there has also been a loss of one district through 
the consolidation of two districts into one, so that the net 
increase in the number of districts has been three only. 

Although the law requiring the attendance of children be- 
tween seven and fifteen years of age at school has not been 
strictly enforced, yet there is but a small per cent, of such 
children that have rot been enrolled in the schools during 
the year. The reports from three of the to wns in regard to 
those items were incomplete, but in the remaining fourteen 
towns, the number of children between seven and fifteen 
years was reported to be 2,163, of which number 1,913 were 
stated to have been enrolled in the public schools during the 
last year. 

Quite a number of new school houses have been built in 
the county during the year, and many districts have pro- 
vided new furniture for their school rooms. 

Fifty-six districts have adopted lists of text-books and of 
those forty-seven use only the books adopted. Many dis- 
tricts purchase text-books and sell them to pupils. 

D^uring the school year which began June 1, 1882 and 
closed June 30, 1883, 1 made 164 school visits. In visiting 
schools I have made a practice of inquiring into the attend- 
ance and progress of pupils, the discipline of the school, the 
programme of daily work and the methods employed by the 
teacher. I have then made such suggestions as I deemed 
proper and advisable, and have also generally made such 
remarks to the school as seemed appropriate. I have gener- 
ally found the schools in good condition and believe that 
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good progress has been made in the schools of the county 
during the year. 

In examinations I have endeavored to present such ques- 
tions as should thoroughly tost the applicant's knowledge 
of the different branches, and in granting: certificates I 
have aimed to maintain the standard of attainment as high 
as possible under existing circumstances, and I think our 
standard will compare favorably with those of other coun- 
ties in the state. 

Our annual institute was held at Amherst during the lat- 
ter part of last March and continued in session two weeks. 
Prof. W. C. Sawyer, of the Oshkosh Normal School, was 
present and had charge of the greater part of the work. 
Seventy-two members were enrolled and the institute was 
as pleasant and profitable a one as we have had for some 
time. 

The total amount reported as expended by districts for 
school purposes during the year was $21,110.98; of this 
amount $14,682.41 was for teachers' wages. The foregoing 
items of expenditures do not include the amount expended 
in district number three of the town of Eau Pleine, which 
failed to report. In comparing these items with those of my 
first annual report, which was for the year ending August 
31, 1880, 1 find that the total amount reported as expended 
during the year was $15,417.46, of which amount $12,405.95 
was for teachers' wages. This shows an excess in the total 
amount expended during the year ending in 1883 over the 
total amount expended during the year ending in 1880 of 
nearly $6,000. Of this excess over $2,000 is due to building 
and repairing,for which purpose only $1,058.29 was expended 
the latter year, as against $3,112.20 during the past year, and 
over $2,000 of it is due to the increased amount paid as teach- 
ers' wages. Perhaps the fact that the last school year in- 
cluded a period of one year and one month may have helped 
some to make the amounts reported as expended so much 
larger the past year than in the former year. 
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In comparing the wages of teachers for the above men- 
tioned years I find that the average of wages for male 
teachers has increased from $31.42 per month in 1880, to 
$36.57 in 1883, an increase of $5.15 per month. The wages of 
female teachers have increased from an average of $21.09 
per month, in 1880, t<5 $23.69 in 1883, an increase of $2.60 per 
month. This increase in teachers' wages, though not large, 
is yet gratifying, in view of the low wages teachers had 
been receiving. 

In considering the better wages paid to teachers and the 
increased amount paid for school purposes generally, I 
would infer that the interest of the people of Portage county 
in the cause of education is not diminishing but is rather on 
the increase. 



RACINE COUNTY— 1884. 

W. G. GITTINGS, SUPERINTENDENT. 

During the las^* school year ending June 30, 1884, two large 
and substantial new school houses have been built in this 
county, at a cost of $1,900. One of these is a commodious 
brick building; the other is a frame building, well furnished. 
The people in both of these districts had the foresight to 
procure sites sufficiently large to admit of convenient play 
grounds. 

During the last summer vacation a good frame school 
house has been built in the county, and a comfortable addi- 
tion has been built to the primary department of Union 
District in Burlington, making the school room capacity 
amply adequate for the wants of children in that depart- 
ment. 

This county is divided into 55 regular and 21 joint districts, 
with the school houses in the county, making in all 76 school 
houses in the county. Of these 67 were in good condition 
last year. 
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A number of school houses have during the last summer 
vacation undergone general repairs, and have been supplied 
with patent desks, blackboards and other school furniture. 
There are a number more in need of repairs; and a few 
which are utterly unfit for use, the buildings being old and 
dilapidated and having no school apparatus, with desks and 
seats in open defiance to the known laws of health. I have 
remonstrated against this condition of these school houses, 
and have reasons to believe that the time is near at hand 
•when all the poor school buildings in the county will be re- 
placed by better ones; and hope that the apathy which now 
exists in a few school districts towards educational matters 
will be replaced by a desire to further educational interests. 

The school room capacity is 4,022, while the whole num- 
ber of children of school age in the county is 5,451. Of these 
8,416 attended public schools and 345 attended private schools 
during the last year, making 3,761, or 69 percent, of children 
of school age which have attended school. 

The number of children between the ages of 7 and 15 in 
the county is 2,875. Of these 2,312 attended public schools 
and 250 are reported as having attended private schools, 
making 2,562, or 89.11 per cent, of the children, subject to 
th6 compulsory law in attendance upon school, either public 
or private, during the last year. We believe the latter to 
be the only just calculation, and therefore claim a large at- 
tendance, which was also quite regular throughout the year. 

The number of districts having Webster's Unabridged Dictionary is. . 67 

Number having black-boards 73 

Number having maps of United States 87 

Number having maps of Wisconsin 27 

Number having globes 19 

Number having reading charts 15 

Number having libraries 23 

The mixed condition of the text-books in many schools is 
a great hindrance to e^cient work. I have labored to rem- 
edy this evil; but the new law which requires the submission 
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of a change in text-books to the district meetings, makes it 
hard to accomplish this purpose. I am pleased to be able to 
state, however, that at the last annual school meetings a few 
districts voted for an entire new series of text-books, while 
several others voted to change the books in part. 

The number of districts which have legally adopted a list 
of text-books is 49; using only those adopted, 41; number 
which purchase them, 6; which sell them, 5; which loan 
them, 1. 

The total amount expended during the year for building, 
and repairing was $4,985.31; for services of male teachers^ 
$4,005; for services of female teachers, $15,512; for all other 
purposes, $5,047.74, making the total expenditure during the 
year, $39,550.05, an excess of $650.72 over the total amount 
expended during the previous year. By far the greater por- 
tion of this extra expenditure has gone toward repairing 
school houses, purchasing maps, apparatus and reference 
books. 

During the last year 15 male teachers were employed in 
the county at an average salary of $33.69 per month, being 
somewhat less than the average monthly wages of male 
teachers during the previous year. 

There were 81 different female teachers employed in the 
schools of this county during the last year, at an average 
monthly salary of $27.09 per month. 

Of the teachers of this county, three hold state certificates, 
four are graduates of normal schools, twelve have attended 
normal schools, nine hold first grade certificates, twenty- 
eight hold second grade certificates, and the rest hold only 
third grade certificates. 

During the year two public examinations have been held 
in each of the three inspection districts in the county, at 
which there were 172 different persons examined. Of these 
51 failed to pass the required tests. 

The schools of this county (this district) require 83 teach- 
-ers. Ninety-six different persons were employed during the 
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year — 15 males and 81 females. Many of our teachers are 
young, and have had little professional training. The aver- 
age age of our teachers is 24 years. We think, however,, 
that the teachers of this county, as a class, are earnest and 
careful in the preparation of their school work. They seem 
to be working toward their own improvement, and are striv- 
ing with commendable zeal to secure a higher grade of cer- 
tificate. We have tried, and hope we have succeeded, to 
give the schools of this county only the best of those who 
applied for certificates. 

The annual teachers' institute was held at Union Grove, 
beginning August 18, and continuing two weeks. The total 
enrollment of members was 87 — 10 males and 77 females. 
The average daily attendance was 57. 

Prof. H. D. Maxson, of Whitewater, and Miss Mattie Mi- 
zelle, of Union Grove, conducted the exercises of this insti- 
tute. 

The course of study for ungraded schools was made the 
basis of the work. The institute has been a very efficient 
means of elevating the standard of qualifications among our 
teachers. 

The rainy weather during the first week of the institute 
interfered with the attendance to some extent; but the con- 
ductors expressed themselves well pleased with the interest 
and energy manifested by the teachers, and especially dur- 
ing the second week. 

Pres. J. W. Stearns, of Whitewater, spent one day with us 
at the institute, and in the evening delivered an interesting 
and instructive address to the teachers on "Learning to 
Read." 

Nearly all of our teachers are making an effort to organize 
their schools in compliance with the course of study outlined 
in the state superintendent's manual. About one-third of 
the districts have legally adopted the course of study^ while 
the teachers are using the course with more or less success 
in many other schools. 
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Last winter eight successful teachers' associations were 
held in diflEerent parts of the county. The topics discussed 
at these gatherings were ably presented by the teachers to 
whom they were assigned, and related mainly to district 
school work. 

During the year I have visited every school under my su- 
pervision, have visited at least two-thirds of them twice, 
and a few of them of tener. When circumstances permitte d 
I called on the school officers and often corresponded with 
them in relation to the needs of their schools. 

I have the satisfaction of knowing that almost without 
exception they were willing to co-operate with me in any 
plan proposed for the interests of their schools. 

I am glad to be able to state that, during the year, the 
schools have been well sustained. The districts as a general 
thing are able to maintain good schools for a reasonable 
length of time, and what is more gratifying still, the inclina- 
tion to do so is commensurate with the ability. 

Our schools are surely progressing. They are better fur- 
nished, better organized, better taught than in former years 
and public sentiment is growing in their behalf. 



SECOND DISTRICT, ROCK COUNTY, 1883. 

WM. JONES, SUPERINTENDENT. 

From the reports of the several town clerks I find that the 
87 schools of the Second Superintendent District were 
maintained for the past year at a cost of $28,226.32. 

I also find that thq number of children of school age was 
3,518, of whom 2,706 attended school for a part of the year 
at least, and 812 or 23 per cent, did not. To this attendance 
may be added 3 under 4 and 5 over 20 years of age — 8 in 
all. 

The cost per capita on the basis of school population was 

.02, while on that of attendance it was $10.40. But to 
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know the cost per capita avails nothing^ the ag^gregate cost 
of schooling to the people remains the same; the important 
thing to know is, who are the absentees. From data fur- 
nished me by the teachers and from the town clerks' reports 
I am able to state with approximate correctness: they are 
606 or 44 per cent, of our school population under 7 and over 
15 years of age, and 206 or 9 per cent, of those between 
those ages. 

The first class number 1,375, the second 2,139. Of those of 
school age under 7 and over 15, the former compares with 
the latter as 3 to 2, though in which class absenteeism is 
greater I am unable to say. 

It will thus appear that in the country schools at least, the 
true school age is between 7 and 15, and it may be pertinent 
to inquire if 9 per cent, absence here is not too large to be 
justified under the law. 

On the other hand, two principal reasons exist for the 
large loss per cent. They are: First, the growing tendency 
among parents to defer the beginning of the child's school 
instruction until about his seventh year; and second, the 
practice of sending away to school those who have attained 
their 15th or 16th year. As to this practice permit me to 
8ay, that if our country schools were properly graded, the 
course of study extended, and suitable apparatus supplied, 
it would, in my judgment, materially prolong attendance 
upon them, much to their benefit and that of the pupils of 
all grades, to say nothing of the saving to parents. 

BUILDING AND REPAIRING. 

But one school house has been built during the year, that 
in District No. 1, in Beloit township. It is a substantial 
stone structure, suitably located and commodious, and 
makes an agreeable change from the old one. When fur- 
nished with all necessary apparatus, the grounds fenced, 
fihade trees planted and a well dug, it may well serve as a 
model for those y et to build. I am glad to note a goodly 
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amDunt of repairing done, much of which is excellent, but 
it is not enough to make the school room tight and warm; 
some regard should be had to its proper lighting, heating 
and ventilating. 

In my last report I briefly suggested tlie necessity of pro- 
viding separate outhouses for the sexes where this was not 
the case, and of renovating others needing it, believing that 
the merest hint in this direction would produce the desired 
reform. It has done so in some instances but not in others. 

APPARATUS AND LIBRARY. 

But $69.80 have been expended for apparatus and library. 
There seems to be a complete decadence of interest in school 
libraries. The great increase in publication of juvenile 
books, papers and periodicals, which characterizes these 
times, and the very general practice of supplying the home 
with them, have undoubtedly operated against the maintain- 
ing of these libraries. But entertaining books are not always 
instructive books. A child entering upon his 'teens needs 
better mental food than much of that found in most of the 
so-called juvenile reading. It should be remembered that 
the taste in this respect is easily formed, and that the mental 
drift rarely ever changes in this direction in after years. 
Hence the need for select reading, that which will constitute 
valuable and disciplinary material for the true development 
and growth of the child's mental faculties. Let the school 
library be established and maintained. 

As to apparatus a somewhat better policy prevails; and 
yet I feel it my duty to say that few of our schools are sup- 
plied with apparatus anywhere near adequate to the demand 
for effective school work. Our teachers are, as a class, earn- 
est, zealous, and intelligent, most of whom have received 
special training in the use of these appliances, both at the 
Normal and in the Institute, but on entering on their fields 
of labor in the school room, they find little besides the text 
book with which to carry on the work. Hence a vast deal of 
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misspent energy characterizes their efforts before their classes 
in their endeavor to illustrate subjects which can only be il- 
lustrated by the use of suitable appliances. A.dvancement has 
been made all along the line in every other department of hu- 
man interests, and the people have been quick to seize and hold 
the good things as they came. XJreat improvements have 
been made in school furnishments, as well, and yet little 
thought seemingly has been given to their utility, and, as^ 
before said, we find schools to-day, in this superintendent 
district, some utterly, and others well nigh destitute of suit- 
able and necessary articles for the illustration of subjects- 
required by law to be taught in them. 

TEXT-BOOKS. 

There is also great need that those districts which have- 
not adopted a uniform series of text-books should do so with-- 
out delay. Without such uniformity proper classification is 
impossible, and the right progress of the school sensibly 
retarded. The course of study should be extended and the 
work under it systematically extended. The " Manual on 
the Course of Study for Country Schools " aims to accomplish 
this desired end. 

I am glad to report that it is very generally in use among 
the teachers of this district, with good results. 

Permit me to say that there is nothing about this Manual 
which requires formal action by the district board. 

It addresses itself to the teacher, is for his guidance, sys- 
tematizes his labors, suggests methods and exemplifies the 
relations of the several branches as to the time to be ex- 
pended upon them, and the degree of prominence each 
should receive in order to maintain a just balance between 
them, and thus prevent that one-sided culture which too- 
often results from a disregard of these considerations. 
When the tenure of office of the teacher becomes more per-^ 
manent, so that the fruits of the provisions of this little work 
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may be experienced under the hand adopting them, the 
school not organized under it will be the exception. 

teachers' library. 

It is now three years since I began the agitation of the 
question of a teachers' library association. In December, 
1881, such a society was formed, with seven names sub- 
scribed to the constitution, and a pledge of six books, which 
were afterwards received. Our number has risen from 
seven to one hundred and thirty-five members at the present 
time, and from the first donation of seven books, the library 
has grown to three hundred and fifty volumes, properly 
classified and nicely catalogued. We beg to be excused a 
feeling of pride in this flattering result. Much of the success 
here attained must be attributed to the co-operation of Prin- 
cipal R. W. Burton, of the Janes ville schools, and his corps 
of teachers. Others, also, outside of the profession, have 
contributed material . aid, one especially, Mr. Willis Miles, 
county treasurer, whose relation to the society has been that 
of custodian of the books, special clerk, and earnest advo- 
cate and champion of the cause at all times. I am glad to 
be able to report that the books are being read, and their 
general helpfulness acknowledged. A few there are who 
seem not to appreciate the advantages which this library 
may be presumed likely to afford them. In the main, how- 
•ever, the indications of its ultimate influence for good upon 
the profession, are gratifying indeed. 

It is a well known fact that a teacher unconsciously re- 
flects upon his pupils the mental cast which he receives from 
his reading; this being the case, should not the question 
'^ What do you read?" largely determine the fitness of an 
aspirant for position as teacher of the young? Let this sen- 
timent but prevail and it would stimulate to the perusal of 
books of real worth, not omitting those that treat on educa- 
tion, the science and art of teaching, etc.; for it must be 
remembered that our profession numbers in its ranks some 
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of the world's foremost thinkers, and owns a literature sec- 
ond to no other. 

I close with a brief allusion to the Institute which met at 
Clinton last September. On the testimony of its members I 
feel justified in saying that it was one of the best. The en- 
rollment must be confessed not what it should have been, 
though the average daily attendani'.e was unprecedented. 
Our experience with Prof. Maxson was as good as a term at 
the Normal. His perfect self -poise, command of language, 
mastery of the subjects he presented, appreciation of the 
teachers' needs, and above all, his courteous treatment of 

those whose diflBdence made speech diflBcult, not only won 
the esteem of all, but really advanced the work of the session 

as nothing else could have done. Our teachers look forward 
with pleasure to the time when they may meet him again in 
the same field of labor. The Manual received careful atten- 
tion, the exercises being based upon it. Its many excellen- 
cies were made to appear, and the teachers departed 
promising to carry its provisions into their school work. 



ST. CROIX COUJSTY — 1883. 

MRS. B. I. DWELLEY, SUPERINTENDENT. 

The past school year has, I trust, been one of marked 
advancement and success. Under the instruction of faith- 
ful teacheis our pupils are doing more and better work than 
during last year. Better habits of studying, methods of 
recitation, and ability to express thought show this; while 
the monthly written examinations afford evidence of more 
thorough work. There is manifestly a growing apprecia- 
tion of the benefit of good schools among the most intelli- 
gent portion of the citizens. They are becoming sensible 
of the importance of a uniformity in books, and systematic 
course of study. Some of our schools are progressing very 
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:satisf actorily. They havo been under the management and 
instruction of competent teachers, who have exerted them- 
dselves for the improvement of their pupils, have endeavored 
to teach the pupils to do right by appealing to his sense of 
Tight, and placing him upon his honor before his associates. 
We have found that this method is effective and productive 
►of the best of results. Particularly has this been the case 
with the larger pupils. 

attkndance. 

Our schools have continued the good work of improve- 
ment in attendance and punctuality, and notwithstanding the 
deep snow and severe weather of last winter, have made an 
advance, even, upon the record of the previous year. While 
nearly all of the schools are deserving of commendation for 
the gain that has been made in regularity and punctuality 
during the past year, some of them deserve special mention. 
Several of the schools passed through a whole term without 
one case of tardiness, and one through the whole year with 
only two cases of tardiness, some of the pupils walking two 
miles. This school was not in session during two days of 
severe storm. These results are gratifying and are credita- 
ble to our teachers. They are the results of well disciplined 
and attractive schools, aided by the hearty sympathy and 
co-operation of parents. I think many children are detained 
from school a part or all the time, either from the absence of 
interest in them, or from the inability of their parents to 
compel attendance, it matters but little which. If kept from 
school that they may be a source of gain, it is very bad 
economy, since the accumulation of one dollar in this man- 
ner necessitates the loss of a much larger sum in the future. 
Our laws demand that the parent shall give to his child the 
opportunity to obtain an education, either in the public 
schools or by private instruction. I consider the demand 
in this respect to be imperative, and while the parent has the 
right to choose between public and private instruction he 
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has no right to choose between ignorance and education. 
We have labored hard to increase the regularity and punctu- 
ality in attendance; and though the per cent, has been en- 
larged over that of previous years, yet the result has not 
been satisfactory. We shall not be relieved from the 
annoyance attending such irregularity till parents as well as 
pupils shall be educated to understand the necessity of 
promptness and uniformity in our school system. 

written examinations. 

We have introduced written examinations into many of 
our schools. These examinations make much additional 
labor for the teacher, but they nearly all seem willing to 
grapple with every duty, however laborious, if beneficial to 
th^ir schools. A written examination in the hands of a com- 
petent teacher Is one of the best means of awakening the 
faculties. It makes every one to a great extent an origina- 
tor. It stirs up the pupil to think and gather new material 
for himself. It increases the mental force — the develop- 
ment of all the powers of the mind. The youthful mind 
must be cultivated, refined, strengthened and elevated, that 
the current of life may flow through the wholesome regions 
of elevated thought, instead of wasting itself in a mechanical 
form. Whatever is fitted to secure this end should find a 
place in our schools. We conduct our examinations with reg- 
ularity, fairness and thoroughness, and have come to the 
conclusion that they are absolutely essential to the continued 
progress of a school. But the mental discipline involved in 
written examinations is not their only virtue. They give 
stimulus to effort, which could not be called forth by any 
other device. Pupils are made to see and feel the results of 
these written examinations. 

TEACHERS. 

We rely largely upon our Normal schools for a supply of 
teachers for our public schools, and school boards are begin- 
ning to consider this — are trying to furnish their schools 
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with trained teachers — with those who are not a reproach 
to the prof(5Ssion of teaching. One great hindrance to the 
success of the schools of our county is the too frequent 
change of teachers. A spirit of change seems to pervade 
the conununity^ and an old or permanent teacher is an anom- 
aly. Teachers too often take hold of the responsible work 
of instruction as a temporary make-shift. But they are 
not to blame more than their restless and fickle employers. 
A certain amount of time is necessarily spent by each 
teacher in which to learn the peculiarities of the position, 
the disposition of the pupils, before successful labor is per- 
formed. Skill results from continued effort in any depart- 
ment of labor. A faithful and eflScient teacher is a treasure 
whose loss, like health, can never be afforded. Everything 
depends on the teacher — he gives life, moulds and fashions 
as he pleases. When our school boards understand and ap- 
preciate this, we shall have better schools. St. Croix county 
is well supplied with teachers, and the only complaint is, 
that many of them are young and inexperienced. Occa- 
sionally we meet with a person who follows teaching as a 
profession, but the number of such is very limited. This 
fault will probably continue as long as teaching furnishes 
but a pittance, and not a comfortable living. We hope the 
time is not far off when we shall see a coros of able, earnest 
workers in this line; morally irreproachable, intellectually 
superior, and of good culture, who will make it a life busi- 
ness. It occurs to me that it would be an excellent idea to 
permit teachers to visit neighboring schools once or twice 
during each term, to learn the methods of other teachers. 
The time so spent should not be deducted from the teacher's 
wages. As a whole, the teachers have been earnest and de- 
voted, are ready and anxious to improve in their modes of ' 
instruction and government. They have shown a commend- 
able care in the prompt return of reports, also in the prepa- 
ration of their school register. Many of our teachers have 
received their training, more or less, in the River Falls nor- 
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mal school. I am happy to say that this institution is exer- 
cising a good influence here, in raising the standard of 
qualifications of those who aspire to the profession of teach- 
ing. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

During the past year I have held eleven examinations of 
three days each. The work has been both written and 
oral, and the papers written have been preserved for future 
reference. I have endeavored to raise the standard of quali- 
fications of teachers from time to time. We are fast reach- 
ing that point where it means something to hold a third 
grade certificate. As a result of this effort, the indolent and 
ineflBcient class of teachers are gradually drifting into other 
employment — while the earnest workers, seeing the neces- 
sity for higher attainments and more thorough culture are 
laboring diligently to meet the demand in this direction. The 
evidence of increased zeal and interest in their work is very 
gratifying, and it gives me pleasure to report a good degree 
of improvement during the year in both scholarship and 
method of teaching; 127 persons are now holding unexpired 
certificates; 4 first grade, 23 second fgrade, 100 third grade; 
59 applicants were refused certificates. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Eight new school houses have been built the past year, 
several have been repaired, reseated with patent seats, and 
are in most respects pleasant and comfortable. I issued a 
circular calling the attention of the clerks to the outbuild- 
ings connected with the school houses, their situation and 
condition. Forty-two responded immediately to my request. 
This shows to me that it is a want of thought on the part of 
school boards, more than a desire to save expense. But very 
few of our school houses are properly ventilated. In some 
rooms a hole overhead is considered a ventilation. In the 

estimation of three-fourths of our school boards, a school 
lO-S. s. 
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house is ventilated when the windows can be raised. Pure 
water is needed in connection with school houses. There 
should be a supply df wholesome water in every school 
room, especially in warm weather. If a spring is not within 
convenient distance, a well should be dug on the premises. 
School boards are inexcusable for allowing pupils to drink 
unhealthy water, as is now the case in many districts. Five 
wells have been dug the past year, all of them yielding pure 
water. I have made 211 visits this year — was unable to 
visit five schools during the winter term on account of the 
blockaded condition of the roads. These visits have enabled 
me to note the progress made, and to note such facts as 
shall assist me to render essential assistance to our teachers. 
I find that the most of the teachers are trying to arrange 
their schools according to the course of study prepared by 
the State Superintendent. Some are doing an excellent 
work in this direction, but it will require time and labor to 
succeed in grading our country schools. We are endeavor- 
ing to cultivate a taste for drawing and music, introducing 
them as a general exercise. I hope to report good results 
another year. 

A Teachers' Institute was held in March, conducted by 
President W. D. Parker, of the River Falls Normal School 
assisted by Professor C. H. Keyes, of River Falls. This in- 
stitute continued five days, and was attended by 112 teach- 
ers. The large enrollment and regular attendance of the 
teachers, are evidence that they are becoming thoroughly 
aroused to the importance of their work. Evening lectures 
were delivered by Rev. M. Benson and Rev. W. W. Rowley. 
Efficient work was done and the teachers in attendance 
went forth to their schools better prepared for the faithful 
discharge of their duties. Teachers' Associations have been 
held monthly and a growing interest is manifested by the 
teachers. The attendance is not as large as we would wish 
to see, but quite a number of faithful teachers are never 
absent. We have adopted a new constitution and are striv- 
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ing with renewed eaergy to make this part of our work 
necessary to all teachers who manifest a desire for progress 
in the work of teaching. We are endeavoring to bring 
about a uniformity in the books used. Seventy-two districts 
have adopted a list of text-books; 58 use only text books 
adopted; 36 districts purchase books; 14 loan them, and 21 
sell them ^o the pupils; 209 different persons were employed 
to teach during the year; 100 districts have black-boards; 
19 have reading charts; 44 have a map of Wisconsin; 65 a 
map of the United States, and a few are entirely destitute 
of maps of any kind; 43 have a globe; 93 have Webster's 
unabridged dictionary; 8 districts have libraries. 

In conclusion I will say that the year's work has been an 
improvement on the work of last year. We hope, and shall 
labor that the present year may exhibit a rapid growth in 
all that pertains to perfect schools. I desire to express my 
great indebtedness to teachers, members of school boards 
and friends of education, for whatever success has attended 
my efforts to promote the welfare of the schools of this 
county, and close with the hope that every effort made by 
all to advance the educational interests of our schools may 
result in happy fruition. 



SAUK COUNTY, 1884. 

J. T. LUNN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY. 

Children of school age, 4 to 20 years 9, 242 

Of these not enrolled at public schools 2, 675 

Children of compulsory school age, 7 to 15 4, 919 

Of which not enrolled at public schools 458 

Average days schooling per district 133 

Average days per pupil enrolled 76 

Number of teachers required to fill the schools 188 
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Number of persons now authorized to teach 208 

Total expense of schooling $56, 082 

Of which 227 female teachers received 28, 082 

And 48 male teachers received 9, 767 

SCHOOLING. 

High Schools at Reedsburg, Sauk City and Spring Green, 
respectively, have been directed by competent and skillful 
principals, to whom have resort 3d a large number of our 
lower teachers t® enlarge their education, and while so do- 
ing have also absorbed unconsciously many principles and 
practices that are of as much profit to their patrons as the 
scholarship for which alone they came to strive. Under a 
law of the last legislature these schools are doing far more 
than ever before to impart the theory and art of teaching 
to their student teachers, as a sort of a recompense to the 
rural districts which are taxed for the state aid to high 
schools . 

Graded schools are seven in number, of which about half 
receive proper local sympathy and support, and return there- 
for as profitable measures and methods as can be shown 
by the high schools, whos3 larger and more pretentious pat- 
ronage somewhat obscures the merits of their humbler 
co-workers. 

Country schools are one hundred and fifty in number, of 
which not more than one-third are run on business princi- 
ples; certain factors of which are that it is cheaper in the 
long run to pay fair wages to a skillful workman than to pay 
poor wages to a botch; and that a teacher needs implements 
to work with as much as one in any other calling. 

Wherever the public exercise due interest and foresight, 
they usually secure, by hook or crook, a good school, and 
vice versa, their not having such is prima facie evidence 
that a poor one suflBces them. Often do district officers 
plead the cause of some would-be low priced teacher, say- 
ing: " We have no advanced pupils, so any one will do to 
teach our school," and it is of no use to argue with them 
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that there may be an intimate relation of backward pupils 
to backward teachers. It is worthy of attention, that while 
at no season are there considerable numbers of attending 
pupils whose labor can be of much profit to parents, that 
the attendance per pupil enrolled is little more than half 
what it might be were the parents really anxious to utilize 
the schools fco the utmost for them. 

TEACHERS. 

Good teachers are paid too little and poor teachers too 
much for the welfare of the county — a premium is bestowed 
upon mediocrity and a discount demanded of merit. When 
I have interfered to prevent incompetent teachers from re- 
ceiving more wages than they could earn, I have usually 
been treated by both boards and patrons as meddling with 
what was none of my business. 

So long as the public continue blindly indiscriminate in 
the bestowal of wages, the standard remaining as now, the 
present ratio of certificates will be approximated of: 

No first grade to 110 limited certificates. 

Five second grade to 156 third grade. 

While these figures reflect adversely on the scholarship of 
our teachers, they with rare and temporary exceptions are 
of good moral habits, and possessed of sound sense, which 
tend them to exact civility and order of their pupils, who 
are thereby secured time and opportunity for study and 
work, even though in uneconomical directions. 

promotive. 

The normal institute at Eeedsburg of two weeks in Sep- 
tember, was patronized by 90 attendants, who should be 
somewhat more skillful for their presence there, as the exer- 
cises were made as practical and profitable as circum- 
stances permitted. 

The county and local associations met as usual, though 
they were not as well sustained as their advantages merit. 

Circulars to teachers haT e been sent, detailing defects in 
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our procedures and exhorting them to better practices, and 
more thorough scholarship. Specimen work was solicited, 
and furnished by about one-fourth of our schools, for the 
national exhibit at Madison, where our work compared 
favorably with any other of like grade; and was unique in one 
respect at least, it being the only county collection of work 
from Wisconsin. 

The course of study for country schools has been persist 
ently pushed, and all evasions or neglect of its provisions in- 
quired into; notwithstanding which, inexperienced or 
careless teachers shattered sadly the work of their more 
faithful predecessors. 

Visiting schools was prosecuted regardless of weather or of 
roads, as 255 visits to all the schools testify, and there is little 
doubt that much of whatever proficiency our schools possess 
is due to the acqaintance and criticism which these visits 
facilitate. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The close of an incumbency of eleven years may justify 
a few reflections and comments on the superintendency into 
which I ventured with considerable enthusiasm to push the 
educational interests of the county to the front rank, by 
adopting and practicing the most advanced methods adapted 
to our circumstances, and resolved not to flinch therefrom 
by adverse criticism. 

Ere long it was found a most uneven contest to pit one 
man against the inertia of thirty thousand people of the 
county and three hundred of the fraternity, most of whom 
cling so tenaciously to old-time habits and economy as 
to be invulnerable to educational appeals. 

Many yet regard the superintendent as a supernumerary 
whose oflBce they would willingly vote to abolish, so that a 
strong public sentiment is lacking to back up his measures 
for the common weal. 

So much was this felt, that year by year less value was 
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placed on appeals to the people^ and more on those to teach- 
ers over whom alone the superintendent has any coercive 
authority by which to secure co-operation to improve the 
schools. 

If thorough, the superintendent's acts often conflict with 
the pockets and pride of applicants and patrons, so that he 
becomes the most disliked of county oflBcials, which, with 
his traveling expenses, gives him a claim on you for higher 
compensation. 

Female teachers continue gradually to oust those of the 
other sex, rather by underbidding than by over-qualifying; 
and it is worth scrutinizing whether the decrease in male 
teachers is not accompanied by a corresponding decrease in 
the number of advanced, mature pupils, many of whom 
seem averse to youthful female teachers, few of whom are 
well enough posted on public business or questions to branch 
out into interesting discussions that attract older pupils. 

The changing ratio of sex seems also to cause our institutes 
and associations to become harder to carry, and less profit- 
able, because the debate and conflict which light up and im- 
press topics are more difficult to incite among ladies than 
gentlemen. 

But while there has been a loss of strength and breadth, 
there has been a gain of tact and tenderness, as ladies man- 
age to secure order, civility and industry of pupils to an 
equal degree with gentlemen, and usually by methods more 
in sympathy with childhood, so that pleasant schools are on 
the increase. 

As a whole I have witnessed far more improvement in the 
discipline and industry of schools than in their scholarship, 
as the public control the wage gauge which practically 
regulates the scholastic attainments demanded of teachers' 
whom the superintendent measures and labels rather than 
elects, and whose never ceasing inflow and outgo neutralize 
the best of schemes for their improvement. 

There is not one-fourth as many idle, impudent, whisper- 
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ing schools as there were ten years ago, as I have insisted 
that a teacher could keep a school straight whether he could 
teach it right or not. 

The country schools for which the superintendent most 
labors, do not gratif yingly respond to his zeal and efforts, nor 
is it probable that the near future will see them average 
much above their present status unless a marked change in 
public policy ensues. 

There is in the community a progressive minority, which 
is at once its leaven and its hope, and the chief factor in our 
educational advancement. To members thereof who have 
through so many long years cheered me by sympathy, 
guided me by counsel, and supported me by ballot, I return 
my most sincere thanks therefor, with the hope that it inay 
not all have been in vain. 



SHEBOYGAN COUNTY. 

A. F. WARDEN, SUPERINTENDENT. 

Compared with the work done, the interest manifested 
and the general educational status of the state at large, She- 
boygan county's educational affairs are fairly prosperous 
and reasonably satisfactory, far as they unquestionably are 
from what they should be. 

That the schools of Sheboygan county are not what they 
should be, favorably as they may and do compare with those 
of other counties of the state, will hardly be disputed by 
any one, and the fact is perhaps needlessly stated. That 
their condition and character is such as it is, is fairly attrib- 
utable to the lacking interest of the public in their general 
welfare, parsimony of maintenance, and the poor and inade- 
quate qualifications of the great mass of instructors. Gen- 
erally stated, the public has or takes little or no concern in 
the schools, the character or style of the school-buildings, 
the convenience and suitableness of the furnishings, the 
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pleasantness and salubrity of surroundings, and, most seri- 
ous of all, the character and amount of work done, and the 
educational results obtained for the money expended. And 
while all this and more is true of the public, it is exceptional 
and perhaps unreasonable to expect to find competent and 
conscientious teachers — teachers who can and do rise above 
the mere pecuniary benefits their occupation affords, and 
who are in some measure impressed with a realization of 
the sacredness and responsibilities of their calling. This 
criticism is not peculiar to Sheboygan county, but applies in 
a greater or less degree to the cause of education through- 
out our whole broad commonwealth. There is no disguising 
the fact that our schools are not what they should be, nor 
yet what we might reasonably expect for the money ex- 
pended, and different from what they might be, were our 
citizens to more directly and earnestly concern themselves 
in their behalf, thoroughly acquaint themselves with the 
school- work, and provide a more generous maintenance. 
These are shameful and grating confessions to have to make, 
but a regard for candor rather than an idle boast compels 
their utterance. 

The public elects the school-board, the school-board hires 
the teacher, and then both public and board leave the school 
to the teacher, who, not altogether unreasonably nor un- 
justly, views the importance and responsibilities of his work 
by the attention which it attracts from his employers and 
the measure of compensation which he receives. The com- 
pensation being meagre, the instruction is immeasurably 
more so, as might be expected, and the result is the condi- 
tion of school affairs which actually exists, a condition that 
cries aloud and unmistakably for reform 1 Good wages do 
not necessarily secure competent instructors, but there is 
nevertheless a compensating balance between the measure 
of service performed and the price which it commands in 
the market, which is as true in the field of pedagogics a& 
in the more physical and perhaps less skilled employments. 
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of the world at large. And it is hardly to be expected that 
the best and most intelligent element of society will seek 
employment in educational work, when less competency 
brings surer and better rewards in other pursuits. There 
must be an equivalency between the service and the remu- 
neration, and ^until there is, our schools must remain in in- 
ferior hands. A change will be attended with increased 
expense, but what more warrantable pretext for public ex- 
penditure? The reality of the above finds a too practical 
illustration in the fact that fully seventy-five per cent, of 
our schools are in the hands of females, and the average 
age of the public school instructor is twenty-two years. 
Females, the poorest paid sex, and those lacking maturity of 
years being entrusted with the instruction of the youth of 
our state, through the parsimony of school maintenance. 
We would not be understood as taking exception to female 
instruction, and we have only alluded to the sex as a class 
for the purpose of an illustration. 

Appreciating these facts which are unavoidably thrust 
upon the attention of a County Superintendent, we have at- 
tempted in part to remedy the evil in our own county by 
rigorous examinations, thus limiting the number of teachers, 
lessening the competition for employment, and thus, while 
securing the better element of teachers, also force remuner- 
ation to a point more nearly on a plane with the higher 
^rade of service thus secured, in the hope eventually of at- 
tracting and encouraging a better grade of talent to seek 
employment in the schools of the county with the certainty 
of appreciated labors and a recompense commensurate with 
the work performed. In this we have been reasonably suc- 
•cessf ul, though the progress has been slight. The average 
wages paid teachers in the county in the year 1881, as shown 
by the oflScial report of our worthy predecessor, Mr. B. R. 
Grogan, were, male, $37.70; female, $23.40. This has been 
increased during the two following years to $40.25 and $25.65, 
respectively, as shown by the report transmitted herewith. 
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The showing is slight, far less than we had hoped^ but is still 
gratifying, as being a step, perhaps, if not a stride> in the 
right direction. The work will be persisted in and the ex- 
aminations during the following year will be continued to 
be made severe tests of attainments, and we trust with 
more marked results in the increased compensation paid to 
teachers. 

We have repeatedly visited the schools of the county dur- 
ing the year, our aim being to see the work of every teacher 
every term of school, and despite bad weather and worse 
roads, at times, we have been enabled generally to accom- 
plish our purpose in this respect. The certain uncertainty of 
our calls has exercised a wholesome effect on a certain class 
of teachers, while the frequency of visits has enabled us to 
note the progress of classes and the attention paid to criti- 
cisms and suggestions. 

The annual Teachers' Institute, occurring the last two 
weeks in August, was held at Sheboygan Falls, and was 
conducted by Prof. L. D. Harvey, City Superintendent of 
Sheboygan, and Prof. W. J. Brier, Principal of the Plymou^^h 
High School, both capable and practical educators. The 
work was eminently practical and was concerned more with 
methods of instruction than with affording academic advan- 
tages, and was consequently of incalculable benefit to the 
greatfer number of those attending. In addition to this 
work an attempt was made to familiarize the teachers with 
the Course of Study prepared and issued by the state 
department of instruction. The apparent difficulties in the 
way of its adoption and practical workings were explained 
away, and the benefits thereby to be obtained were plainly 
shown and impressed upon the teachers. This work we 
have supplemented by circulars sine 3 issued, and we hope 
to report progress in the practical adoption of the Course of 
Study another year. There were one hundred enrolled, the 
daily attendance and the interest manifested by the. teachers 
in the work being for the most part all that could be; r 
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desired. However, the institute was not sufficiently at- 
tractive to generally call out the poorer element of teachers 
who find too ready pretexts for remaining away from the 
Institute.^ 

The connty has four excellent high schools that are ac- 
complishing a grand amount of excellent work and have 
attained a distinction such that the citizens of the county 
may well feel proud of them. The high schools of Sheboy- 
gan, under Prof. B. E. Grogan, Sheboygan Falls, under 
Prof. B. F. Anderson, Plymouth, under Prof. W. J. Brier^ 
and Glenbeulah, under A. W. Burton, are models of instruc- 
tion, wisely and generously maintained, with a few or no 
superiors in Wisconsin, and are doing an inestimable work 
for the young men and women of the county who are 
attracted in large numbers to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities which they afford for advanced and superior in- 
struction. 

The general details and summaries of our report suggest 
much in an educational way that indicates only too plainly 
a too lax public interest in the welfare of our common 
schools. The showing is provocative of serious comment 
and reflection; however, the statistics themselves are suffi- 
ciently real without explanation, and their perusal will sug- 
gest all that comment could offer. 



VERNON COUNTY— 1883. 

W. D. HAUGHTON, SUPERINTENDENT. 

Instead of the customary special paper in connection with 
my annual report of Vernon county schools, I send you at 
this time a comparative statement for 1882-3, which plainly 
shows the advance we have made during the past year. Our 
report last year showed an increase of school attendance 
and of outlay for school purposes over former years. This 
year's showing is largely in advance of 1882, and conse- 
quently of the years preceding it. 
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The change, and thus the lengthening of the school year, 
in part accounts for this increase. Yet the accompanying 
statement, very carefully taken from reliable sources, speaks 
well for the steadily increasing prosperity of Vernon county 
schools. Our corps of male teachers is becoming less each 
year, while that of female teachers steadily increases. We 
held two normal institutes, with a good attendance, and 
eighteen public examinations at eight different points 
during the past year. 

comparative statement for 1882 AND 1883. 





18S2. 


1883. 


Increase 


Whole No. of children from 4 to 20 in the county 
Whole No. of days school wajs tausrht 


8,955 

20, 228 

6,601 

364, 126 

9 


9,088 

24, 148 

6,790 

397, 154 

13 


83 

3,920 

189 

33, 028 

4 


Whole No. of pupils who attended school 

Whole No. of days of school attendance 

Nnmber of new school hon »es built .--.,,,.,... 






Cost of new school houses 


$4, 635 


$11,322 


$6. 687 




«pv, w • 


Amount T)aid for teachers* wasres 


$18, 922 


$25, S25 


$6, 403 









Number of schools, 160; licensed teachers, 183. 
Quite a number of new school houses are being built this 
year, also. 



WAUPACA COUNTY. 

O. E. WELLS, SUPERINTENDENT. 

The past year has not been without encouragement to 
those interested in the advancement of the educational in- 
terests of the county. Eight new school houses have been 
built during this time. Two of these are in districts newly 
organized, one was required by the burning of a building 
thatiiad been recently repaired at considerable expense, and 
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furnished with patent seats^ while the other five replace 
structures which the good taste and enlightened sentiment 
of the communities pronounced unsuitable for school pur- 
poses. Many others have been repaired so as to increase 
their comfort and convenience very materially, and some 
have been so renovated as to render them almost equivalent 
to new ones. Excepting in a few instances^ this has been 
accomplished without the necessity of official constraint, and 
whatever influence the circulars issued from this office rela- 
tive to the subject may have had in awakening this activity, 
all praise is due to the intelligent public spirit which de- 
mands better accommodations for the schools. 

An addition has also been made, at a cost of $1,069.45, to the 
school house at Clintonville for the use of the free high 
school organized and opened there at the beginning of the 
year. The city of New London has voted to organize a free 
high school and provide suitable buildings for its occupancy. 
The organization is already completed, the structure in pro- 
cess of erection, and present indications seem to warrant the 
expectation that it will be highly creditable to the city and 
an important factor in the educational facilities of the 
county. 

Accompanying the material prosperity of the schools 
comes the repeated, earnest and persistent demand for better 
teachers. Better not only in literary training, but in 
efficiency of management. "Send us a teacher who can 
control our school — one that you can stake your reputation 
upon " — is the request that most perplexes the superintend- 
ent and causes him to tremble for his reputation; and yet it 
augurs much of hope for the future, since it betokens on the 
part of district officers an active and intelligent interest in 
the welfare of the schools. 

The experiment has been made of sending a written report 
to the clerk, frankly stating the actual condition of the school 
as revealed during my visitation, and the success met with 
seems to justify its continuation. It is believed that the at- 
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tention of school officers thus directed to their duties has 
awakened their interest, enlisted their sympathy, and secured 
their co-operation in a greater degree than would have other- 
wise been the case. The circulars relative to the examination 
and licensing of teachers published by the state superin- 
tendent in the Journal of Education for November, 1882, 
and March, 1883, have been combined, printed and distrib- 
uted to school officers and teachers, exerting a most whole- 
some influence in regard to this responsible and delicate 
obligation of the superintendent. The enormous pressure 
heretofore brought to bear upon him to aid incompetents in 
avoiding the plain requirements of the law is relieved, and 
his time and energies can more profitably be devoted to 
other important interests. 

The course of study received a very large share of atten- 
tion during the year, although no constraint was put upon 
the teachers in regard to its adoption. Its thorough dis- 
tribution was carefully attended to; the use being made of it 
was one of the chief topics of consultation in my official 
visits, and all were admonished to be ready for its adoption 
in the immediate future. The newspapers throughout the 
county kindly offered me the use of their columns, and 
through their assistance much valuable infoimation, culled 
from every available source, was circulated. In this way 
the scope and purpose of the plan was made intelligible to 
the public, and specific directions for its operation were made 
available. A circular w^as issued from this office urging its 
claims upon teachers and district officers. An attempt was 
also made, preparatory to its introduction, to secure greater 
uniformity of text books, and a list of books from which to 
choose was recommended. By these means a healthy pub- 
lic sentiment was awakened. But sentiment without action 
never accomplished any one's salvation; and action being 
loth to manifest itself, recourse was had in the spring to the 
superintendent's last resort — the examination. The results 
can best be described by adopting the words of St. Paul: 
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^* What earnest care it wrought in them, yea, what clearing 
of themselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, 
what longing, yea, what zeal, yea, what avenging! " They 
have not, however, all "approved themselves to be pure in this 
matter," although many made the attempt and have done 
excellent work under the course. At the examination just 
held for the ensuing year all were pledged to its adoption, 
and a system of reports has been prepared which will insure 
thorough supervision of its working. The success of the 
undertaking will be watched with anxious care, but not 
with the expectation of immediate and complete victory. 

While fully persuaded that the teachers of this county do 
not rank below the average throughout the state either in 
capacity or intelligence, there is yet no subject connected 
with my official duties that causes so much anxious concern 
as the better qualification of our teachers. This, however, 
is not occasioned by a general unwillingness of the teachers 
to improve their attainments. There are no adequate means 
for improvement accessible to them. Oshkosh is very easily 
and quickly reached from any part of the county, but it 
does not follow that the requisite facilities for the training 
of teachers are furnished by the proximity of a normal 
school. Many have resorted to it for instruction, but the ex- 
pense incident to attendance and the rules governing their 
admission compel them to leave long before they obtain, 
that for which they most sought its aid* "At least one 
term in all the ^ Third Grade' branches" exhausts the time 
and means at the disposal of the applicants before they 
arrive at any fair proportion of the legitimate normal school 
work. School management, didactics, and kindred topics 
are at the end of a race which but few can run. * * * 

When we consider that the cost of these schools to the 
state is but a small fraction of the expenditure on the part 
of those who attend them, it will not appear surprising that 
no remarkable exodus of teachers to them has occurred. 
The frequent appeal of teachers to the superintendent for 
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advice as to the best school for them to attend does not fur- 
nish so ready a reply as the liberal appropriation of money 
in their behalf by the state would seem to warrant. 

The possibilities of assistance begin to appear from another 
quarter. Heretofore the high schools have not been organ- 
ized or conducted with any direct reference to their ultimate 
or even reflex influence upon the teachers of our common 
schools. And, however wefU they have met the local de- 
mands, they have offered no inducements to teachers except 
in the direction of literary culture. By a judicious adapta- 
tion of their courses of instruction to f ulflU the requirements 
of the new law they may do much to satisfy the urgent ap- 
peals for better instruction. 

It is not impossible that the vicious tendencies of many of 
our educational methods are responsible for some portion of 
the deficiencies of teachers. It is often said that there are 
fashions in education as well as in dress. If there is either 
sense or propriety in the statement we must have reached 
the day of high heels and Grecian bends, bustles and bangs, 
in our methods. The intellectual pabulum of the pupil 
must be masticated for his deglutition, as if to obviate the 
pains of cutting teeth. All obstacles must be removed from 
his path and no difficulties must be overcome. The hard 
problems are to be cut out of his arithmetic, his history re- 
duced to story telling, and "oral teaching" and "object 
lessons" sandwiched in to fritter away his time. An insane 
crusade has been carried on against oral spelling that has 
resulted in no spelling. A headlong plunge into the slough 
of "language lessons" has nearly swaftiped the thorough 
mastery of the English language. Pupils have been taught 
that there is now no such thing as the subjunctive mood, 
and the result is that not one in twenty can tell what the 
sentence " If I had a dollar I would give it to you " asserts, 
as to the possession of the dollar or the giving of it. From 

the clamor over the conjugation of verbs but few are able 
11— S. a 
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to tell why certain parts of verbs are called "principal parts " 
or how the passive voice is formed. The perception which 
discovers marvelous perfection in Greek verbs with their 
augmentation, reduplication, inflectional endings, voice, 
mode and tense signs, and compound forms, and yet sees 
only absurdity in the compound forms of an English verb, 
may be very acute, but it is too fastidiously critical to be 
profitable to the teacher. Senseless fear of a latinized gram- 
mar has substituted contemptible slop-work for the thorough 
investigation of the laws of expression. 

It is needless to multiply illustrations. The examination 
discloses the fact that the residuum of ordinary "oial in- 
struction" is, in the metaphor of Sophocles, thinner than the 
shadow of smoke. There is too much highly wrought 
theorizing over the distinction between education and in- 
struction. Unless the silk- worm instruo his laboratory by 
frequent repasts upon the leaves of the mulberry he cannot 
educo the beautiful thread for our much-prized fabrics. No 
more can the teacher educo the faculties of a child while 
neglecting to instruo his mind with material for its assimi- 
lation. The fact is, that from the time the pupil enters school 
until he graduates from the university a very large part of 
the teacher's obligation to him is the giving of instruction, 
and that education will be the most complete and useful in 
which educo is accomplished by means of instruo. He also 
will be the best educated who has learned to surmount diffi- 
culties for himself, and to obtain knowledge, both from the 
printed page and sustained, laborious and patient thought. 
Our schools need more of common sense and less of idle 
prattle about following in old ruts. A well beaten path is 
not necessarily a rut, nor more dangerous to tread than an 
aimless ramble over trackless fields. Nor can the modicum 
of knowledge that will suffice for the barest necessities of 
the citizen be the limit of the work attempted. by the com- 
mon schools until the mass of teachers is obtained from 
higher institutions of learning. 
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WAUSHARA COUNTY— 1883. 

J. H. TOBIN, superintendent. 

" Old Waushara " county is slowly but steadily advancing 
in educational matters. Teachers' wages are increasing 
and there is a good demand for teachers that can do the 
best work in the school room. A small number of district 
oflBcers in this as in other counties seem to think that the 
teacher with the lowest grade of certificate teaches just as 
well, and better, thanyone holding the highest, as they cite 
instances where some of the latter have failed; but as soon 
as they once change for one that is fully competent, and 
contrast his work with that of the poorer, they thereafter 
almost invariably try to procure the best. 

It is cause for regret that although there is evidently a 
large number of districts having a surplus in the treasury, 
there are yet so many school houses insufficiently supplied 
with, if not altogether destitute of, the charts, maps and 
other apparatus necessary for the school room. Some years 
ago, A. S. Rogers, Esq., of Colebrook, canvassed the county 
and sold Mitchell's Outline Maps to nearly every district; 
but these are now old or destroyed, and their need is sadly 
felt. Several districts are reported as not having a copy of 
Webster's Dictionary. 

Two sessions of the County Normal School were held; the 
first at Plainfield, the second at Poy Sippi. During these 
terms, which continued for five weeks each, all the second 
and third grade branches were pursued, and much improve- 
ment and interest was shown. The enrollment during the first 
teim was 60, with an average attendance of 52; during the 
second an enrollment of 62, with an average attendance 
of 59. 

The total number of applicants for teachers' certificates 
was 181. Of this number 130 received certificates, 12 of the 
second and 118 of the third. 
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Although this county had a surplus of teachers at the 
close of the fall examinations, there was a scarcity at the 
time of commencing the winter terms of schools. To sup- 
ply this deficiency, several supplementary examinations 
were held. Without being aware of a lack of teachers in 
every quarter of the state or the true cause of its existence, 
a small number doubtless thought these extra examinations 
arbitrary and unnecessary, as there are a few in this county, 
as you described in your annual report, who think that the 
superintendent's imperative duty is to license at least as 
many teachers as there are schools in the county and if there 
were twice as many, it would be better still. Some of these 
are honest in their opinions, quite economical and frugal in 
their general business and school affairs, but never think 
that all that can be required of the examiner is to fairly test 
the qualifications of candidates for certificates, and write 
the decision, based upon the evidence furnished by the appli- 
cants themselves, and that it is against reason and common 
sense, to issue a certificate to or dra^v an order for paying, a 
person who has merely pleased the children, perhaps, but 
has not even led them to taste of the first benefits accruing 
from a good teacher's work. 

It is not with vanity that I allude again to our county 
normal schools, and state that I firmly believe that if it were 
not for these, a large number of our teachers and students 
might be induced to attend the Oshkosh Normal school. We 
are all willing to acknowledge the great good we as teach- 
ers and students have received from these associations, and 
I presume that similar schools will be indefinitely continued. 
But calm reflection will convince all that their necessity is 
not as great since the permanent establishment of a state 
institution in such close proximity to Waushara county, and 
a larger representation should be present from this assembly 
district. 

All but six of the schools were visited twice during the 
year, the whole number of ofl&cial visits being one hundred 
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and eighty-nine. The schools were found in probably as 
good condition as those of other counties in this portion of 
the state, though there is great room for improvement. 

There seems to be an earnest spirit to strive and raise 
the value of those schools where nine-tenths of the 
children of the commonwealth receive the rudiments of 
education. How fondly the patriot and true statesman looks 
forward to these primary, and I may add fundamental, in- 
stitutions of learning. 



STATISTICAL TABLES. 



The following table is an exhibit of the apportionments of 
the school fund income made in June, 1883, and June, 1884, 
for the years ending June 30, 1882, and June 30, 1883. The 
rate for the former year was forty cents and for the latter 
year forty-two cents per child of school age. The amount 
received by the independent cities is included. 

Table No. I. 

APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME. 



Counties. 



Adams 

Ashland 

Barron 

Bayfield 

Brown 

Buffalo 

Burnett 

Calumet 

Chippewa 

Clark 

Columbia .... 

Crawford 

Dane 

Dodge 

Door 

Douglas 

Dunn 

Eau Claire . . . 

Florence 

Fond du Lac . 

Orant 

Green 

Green Lake . . 

Iowa 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Juneau 

Kenosha 

Kewaunee . . . 



1883. 



No. of 
children. 



2,494 

595 

2,778 

255 

13,618 

6,094 

747 

6,455 

4,907 

4,102 

10, 256 

6,016 

19, 503 

17, 390 

4,909 

394 

6,401 

7,060 



17, 359 
14, 297 
8,133 
5,165 
8,922 
4,715 
12,503 
5,974 
4,826 
6,926 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$997 80 
238 00 

1,111 20 
102 00 

5, 447 20 

2,437 60 
298 80 

2, 582 00 

1.962 80 
r, 640 80 
4, 102 40 
2, 406 40 
7,801 20 
6, 956 00 

1.963 60 
157 60 

2, 560 40 
2, 824 00 



6, 943 60 
5, 718 80 
3, 253 20 
2,066 00 
3, 568 80 
1,886 00 
5,001 20 
2,389 60 
1,930 40 
2, 770 40 



1884. 



No. of 
children. 



2,439 

794 

3,184 

98 

14, 037 
5,998 
917 
6,458 
6,010 
4,279 

10,318 
6, 058 

19,288 

17,079 

4,800 

487 

6,814 

7,892 

623 

17, 368 

13, 982 
8,327 
5,183 
8,556 
4,891 

12, 897 
6,033 
4,688 
7,396 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$1,024 38 

833 48 

1, 337 28 

41 16 

5, 895 54 

2,519 16 

385 14 
2, 712 36 
2, 524 20 
1,797 18 
4, 833 5ft 
2,544 36 
8,100 9ft 
7,173 18 
2,016 OO 

204 54 
2,861 8a 
3, 314 64 

261 6ft 
7, 294 5ft 
5, 872 44 
3,497 34 
2,176 8ft 
3,593 52 
2,054 22 
5,206 74 
2, 533 86 
1 , 968 96 
3, 106 23 
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TABLE NO. L -APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME— Con, 



Counties. 



La Crosse 

La Fayette . . 
Langlade . . . 

Lincoln 

Manitowoc .. 
Marathon . . . 
Marinette.... 
Marquette . . . 
Milwaukee .. 

Monroe 

Oconto 

Outagamie . . 

Ozaukee 

Pepin 

Pierce 

Polk 

Portage 

Price 

Racine 

Richland .... 

Rock 

St Croix.... 

Sauk 

Sawyer 

Shawano . . 
Sheboygan . 

Taylor 

Trempealeau 

Vernon 

Walworth . . 
Washburn . . . 
Washington . 
Waukesha. . . 
Waupaca. . . . 
Waushara. . 
Winnebago . 
Wood 



1883. 



No. of 
Children. 



Apportion- 
ment. 



9,181 

7,982 

428 

970 

15, 837 
7,875 
2,921 
3,578 

50, 750 
8,099 
3.981 

11,704 
6,460 
2,410 
6,606 
3,723 
6,648 
185 

12, 194 
6,974 

13, 297 
6,691 

10, 378 



3,717 

13, 750 

931 

6,192 
8,955 
8,242 



Total 



8,927 
9,919 
8,114 
4,810 
15, 502 
3,617 



493, 842 



$3, 672 40 

3, 192 80 

171 20 

388 00 

6, 334 80 

2, 950 00 

1,168 40 

1,431 20 

20, 300 00 

8,239 60 

1,592 40 

4,681 60 

2, 584 00 

964 00 

2, 642 40 

1,489 20 

2, 659 20 

74 00 

4,877 60 

2,789 60 

5,318 80 

2, 676 40 

4, 151 20 



1884. 



No. of 
Children. 



Apportion- 
ment. 



1,486 80 
5, 500 00 
372 40 
2,476 80 
8,582 00 
3, 296 80 



3, 570 80 
3,967 60 
2,245 60 
1,924 00 
6,200 80 
1,446 80 



$197, 536 80 



9,540 

7,628 

731 

1,095 

15, 759 
8, 335 
3,191 
3,742 

54, 586 
8,267 
4,191 

11, 988 
6,511 
2,353 
6,647 
3,894 
7,076 
406 

12, 601 
7,075 

13, 195 
6,981 

10,205 



4,230 

13, 694 

1,267 

6,479 

9,638 

8,332 

226 

8,926 

9,903 

8,179 

4.809 

15; 987 

4,012 



607, 473 



$4,006 80 
3,203 76 

307 02 

459 90 
6,618 78 
3,500 70 
1,340 22 
1,571 64 
22,926 12 
3,472 14 
1,760 22 
5, 034 96 
2, 734 62 

988 26 
2,791 74 
1,635 48 
2,971 92 

170 52 
5, 292 42 
2,971 50 
5,541 90 
2, 932 02 
4,286 10 



1,776 60 
5,751 48 
532 14 
2,721 18 
3,795 96 
3, 499 44 
94 92 
3, 748 92 
4, 159 26 
3,435 18 
2,019 78 
6, 714 54 
1,685 04 



$213, 138 66 
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Table No. XII.— 1883. 



TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 



Counties. 



Where Held. 



Adams 

Barron, 

Brown 

Buffalo 

Calumtfi 

Chippewa .... 

Clark 

Columbia 

Crawford ... 

Dane 

Dane— 2nd dis 
Dane— 3nd dis 

Dodge 

Door 

Dunn 

Eau Claire 

Eau Claire 

Fond du Lac . 

Grant 

Grant 

vjrreeu • • • • . • 
Green Lake . . 
Greea Lake . . 

Iowa 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Juneau 

Juneau 

Kenosha 

Kewaunee . . . 
La Crosse . . . 

Lincoln 

Manitowoc . . . 

Marathon 

Marinette . . . 
Milwaukee . . . 

Marquette 

Monroe 

Oconto 

Outagamie.. . 

Ozaukee 

Pepin 

Pierce 

Polk.. 

Portage 



Friendship 

Rice Lake 

West Depere 

Alma 

Cbihou 

Chippew/i Falls 

NeillsviJle 

Portage 

Seneca 

Madison 

Black Earth 

Oregon 

Juneau 

Sturgeon Bay 

Menomonie 

Eau Claire 

Augusta 

Fond du Lac 

Lancaster 

Patch Grove 

Monroe 

Markesan 

Berlin 

Dod eville 

Black River Falls.. 

Jefferson 

Wonewoc 

Lyndon 

Wilmoc 

Kewaunee 

Bangor 

Merrill 

Manitowoc 

Wausau 

Marinet e 

Wauwatosa 

Westfield 

Tomah 

Oconta 

Appleton 

Port Washington . . 

Durand 

Ellsworth 

Osceola Mills 

Amherst 



By Whom Conducted. 



A. J. Hutton 

J. B. Thayer 

L. W. Briggs, C. H. Leach. . 

J. B. Thayer 

W. C. Sawyer 

J. B. Thayer 

J. B. Thayer, Etta Carle 

L. W. Briggs, Etta Carle 

A. J. Hutton 

Robert Graham 

A. J. Hutton 

A. J. Hutton 

A. J. Hutton 

W. C. Sawyer, Etta Carle . . . 

J. T. Lunn«' J. G. Ingalls 

J. B. Tha\ er, Etta Carle . . . 

J. B. Thayer, Etta Carle 

A. J. Hutton 

Greo. Beck, Etta Carle 

Geo. Beck, Etta Carle 

N. C. Twining 

A. A. Spencer 

Robert Graham 

A. J. Hutton, J. Livingstone 

A. F. North 

J. Q. Emery 

Geo. Beck 

H. D. Maxson 

H. D. Maxson, W. J. Desm'nd 

W. C. Sawyer 

J. B. Thayer 

T. B. Pray, Miss C. H. Lilly. 

W. C. Sawyer 

L. W. Briggs 

E. Auerswald 

Lewis Funk, A. W. Smith . . 

H. D. Maxson 

T. B. Pray 

N. C. Twining, J. H. Gould . . 

W. C. Sawyer 

S. A. Hooper, L. Webb 

C. H. Keyes 

Wm. E. Barker 

J. R Thayer 

W. C. Sawj er 



When 
Held. 



Oct. 1 
Mar. 12 
Aug. 18 
Sep. » 
Aug. 6 
Aug. 20 
Sept. 17 
Apr. 2 
Sept. 17 
Nov. 1 
Mar. 26 
Mar. 19 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 4 
Sept. 8 
Mar. 26 
Oct. 1 
Apr. 2 
July 30 
Aug. 18 
Mar. 19 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 28 
Aug. 27 
Aug. 27 
Aug. 27 
Aug. 27 
Oct. 1 
Aug. 13 
Oct. 1 
Mar. 23 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 20 
Aug. 6 
Aug. 27 
Aug. 20 
Sept. 17 
Mdr. 19 
Aug. 18 
Mar. 26 
Aug. 21 
Apr. 2 
Aug. 27 
Sept. 10 
Mar. 12 
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Table No. XIL— TEACHERS' INSTITUTES — Continued. 



Counties. 



Racine 



Richland 

Rock, 1st aist. 
Rock, 2d dist. 

St. Croix 

Sauk 

Shawano 

Sheboygan . . 

Taylor 

•Trempealeau . 

Vernon 

Vernon 

Walworth 

Waukesha . . . 
Washington. . 
Waupica . . . . 

Waushara 

Winnebago . . 
Wood 



Where Held. 



Burlington 

Richland Center. . . 

Evansville 

Clinton 

Hudson 

Prairie du Sac 

Shawano 

Sheboygan Falls. . . 

Medford 

Trempealeau 

Ontario 

Viroqua 

Elkhorn 

Waukesba 

West Bend 

Waupaca 

Wautoma 

Oshkosh 

Centralia 



By Whom Conducted, 



E. R Smith, Etta Carle, 

W. J. Desmond 

A. J. Hutton, H. R. Smith. . 

T. B. Pray 

H. D. Maxon 

W.D.Parker 

A. J. Hutton 

A.F.North 

L. D. Harvey, W. J. Brier . . 

L. W. Briggs 

J. B. Thayer, I. M. Buell 

A. J. Hutton 

C. H. Nye, C. J. Smith 

H. D. Maxson 

H. D. Maxson 

I. N. Stewart, J. M. Turner. . 
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Table No. XII.— 1881. 
teaceers' institutes. 



Counties. 



Adams 

Barron 

Brown 

Buffalo 

Calumet 

Chippewa . . . . 

C'ark 

Columbia . . . . 
Crawford . . . . 
Dane. 1st dist. 
Da* e, 2d dist. 
Dane, 2d dist. 

Dodge 

Door 

Dunn 

Eau Claire . . . 
Fond du Lac . 

Grant 

Graut 

Green 

Green Lake . . 

Iowa 

Jaokson 

J ffers )n 

Juneau 

Juneau 

Kenos a 

Kewaunee . . . 

La Crosse 

La Fa\ette.. . 

Lincoln 

Manitowoc. . 

Martthon 

Marquette 

Milwaukee . . . 

Monroe 

Oconto 

Outagamie . . 

Ozaukee 

P pin 

Pierce 

Polk 

Po'tage 

Portage 

Racine 

Richland 

Rock, 1st dist. 
Rock, 2d dist. 

St. Croix 

Sauk 



Where Held. 



White Creek 

Chetek 

Depere 

Alma 

Chilton .... 
Bloomer . . . 
Greenwood. 

Rio 

Wauzeka .. 
S oughton . 

Oregon 

Black Earih 
Heaver Dam 
Sturgeon Bay 
Menomonie . 
Eau Claire . . 
Fond du Lac 
Boscobel . . 

Potosi 

Monroe . . . 
Princrton . 
Dodge ville 
Black R. Falls 
Ft. Atkins m 
New Lisbon 

Lyndon 

Kenosha 
Kewaunee . 
West Sal*»m 
Darlington . 

Merrill 

M -nitowoc. 

Wausau 

Montello . . . 
Wauwatosa 

Spart4 

Oconto 

Apple ton. .. 
Cedarburg . 
Durand .... 
Ellsworth . . 
Osceola Mills 

Plover 

Stevens Point 
Uni<»n Grove 
Richland Cent 
Evans ville 

Milton 

New Richmond 
Reedsburg .... 



By Whom Conducted. 



A. J. Hutton 

H. D. Maxson 

W. C. Sawyer, J. P. flaber 

W. E. Barker 

Ed. McLoughlin 

W. C. S^w^er 

J. B. Thayer 

A. J. Hutton, J. T. Lunn 

N. C. Twining, L M. Buell . . . 

A. J. HuttOQ 

A. J. Hutton 

A. J. Hutton 

J. Q. Emery. Etta Carle 

Ed. McLoughlin, A Burch 

J. B. Tha^ er, Eita Carle 

J. B. Thayer 

L. W. Briggs 

A. J. Hutton, E ta Carle 

C. H. Nve, Etta Carle 

N.C. Twining 

W. C. Sawyer 

A. J. Hutton, J. W. Livingston . 
A. F. North, Miss M. Conklin. . 

J. Q. Emery 

W. J. Brier, J. H. Gould 

A. J. Hutton 

T. B. Prav, A. W. Smith 

W.C.Sawyer *. . . 

J. B. Thayer 

A. J. Hutt jn 

L. W. Brigofs, W. J. Brier 

J. B. Thayer 

W. C. Sawyer 

H. D. Maxson, D. W. McNamara 

T. B. Pray. A. W. Smith 

H. D. Maxson 

C. A. Burle w, W. J. Desmond . . 

W.C. Sawyer 

S. A. Hooper, Chas. Lau. 

J. B. T' ayer, M. McMahon 

W. C. Sawyer 

J. B. Thayer ' 

W. C. Sawyer 

A. R. Spra^ue, J. O. Morrison . . 
H. D. Maxson, Mattie Mizelle. . 

A. J. Hutton, H. R Smith 

T. B. Pray 

H. D. Maxson 

J. B. Thayer 

A. J. Hutton 









When 


Held. 


Oct 


18. 


Mar. 


17. 


^ug. 


11. 


Sei't. 


1. 


Sept. 


1. 


Sept. 


8. 


Aug. 


4. 


Sept. 


15. 


Aug. 


25. 


Mar. 


24. 


Mar. 


17, 


Mar. 


31. 


Aug. 


25. 


Aug. 


18. 


Sept. 


1. 


Aug. 


18. 


Apr. 


7. 


Aug. 


4. 


Aug. 


18. 


Mar. 


24. 


Sept. 


16. 


Aug. 


18. 


Sept, 


1, 


Mar. 


34. 


Aug, 


26, 


Sept, 


89, 


Aug, 


11. 


Sept, 


?^. 


Mar. 


24. 


Apr. 


7. 


Aug. 


11. 


Aug. 


25. 


Aug. 


4. 


Sept. 


8. 


Aug. 


25. 


Mar. 


31. 


Aug. 


11. 


Mar. 


31. 


Aug 


18. 


Aug. 


11. 


Aug. 


25. 


Sept. 


15. 


Mar. 


24. 


Aug. 


25. 


Aug. 


IM. 


Aug. 


18. 


Apr. 


7. 


Sept. 


1. 


Mar. 


17. 


Sept. 


1. 
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES — Continued. 



Counties. 


Where Held. 


By Whom Conducted. 


When 
Held. 


Shawano 

Sheboygan . . . 

Taylor. 

Trempealeau . 
Vernon 


Shawano 

Plymouth 

Me'lford 

Whitehdll 

Ontario 

Viroqua 

Elk' orn 

Hartford 

New Londoa . . 
Aurora ville. . . . 

Wautona 

Oshkosh 

Central ia 


A. F. North, Miss M. Conklin. . . 
L. D. Harvey, W. J. Brier 

B. R. Grogan 

W. E. Barker, D. Schuler 

A. J. Hutton 


Sept 15. 
Sept 1. 
Sept 23. 
Aug. 18. 
Ma*-. 10. 


Vernon 

Wrtlworth. . . . 


C. J. Smith, Geo. E. Cabanis. . . 
H. D. Maxson 


Aug. 18 
Au&r. 11. 


Washington. . 
Waupaca 


L N. Stewart, J. M. Turner 

L. W. Brisirs 


Aug. 18. 
Aug. 18. 
Apr. 14. 
Sept. 15. 


W^aushara. . . . 


W. C Sawver 


Waushara. . . . 


B. R. Groffan 


Winnebago . . 
-Wood 


L. W. Briofors 


Aug. 4. 
Apr. 7. 


J. B. Thayer 
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Distribution of Dictionaries. 



Table No. XXX. 

DISTRIBUTION OF DICTIONARIES. 

Statement showing the counties, towns and districts which have been sup- 
plied with dictionaries from December 12, 1882, to September 30, 1884 



Counties. 



Ashland 
Barron . . 



Bayfield . 
Buffalo... 

Burnett. . 
Calumet . 
Chippew a 



Clark 



Columbia 
Crawford 

Dane 



Dodge 
Door.. 



Douglas. 
Duon . . , 



Towns. 



Butternut 

Barron 

Clinton , 

Cumberland village 

Cumberland 

Dallas 

Stanfold 

Stanley 

Turtle 1-Ake 

Vance Creek 

Drummond 

Alma village 

Mondovi 

Montana 

Bashaw 

New Holstein 

Bloomer 

fklson , 

Sigel , 

Wheaton 

Beaver and Unity 

Grant 

Mayville 

Pine Valley • 

Thorp 

Weston 

Portage, c'ty 

Bridgeport 

Freeman 

Utt'ca and Seneca 

Blue Mounds . 

Madison, city 

Medina 

Pleasant Springs 

Vermont . . . . 

Elba 

Bailey's Harbor and Gibraltar. 

Egg Harbor 

Jacksonpoit 

Liberty Grove 

Superior 

Colfax 

Lucas 

Menomonie, city 

Otter Creek 



Q 



8 






8,4,5 
3 
4 
2 
6 

1,4,6 

6,8 

3 

3,4,5 
2,3 
1 
• 1 
2 
5 
2 
5 

18,15 
9 

13,14 
8 
2 
4 
6 
8 
2,3 
8 



1 

10 
15 

5 



3,4 
1 
7 
6 
1 
4 
8 

2,6 
1 
2 
6 



OQ 

o S 
o 



2,3 



3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
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Table No. XXX.— DISTRIBCrnO^ OF DICTIONARIES -Continued. 



Counties. 



Dunn 



Eau Claire. . . 

Florence 

Fond duLac. 
Grant ^ 

Green 

Iowa 

Jackson 

Jefferson 



Juneau, 



Kewaunee. . . . 



La Crosse 

La Fayette . . . 
Langlade 



Lincoln 



Manitowoc . . 
Marathon . . . 



Towns. 



Peru 

Sand Creek, Sheridan, etc 

Stanton 

Tainter 

Bridge Creek » 

Florence 

Metomen 

Lancaster 

Liberty 

Albany 

Brooklyn 

Monroe, city 

Clyde and PulaskL 

Dodge viile, village 

Eden 

Linden 

Albion 

Mitiston 

Cold Spring 

Jefferson and Oakland. . . 

Lake Mills 

Oakland and Lake M lis. . 

Sullivan 

Germantown 

Plymoutti and Wonewoc. 

Carlton 

Montpelier 

Red River 

La Crosse, city 

Wayne 

Andgo 

Antigo 

Carpent'»r 

Polar 

R)lliDg 

Ackley 

Merrill 

Rock Falls 

Two Rivers 

Day. 



OD 

a g 




2 



Easton 

Hull 

Holeton 

Johason 

Mosinee 

Spencer 

Wausau 

WauHau, city. 



8 



8 
1 
8 
4 
7 
1 
4 
2 
2 
7 
18 
1 
2 
1 
9 
1 
6 

3,4 
1 
8 
9 
13 
2 
4 
6 
2 
3 
6 
8 
9 
1 
5 
1 

6,8 
6 
7,8,9,10,11 
1 
1 
4 
8 
4 
6 
6 
6 
7, 10, 11 
1 
4 
1 



2 
1 
5 
2 
2 



23 -s. a 
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Table No. XXX. - DISTRIBUTION OF DICTIONARIES — Continued. 



1 

Counties. 


Towns. 


Depart- 
ments- 


No. of dis- 
trict. 


No. of 
copies. 


Marinette .... 


Marinette 


1 
15 
2 
1 
1 
8 

1,4 
1 
2 

3,4 
7 
4 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
1 
2,3,4,5 
2,3,4 

3.4 
7 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
3 
6 
7 
4 
1 
9 
7 
11 

1,2 

8 

3 

1,2,3,4 

5,6,8 

1,2,3 

2,« 

2 

4 

9 

I 17 


8 




Peshtiero 






Marquette. ... 


Harris • ... 






Westfield. Harris, etc. 




Milwaukee . . . 


Liake — Bav View villasre 








Wauwatosa 






Monroe 


Lincoln 








WiJton, WelliDfifton, etc 






Oconto 


Howe 






Outagamie . . . 


ADDleton, citv 


3 




Black Creek 






Buchanan 






Ozaukee 


CedarbursT 






Pepin 

Pierce 


"Waterville 






El Paso and Rock Elm 








Isabelle 








Maiden Rock 






Polk 


Loraine 


.... 






Pterliner 






Portage 

Price 


Stevens Point, citv 


3 




Brannan 






Oerema 








Worcester 






Richland.. ..'. 


Bloo^TTi ,........,,,,-,,-.» ^ ,.,,, ^ » ^ ^ , 








Henrietta 








Ithaca. Richland, etc 






. 


Richland Center, villafire 






Ro-k 


Avon 








Janesville and Center 






St. Croix .... 


Bald win 






» 


Cadv 








Richmond and Star Prairie 








St. Joseoh 








SDrincrfield 






Sauk 


Delton 








Freedom 








Trov 






Sawyer 

Shawano 


Havward 






Birnanawood 








Fairbanks 








Hutchins 








Hutchins 




8 




Morris ..«...,. 




8 




Rich wood 




2 




Seneca 




1 




Washin&rton 




1 


Sheboygan . . 


Holland 




1 


Lyndon and Plymouth 




1 
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Table No. XXX. -DISTRIBUTION OF DICTIONARIES -Continued. 



Counties. 



Sheboygan . . . 
Taylor . » 

Trempealeau . 

Vernon 

Walworth.. .. 



Washington. . 
Waukesha . . . 
Waupaca 



Waushara . . . 
Winnebago.. . 



Wood 



Total 



Towns. 



Plymouth 

Plymouth, city 

Sheboygan Falls and Lima. 

Chelsea 

Deer Creek 

Little Black 

Medf ord . 

Chimney Rock 

Hal**, Burnside, etc. , 

Christiana. , 

COOQ , 

Bioimfleld 

East Troy , 

La Grange 

Spring Prairie , . . 

Hartford, city 

Ottawa and Eagle 

Bear Creek 

Dupont 

Clinton ville. village 

lola 

Matteson 

New London, city 

Poysippi and Aurora 

Oshkosh, city 

Vinland and Oakland 

Auburndale , 

Marshfield 

MiJladore 

Seneca.. , 






2 



.a 

o 



4a 

O 

•iH 



8 
8 
12 
4,5,6 
1 
4,8 
3 
7 
1 
7 
6 
5 
6 
8 
2 
4 
7 
5 
3 
1 
7 
4 



3 
4 
1 
4 
3 






263 



i 
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Table No. XXXI. 



DICTIONARIES SOLD. 



Statement showing the districts to which dictionaries have been sold from 

December 12, 1882, to September 30, 1884. 



Counties. 


Towns. 


; Depart- 
ments. 


No. of 
district. 


No. of 
copies. 


Adams - 


Leola 


2 
o 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

21 

3 

2,3,4 

4 

3,5 

1 

7 

2* 

3 

1 

3,4 

2 






New Haven 






Barron 


Barron and Stanf old 






Brown 


Howard 








Humbold 








New Denmark 








Suamioo » 






Buffalo 


Modeaa 




1 




Naoles , 








Nelson 






Calumet 


Brillion 








Brothertown 

Harrison 








New Holsteio 








Rantoul 






Chippewa .... 


Anson 






ChioDe wa Falls, city 


7 






Fremont 






Loval 








Lvnn 






Columbi a . . . . 


A rlinffton 








Caledonia 








Columbus, citv 


6 






Courtland. Randoloh. etc 


2 
3 
1 

12 
6 
3 

11 
6 
3 

11 
2 

11 
5 
2 
5 
1.2,4 
2,3 
2 
5 






Fort Winnebaero 








Lodi 








Marcellon. Scu^t. etc 








NdWDort 








Randoloh 








Randolph and Fox Lake 

Scott 

W vocena and Marcellon 






Crawford .... 


Eastman 








Freeman 








Hanev aud Scotc 








Seneca 






Dane » . . 


Albion ■. 








BloomiixfiT Grove 








Bristol '. 




H 




Burke 




2 




Burke and Windsor 








Christiana 


• . • • 
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Table No. XXXI.— DICTIONARIES SOLD— Continued. 



Counties. 



Dane, 



Dodge. 



Door. 
Dunn 



Eau Claire . . . 

Florence 

Fond du Xiao . 



Grant 



Green. 



Towns. 



Cross Plains. 

Dane 

Dunn 

Fitchburg 

Fitchburg and Dunn 

Madison, city 

Oregon 

Primrose 

Rutland 

Springfield 

Springfield, Dane, etc 

Vermont 

Verona 

Westport 

York and Medina 

Ashippun 

Beaver Dam 

Burnett and Oak Grove. 

Calamus 

Hubba> d 

Lowell 

Lowell and Clyman 

Rubicon 

Shields 

Theresa and Lomira 

Clay Banks 

Sturgeon Bay 

Colfax and Tainter 

Rock Creek 

Sherman 

Spring Brook 

Stanton , 

Tiffa'-y 

Eau Claire, city 

Florence 

Byron . 

Fond du Lac 

Fond du Lac, city 

Lamertine 

Metomen 

Waupun and Oakfield , 

Bioomington, Beetown 

Lancaster and Little Grant. 

Mt. Ida and Fennimore 

Potosi . , 

Watterstown 

Brodhead 

Brooklyn 



4^ (X) 

^ a 



o 

O J3 

. OQ 



6 



8 
8 
1 

10 
5 



8 

2,3 

8,4 

2,5 

9 

6 

4,5 

6 

8 

4 

6 

1 

5 

8,8 

4,18 

•4 
1 

11 

8 
4 
2 
4 
8 
4 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
9 
5 



12 

6 

7 and 8 

2 

15 
4 
4 
8 

is 



00 

|8 



2 
1 
2 
2 
2 



i 
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Table No. XXXI. -DICTIONARIES SOLD -Continued. 



COUNTTKfl. 


Towns. 


Depart- 
ments. 


No. of 
district. 


No. of 
copies. 


Green 


Cadiz 


2, 8 
5 

1, 2 
8 
3 


2 




Clarno 




1 




SDrine: Grove 




2 




York and New Glarus 






Ore&n Lake . . 


Br-rlin 








Berlin, city 


8 






Berlin and Neneuskun 


8 

1, 5 
7 
2 
8 

4, 8 
7 
5 
2 
1, 14 
2 
4 
7 
1 
8 
4 
2 
3 
1 
5 
4 
3 
13 
1 

3, 5 
1 
8 
6 
4 
1 
7 
2 
6 
6 
9 
6 
8 
8 

1, 3 

10 

2 

8, 5 
7 






Brooklyn 








Green Lake 








Princeton and St. Marie 






Iowa 


Dodeeville 








Linden 








Mineral Point 






Jefferson 


Concord 








Hebron 








Oakland 








Palmyra 








Sullivan 








Suliivan and Palmyra 








Waterloo, village 

Watertown and fililf ord 




1 


Juneau 


Lemon weir 








Lindina 








Lyndon 








Mauston, Lindina, etc 








New Lisbon, villasre 








Plymouth aad Glendale 






Kenosha 


Brighton 








Bristol 








Paris 






Kewaunee . . . 


Ahnanee 








Ahnapee, city 


3 






Car ton 






Franklin 








Montpelier 






La Crosse .... 


Kewaunee, city 

Barre 








Greenfield 








Hamilton 






La Fayette . . . 


Gratiot 






Monticello. Shullsburf. etc 








ShuUsbiirer. 








Wavne 








Willow Sprinfirs .... 






Manitowoc . . 


Kossuth 








Manitowoc Rapids 








Maple Grove 








Meeme 




2 




Newton 




1 
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Table XXXI.— DICTION IRIES SOLD— Contiiiued. 



Counties. 


Towns. 


Depart- 
; ments. 


No. of dis- 
trict. 


No. of 
copies. 


Marquette 


Montello. Shields, etc 


4 
2 
3 

3,6 
2 
1 

14 
6 

1,4 
1 
1 

1,4 
4 

2,3 
6 
8 
4 
6 
1 
3 

1,5 
3 
5 
1 
3 
4 
3 
1 
11 
3 

1,3 
6 
3 
4 
5 
2 
1 
5 

2,3 
2 
1 
1 
2,14 
1 
2 
11 
1 
2 




Mound ville 








Westfield 






Mnnro6 .,-,-- 


Adrian 








Clifton 








Glendale 








Lincoln 








Little Fal's 








Ridereville 








Wilton. Wellinerton. etc 






Oconto 


Little River and Ocon to 








Pensaukee 








Stiles * 






Outagamie . . . 


Aooleton. citv 






Center 








Ellinfirton 








Grand Chute 








Greenfield 








Hor^onia 








Manle Creek 




^ 


Ozaukee 


Cedarbur&r 






Pepin 


Durand 




H 

^ 


Tiinia .... i ...... . , .... r .......... . 






Pierce 


Gilman. Sorincr Lake, etc 








Maiden Rock 








Maiden Ruck. Union, etc 








Oak Grove 








Prescott. citv 








Rock Elm 




♦ ■*■ 




River Falls and Martel 








Salem 








Trimbell 








U nion 






Portage 


Almond 






Amherst 








Eau Plaine 








Stevens Poiut. citv 






Bacine 


Burlinfifton 








Djver 






Richland 


Ithaca 








Richland 






Rock 


Avon and Snrin&r Vallev 








Bradford 








Center 








Clinton 








Johnstown 








ISoshkononcr. Whitewater, etc 








La Prairie 







V 
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Table No. XXXL DICTIONARIES SOLD. Continued. 




Counties. 


Towns. 


Depart- 
ments. 


1 

1 
No. of dis- 
trict. 

1 


No. of 
copies. 1 


Rock 


Newark 


4 
2 
5 

5 

-♦ 
J. 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 

2 

4 






Porter and Center 








Sprine: Valley 








Turtle , 








Turtle, Clinton, etc 






St Croix 


Erin 








Hudson 






Kinnickinnic 








Pleasant Valley 








Richmond, Star Prairie, etc 






Rush River 








Snringfield and Cady 








Stanton 








Warren 






Sauk 


Baraboo, citv 


2 


2 




Baraboo and Sumpter 


3 

4 
4 
1 
3 
2 
8 
4 
5 
2 
3 
2 
« 

2 
2 
5,10 
8 
7 
1 
3 

2,9 

4 

1 

4 

10 

5, 14, 15 

10 

1,9 

3 

4,10 

1 

3 






Franklin 








Honey Creek 








Ironton 








Ironton and La Valle 








Spring Green 








Wfcstfield 








Winfield 






SheboYfi:an . . . 


Herman 








Sheboygan Falls 






Taylor 


Medford 






Trempealeau . 


Calt donia and Gale 








Gale 






Vernon 


Kickapoo 








Sterling and Freeman 








Viroqua 






Walworth. . . . 


Bloomfield and Randall 








Darien 








Geneva 








Gen- va and La Fayette 








La Fayette 








La Grange, Troy, etc 








Lima and Koshkonong 








Lyons 








Lyons and Bloomfield 








Sharon 




3 




Sharon and Darien 




2 


' 


Spring Prairie 




2 


Washington . . 


Hartford 




1 




Hartford, city 




8 




Trenton 




1 




Trenton, Saukville, etc 


• • • • 


1 
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Table No. XXXL— DICTIONARIES SOLD -Continued. 



Counties. 


Towns. 


Depart- 
menrs. 


No. of dis- 
trict. 


No. cf 
copies. 


Waukesha . . . 


Brookfield 


1 
9 
l&ll 
1 
1,6 
1,3 
(> 
3 
5 
3 
4 
1 
2 
2 
5 
5 
5 






Eagle 








Genesee and Mukwanasro 








Menomonee 








Waukesha 






Waupaca 


Bear Creek. 




2 


Dayton 








Fremont 








lola 








Lebanon 








Lit'le Wolf 








Muk wa 








Scandinavia 








Wevauweffa 






Waushara 


Aurora 






Winnebago.. . 


Clayton 






Omro 








Oshkosh, city 


6 


6 




Neenah 


5 
2 
5 
8 

1 






Nepeuskun 








Utica, Omro, etc 








Winchester and Clavton 






Wood 


Rock and Lincoln 














Totals 




342 













k 
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Table No. XXXII. 

TEACHBaS' STATE CERriFICATES ISSUED FROM DECEMBER 

10, 1882, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1884. 



Obtained by State Examination, 



Names. 


Kind of cer- 
tificate. 


Year 
Issued. 


Present 

podt-office 

address. 


James Burke 


Five years 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 

Five years 

Five years 

Unlimited 

Five years 

Five years 

Five years 

Five years 

Unlimited 

Five years 

Five years 

Five years 

Five years 

Five years 

Unlimited 

Unlimited 


1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1888 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 


Cato. 


Thomas Burke 


Wayside. 
New London 


Francis Clear? 


C. W. Du Mont 


Edgerton. 
Madison. 


Michael Harrin&:ton 


P. H. Hewitt 


Manitowoc. 


J. B. Lo^e 


Richland Center. 


John Moeller 


A [an it woe. 


JohnO'Hara 

Conrad E. Patzer 


Kewaunee. 
Manitowoc. 


Harriet A. M. Read 


Madison. 


J. L. Sherron 


Albany. 
Manitowoc. 
Richland Center. 


John F. Sims 

H. R Smith 


Henrietta Solberc: 


Manitowoc. 


H. L. Terrv 


Lake Mills. 


H.C. Walsh : 


Two Rivers. 


A. R. Wittman 


Manitowoc. 
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Diplomas of Oradttates of Wiaeonain University, Countersigned by tht 

State Superintendent. 





Graduated in 


In what 
year. 


Date of counter- 


Present post- 


Names. 


what course. 


signmg. 


office address. 


Edward Brady 


Scientific 


1881 


Aug. 18, 1883 


Madison. 


Mra I. W. Buchans 


Scientific 


1878 


July 19, 1883 


Superior. 


Chas. W. Cabeen . . . 


Scientific 


1882 


July 12, 1884 


Baraboo. 


Julia K. Clark .... 


Scientific 


1«81 


Aug. 25, 1883 


Madison. 


E. J. Collins 


Scientific 


1882 


Aug. 22, 1884 


Verona. 


S. W. Dalberg 


Mod. Classical. 


1881 


May 31, 1883 


Wausau. 


G. H. Goodail 


Mod. Classical. 


1881 


May 31, 1883 


Necedah. 


EvaC. Goodail 


Gen. Science. . . 


1881 


AprU 11, 1884 


Augusta. 


Annie L Home. . . . 


Scientific 


1880 


July 16, 1884 


Milwaukee. 


Jessie M. Meyer . . . 


Scientific 


1879 


March 2, 1883 


Lancaster. 


Albert D. Prideaux 


Scientific 


1879 


Sept. 3, 1883 


Mineral Point 


Webster M. Pond. . 


An. Classical . . 


1881 


May 31, 1883 


Madison. 


M. B. Remington . . 


Mori. Classical. 


1881 


July 18, 1884 


Baraboo. 


M. E. Remington . . 


Mod. Classical. 


1881 


June 27, 1883 


Baraboo. 


Alvin F. Rote 


An. Classical . . 


1882 


April 11, 1884 


Neenah. 


Dominic Schuler . . 


Scientific 


1882 


Sept. 26, 1884 
July 16, 1884 


Pepin. 


James Sheridan . . . 


Scientific 


1882 


Waterloo. 


James S. Thomas. . 


Scientific 


1882 


June 18, 1884 


Reedsburg. 


Calvin C. Todd. . . . 


Scientific 


1882 


June 12, 1884 


Madison. 



Diplomas of Graduates of Denominational Colleges^ Countersigned by the 

State Superintendent 



Names. 


Graduated at 
what institution. 


In what 
courc^e. 


In what 
year. 


Date of coun- 
tersigning. 


Louisa P. Adams . . . 
Minnie M. Clark 


Ripon College. . 
Tiaw. University 
La^. University 
Law. University 
Beloit CoUesre. . 


Scientific. . 


1882 
1881 
1881 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1877 
1881 
1881 
1880 
1881 
1881 


May 10, 1884. 
Dec. 7, 1883. 


Francis W. Cooley. . 

Helen R Enos 

Edward 0. Fisk 




Nov. 15, 1883. 


Classical 


Feb. 14,1883. 
June 9, 1883. 


W. J. Hoskin^ 

O. W. Jack 


Law. Univerdity 
Beloit College. . 
Law. University 
Ripon Collew:e. . 
Law. University 
Milt )n College. . 
Ripon College. . 


Scientific. . . . 

Classical 

Scientific. . . . 
Scientific. . . . 

Scientific. . . 
Scientific... 


Apr. 3, 1884. 
Aug. 28, 1884. 
May 15, 1883. 
May 1, 1883. 
Nov. 15, 1883. 
July 31, 1884. 
Mar. 19, 188a 


Clara L Kennish . . 
Lovila M. Mosher. . . 
Carrie E. Shipman. . 

M. G. atillnaan 

Albert J. Whiting. . 
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Table No. XXXII.— TEACHERS' STATE CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
FROM DEC. 10, 1882, TO SEPT. 30, 1881— Continued. 

Certificates cuM diplomas of gradiiates of the State Normal Schools coun- 
tersigned by the State Superintendent. 



Names. 



Eiith I Avery 

Clara M. Adams. . . . 
Amelia E. Banning. . 

Fanny M. Beck 

Edith A. Bennett. . . 

Nellie E. Bentley 

Frank T. Bentley 

Mary M. Bevana 

Carrie E. Blakeslee. . 
Cornelia Boorman . . . 

Henry J. Bowell 

Kate Buckley 

Geo. E. Cabanis 

Mary Campbell 

Rose (Hotchkiss) Carr 

Hattie Cleland 

Emma M. Clinton . . . 

Martha A. Cook 

Anne L. Cook 

Sarah Cornwall 

Lillie Culver 

Melvin L. Dame 

Mary Davis 

Ella M. Day 

Alfred P. De Laney . . 
Albert N. Fairchild . . 
Ada E. Farnsworth. . 

Edgar E. Fowler 

Charles M. Fox 

Alfred J. Frazier 

Mary J. Gillespie . . . . 
Jennie M. Goodrich. . 

Frances Gregor 

Carrie S. Hnnson, . . . 
Everett G. Haylett. . . 
Anna A. Hell berg: • • • 

Dewey HJcks 

S. H. Hilliard 

Mary Holcombe 

Alice J. Holcombe. . . 
Mary C. Holcombe. . . 
Edith Holcombe 



Graduated at 
what school. 



River Falls . . 
River Falls. .. 

Oshkosh 

Platteville 

Platte ville.... 

Platteville 

Pla'teville 

Platteville.... 
River Falls. . . 
Whitewater . . 
Whitewater . . 
Whitewater . . 
Platteville.... 
Whitewater . . 
Whitewater . . 
Whitewater . . 
Whitewater . . 
Platteville . . . . 
Whitewater . . 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater . . 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater .. 
River Falls. . . 
Whitewater . . 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater . . 
Whitewater . . 
Platteville. .. 

Platteville 

Whitewater .. 
River Falls. . . 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater . . 
Platteville.... 
Whitewater . . 
Whitewater .. 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh . . . . 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater . . 



Received a 

certificate or 

diploma. 




Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate. . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate. . 
Certificate . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 



1883 
1882 
1880 
1883 
1883 
1882 
1883 
1883 
1880 
1881 
1884 
188V 
1882 
1881 
1882 
1881 
1882 
1878 
1882 
1888 
1881 
1882 
1882 
1881 
1880 
1880 
1882 
188b 
1883 
1881 
1882 
1881 
1883 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1880 
1883 
1880 
1883 
1883 
1883 



Date of couD- 
tersiguing. 



May 8, 
June 20, 
Aug. 25. 
July 16, 
July 15, 
Aug. 8, 
July 17, 
Aug. 7, 
July 20, 
Sept. 10. 
Aug. 30, 
Jan. 8, 
June 28, 
May 1, 
Aug. 10, 
July 28, 
July 19, 
Feb. 23, 
Feb. 6, 
July 16. 
April 22, 
July 7, 
April 17, 
Aug. 22. 
April 25, 
Sept. 30, 
April 29, 
July 18, 
July 18, 
Jan. 24. 
Nov. 18. 
Aug. 8, 
July 81, 
July 30, 
July 12, 
April 3, 
Mar. 13, 
July 19, 
Oct 31, 
July 16, 
July 16, 
Aug. 7, 



1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1833 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
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Table No. XXXII. - TEACHERS' STATE CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
FROM DECEMBER 10, 1882, TO SEPTEMBER 30, 1884.— Continued, 

Certificates and diplomas of graduates of the State Normal Schools, coun- 
tersigned by the State Superintendent 



Names. 



Ellen M. Johnson. . . . 

Alfred Jo es. 

Winif 1 ed E. Jones. . . 

Will W. Jone-. 

Law ence S. Keeley . 

Maggie Kelley 

C A. Kriesel 

Lilly G. Leland 

Dexter D. Mayne 

Martin McMahon. . . . 
Daniel W. McNamara 

Nellie Mizel e . . 

Mary Monahan 

Irena M. Moody. 

Mary Morris 

Peter T. Nelson 

Lillie M. Nichols 

Mary A. Northern. . . 

Liliin Nutting 

May Ochsner 

Ella R Pelton 

Agnes J. Persons . . . 

Wm. J. Pollock 

•Susan Por er 

Walt. W. Quartermas 
Robert C. Ramsey . . . 

Algie L. Rankin 

Sarah Redngton.. . . 
Maud E. Rock wood. . 

H. L. Roetha 

Carrie E. Sabin 

Robert L. Sabin 

Florence Sanb rn 

Mary D. Saunders. . . 

E itma G. Saxe 

Mary R. Saxe 

Bertha Schuster 

Selena Severson. 

Mary B. Slye 

Flora SlossoQ 

Emma Trautman. . . . 

A. Eugene Tyler 

Hittie Vander Bie 



Graduated at 
what school. 



River Falls . . . 

Piatt 3vme 

Oshkosh 

Platteville 

Platteville 

Whitewater.... 

River Falls 

Whitewater... . 

Platteville 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater.. . . 
Whitewater . . . 
Whitewater.. . . 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater. .. 

Platte vi le 

Whitewater.. . . 
River FalU. . . . 

Platteville 

Whitewater.... 
Whitewater. . . . 
Whitewater . . . 
Wh te water ... 

0>hkosh 

Oshko-h 

Platteville 

Whitewater... 
Whitewater . . . 
Whitewater . . . 
Whitewater .. . 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh 

River Falls 

Oshkosh 

Whitewater. .. 
Whitewater . . . 
Whit-water . . . 
River Falls. . . . 

Oshkosh 

River Falls. . . . 
Whitewater . . . 
Platteville 



Received a 

certificate or 

diploma. 




Certificate . . 
Diploma. . . . 
Certificate . . 
Diploma.. .. 
Diploma. . . . 
Certificate. . 
Diploma.. . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diplomi.. . . 
Certificate. . 
D ploma. . . . 
Certificate . . 
Certificate.. 
Certidcate . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Certifica e. . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate .. 
Diploma, . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 
C rtificate.. 
Certificate.. 
Diploma . . . 
Diploma . . . 
Certificate.. 



1882 
1882 
1883 
1883 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1888 
1883 
1883 
1882 
1882 
1883 
1880 
1882 
1881 
1882 
1879 
1882 
1881 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1881 
1883 
1883 
1881 
3882 
1882 
1882 
1882 
1883 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1882 
1880 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1882 



Date of coun- 
tersigning. 



Aug. 29, 
April 29, 
June 9, 
July 18, 
June 27. 
S-pt 14, 
June 27, 
June 12, 
Aug. 25, 
July 15, 
Sept 8, 
Juy 23, 
Au^. 22, 
June 12, 
July 30, 
April 5, 
Aug. 22, 
Sept. 4, 
Oct. 8, 
Aug. 25, 
Sept. 19, 
June 27, 
July 15, 
Sept. 10, 
June 21, 
Sept. 19, 
Aug. 28, 
Aug. 29, 
June 27, 
Dec. 28, 
July 20, 
July 12, 
April 17, 
Aug. 1, 
Aug. 28, 
Sept. 23, 
Aug. 6, 
Oct. 10, 
Jan. 6, 
July 80, 
July 19, 
Jan. 5, 
July 17, 



18S3 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1888 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1884 
1884 
1884 
1883 
1883 
1883 
1888 
1884 
1884 



866 



First Biennial Report of the [Pub. Doa 



Teachers^ State Certificates. 



Table No. XXXIL— TEACHERS' STATE CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
FROM DECEMBER 10, 1882, TO SEPTEMBER 30. 1884.- Continued. 

Certificates and diplomas of graduates of the State Normal Schools, coun- 
tersigned by the State Superintendent 



Names. 



Delia A. Warne. .. 
August W. Weber 
Emil V. Wemick. 
Alma L. White. .. 
Mina R. Whidog . 
LaFrance W. Wood 
Aruba York 



Graduated at 
what school. 



Whitewater . . 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh 

Oshkosh 

River Falls. . . 
Platteville . . . 



Received a 


• 


certificate or 


si 


diploma. 




Diploma .... 


1882 


Certificate . . . 


1883 


Diploma 


1882 


Certificate.. . 


1883 


Certificate . . 


1883 


Certificate .. 


1883 


Certificate . . 


1882 



Date of coun- 
tersigning. 



Aug. 
July 
Aug. 

JutiC 

June 
Sept. 
Aug. 



10, 1883 
17, 1884 
1.1883 
24,1884 
21, 1884 
16,1884 
29, 1883 



